HOLDI NG APPARATUS

ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE

A holding apparatus for holding a workpiece
i ncludes a holding unit for holding the workpiece on a
hol di ng surface and drawing an outer circunferential area
of the workpiece under suction with an annular suction
area defined in an area of the holding surface that is
covered by the workpiece, a pressure neasuring unit for
nmeasuring a pressure in a suction channel connected to
the annular suction area, and a control unit for
determining that no foreign matter is present between the
wor kpi ece and the holding surface if the pressure
neasured by the pressure neasuring unit is lower than a
preset threshold value and determning that foreign
matter is present between the workpiece and the hol ding
surface if the pressure neasured by the pressure

measuring unit is higher than the threshold val ue.
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