- 95 - ABSTRACT PROCESS FOR PRODUCI NG ACETI C ACI D Acetic acid
is produced while efficiently inhibiting condensation of hydrogen
iodide in a5 distillation colum (second distillation colum) for
purifying crude acetic acid by further o stillation. A
process for producing acetic acid conprises an acetic acid collection
step for feeding a first distillation colum with a volatile
conponent at |east 10 containing acEXTRAEITH, net hyl acetate, nethy

i odi de, water, and hydrogen iodide, separating a first |ower boiling
poi nt conponent as an PRECEBE&dFOan@ROOUKCANTE AEET A ATl i quid stream
mai nl y containing acetic acid, and an acetic acid purification step
for feeding a secondastif sa¢id at s opredhoen whihet hEfficisntliyqui d
stream further separating a second | ower boiling point conponent as
an over head, iahdbddlinec tdongensadciond ¢f qwdregerahedbReaini ag acetic
acid, wherein an al kali conponent is added or mxed to the first
liquid st?eaftiisfhitdiatiminarslyme) arizord (sl jakianseplbnny for
liquid object to be treated containing the first liquid stream and
the al kal i cEWFSHSHNG FHURE SEEVRE cotidmbey (Iyreher afkariliahponent
is added to or mxed with the first liquid stream before the first
liquid streamis fed® tRFAFRS SEBhPrEAHHY E2Ltils aRrédseeBRyiesn v,
25 the alkali conponent is added or nixed_ at the sane height |evel as

or at a hei gifCa P UsheObIRft oMttt Fevefcadingi enfiRettirst
1 quid Strea@ﬁé%if?%tggélcglumn with a volatile component at least
10 containing acetic acid, methyl acetate, methyl iodide,
water, and hydrogen iodide, separating a first lower
beiling point component as an overhead, and collecting
a first liguid stream mainly containing acetic acid, and
an acetic acid purification step for feeding a second
15 distillation column with the first liquid stream, further
separating a second lower bolling point component as an
overhead, and collecting a second Liquid stream containing
acetic acid, wherein an alkali component is added or mixegd
to the first liquid stream in the manners (1} and/or (2)
20 for distilling a liguid object to be treated containing
the first liquid stream and the alkali component in the
second column: (1)} the alkali component is added to or
mixed with the first liquid stream before the first liquid
streamis fed to the second column, (2) inthe second column,
25 the alkali component is added or mixed at the same height
level as or at a height level upper than a height level

at which the first liquid stream is fed.
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