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i nproving read head performance.
ABSTRACT

A method, devices, and an article of manufacture for reducing magnetic instability in a
magnetoresistive read head of a combined read-write head (310) after writing data onto a
magnpetic storage medium (355). The last write pulse polarity that results in the least
amount of magnetic instability in the read head is deter_mined, and is referred to as the
designated polarity. Then, after a set of write pulses is written, it is determined whether
the last write pulse has the designated polarity. If the last write pulse does not have the
designated polarity, then an additional write pulse with the designated polarity is written.
Thus, the last write pulse before a read always has the designated polarity, thereby
reducing the magnetic instability of the read head, and consequently improving read head

performance.
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