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A FILE 

Generally, .the present. invention· relates to a file consisting of a . 
cover and at least two securing members, each securing member 

being formed of an oblong, narrow lacing portion pointed at one 

end and connected at its other end to a foot portion which is wide 

·( 

S with respect to the lacing portion; said cover for each securing 

member comprising a protruding open~n9 and a securing opening which 

are narrower than the foot of the securing member so that the 

securing member is insertable and lacable with its point through 

the protruding opening, resulting in that the foot will be hooked to 

10 the file at the protruding opening whereas, after possibly lacing 

the lacing portion through shee~ material to be filed in the file, 

the point of the lacing portion is Jnsertable through the securing 

opening. 

15 It is essential with such a file that each protruding opening is 

surrounded by as· s~rong a part of tha file as possible because the 

securing member in q~estion is, for that matter, anchored to that 

part of the file with the contents of the file pending on said 

securing member. Such a strong fastening would be possible by 

20 arranging the protruding opening relativaly far from the bottom 

~dge and the top edge of .the file but then the pages to be filed 

in the file should have perforations situated far from their 

bottom and top edges. 
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However, computers supply data on chain forms, that is lonq strips 

of paper;_ which ~re perforated at their lonqitudinal edqes and 1i."hich 

should. be folded zigzag transversely ~o their length. In order to 

be able to read such a strip folded zi~zag into a pile of pages 

5 as if it is a book; one should be able to turn these paqes as in 

.a book·, that is that each page should be ·arranqed with its one 

edge formed by a zi9za9 folding line alonq the back of the file, . . -
so that only the perforations of the paqes adjacent the ends of the 

back ~f the file can be usea for fasteninq said strip on said file, 

10 as opposed to usual mutually apart pages which are provided with 

perforations near their back edqe closer to their centre for 

mountin9 on the. securing members with that perforated bacit edge 

adjacent the back of tbe file. 

15 For this reason the invention provides a file consistinq of a cove~ 

and at least two securinq members~ each securing ~ember being 

20 

formed of an oblong, narrow lacing portion pointed at one end and 

co.nnected at its other end to. a foot portion ~hich is short an<$ wide 

with respect to the.lacing portion: sa~d cover beinq connected to 

a sup~rt sheet, wherein at least two inserting openings, which are 

wide with respect to the foot~ · a_nd pertaining to each inserting 

opening at least one protruding opening. and a securing opening 

are provided; said protrudinq openinqs and securing openinqs b~ing 

narrower than the foot of the securing member so that· the securing 

25 _member is in~ertable and lacable with its point through the 

. ins.erting openinq and subseqUently throuqh the protruding opening, 

resulting in that.the foo~ will be hooked on the support sheet at 

the protruding opening whereas, after possibly lacing the lacing 

portion through sheet material to be.filed in the.file~ tne point 

30 of the lacinq portion is insertable throuqh the securinq openin91 

the distance between the inserting openinq and the pertaining 

protruding opening being larger than the length of the foot portion, 

measured along the lon~itudinal axis of a securing member • 
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Preferably the insertinq opening is a straight cut in the support 

sheet of the above indicated file. 

Because of the features indicated in the two above clauses, each 

5 protrudinq openinq is surrounded by wide non-mutilated portions 

of the support sheet.so that the possibility of tearing of the 

support sheet at the.protruding openinq is reduced. 

In order to maximize this advantage, in a special embodiment of the 

10 invented file the distance between the inserting openinq and the 

pertaining protrudinq opening is twice QP to four times the length 

of the foot portion, measured along the longitudinal axis of a 

securing member. 

15 In order to avoid fold lines in the support sheet in line with the 

.insertinq openings, said fold lines reducinq the strength of the 

su~port sheet, it is prefe~red according to the pre$ent invention 

that eac~ inserting openinq is positioned obliquely relative to. the . 

back of the file and that none of the ins·ertinq openinqs are 

20 mutually in line. 

The inserting openings should be wide ~o as ·to be able to let ·the 

wide·foot.of the securing member pass, whereas many inserting 

openinqs.are necessary for the many protrudinq openings. In order 

25 to avoid that the l!upport sheet is weakeneci by ~o many inserting 

openinqs, according to the invention two protruding openings and 

two securing openings_pertain to each inserting opening. 

Preferably, aecordinq to the invention, the support sheet is 

30 seeured·to the cover near the back section of the cover, which may 

for instance be done by means of staples. 

Moreover, according to the invention, the support sheet may consist 

. )' 
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of the inwardly folded extension of the rear face of the cover, so 
. •.· 

that the support sheet is c9nnected in a simple, cheap and yet 

strong way to the rear face of the file. 

5 For reinforcement purposes it is possible according to the invention 

that between the rear face of the file and ~he support sheet formed 

by the extension of the rear face: a sheet of cardboard is provided. 

In particular, according to the invention, both at the lower edqe 

10 as well as at the upper edge of the support sh~et at least one 

insertinq openinq with at least one pertaininq set of a protrudinq 

opening and a .. securing opening are present, the distance between 

.the:~rotrudinq openings of .each set of two cooperating protruding 

openings being equal to the distance between the series of 

15 perforations at both edges of a strip, as used in a computer for 

recording data from the computer. 

20 

The above embodiment of the invented·file can be made also useful 

for filing ordinary sheets by at least two inserting opanings with 

each at least one pertaining set of protrudinq and securing 

openings at locations positioned more to the center portion of the 

support sheet adjacent the back_ of the file, the distance between 

two protruding openings, each belonging to a different inserting 

opening, being a usual distance for the perforations for a file, 

25 for instance 80 mm. 

Also the invented file may be provided with an almost completely 

cut out section of the.support sheet, said section being provided 

with tongue forming notches, said tongues being insertable into 

30 cuts in the support sheet, said cuts beinq positioned in such a way 

that the· section, ')llhen torn out of the sµpport sheet and mounted 

by its· inserted tongues, protrudes outside an edge of the rear 

· sheet of the file in order to form an identifying tab. 
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. The invention will be further described and elucidated in the :~"' 

following description 6f a preferred embodiment of the invented 

file as illustrated schematically in the drawinqs • 

5 Fig. 1 shows how a securing member is .inserted in an inserting 

opening in the file according to the invention. 

Fig. 2 shows how the ·securing niember; after beinq inserted a·s . ; 

according to fiq. 1, is laced through the protruding opening of 

10 the file a·ccordinq to fiq. 1. 

·pi9. 3 she>Ws the secur~ng·member anchored in the protruding 

opening, and now ready to be laced through she&ts to be filed in 

the file, the operation according.to this figure being subsequent 

15 to that of fi~. 2. 

20 

Fig.· 4, 5 ~nd 6 show the provision of a tab on the !ile, the 

tab be!nq °d_estined to bear a title or identification fo: 

the file. 

According to fiq. 1 the preferred embodiment of the invented file 

consists of a cover provided with a leading face 1, a back 2.and 

a rear face 3, which form a unit together. Said unlt can be J:Jade of, 

for instance a single sheet of resilient., tough file cardboard 

25 with a weic;jht of, for instance 300 grams per m.2 , i.e. manilla 

cardboard. .. 
At the back section 2 of the file a support sheet.4 is connected to 

the f~le, far instance by staples s. The support sheet 4 is 

30 prefe~ably the extension _of the re~r face 3 of the file, said 

extension bein9 folded backwards so as to form the support sheet 4 • 

. It goes witnou~ saying. that the support sheet is then made of the 

same material as the rest of the file. In the support sheet 4 

.,,. 
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inserting openings 6 are provided, which are prefer~bly in the 
· configuration of s~raight cuts, said cuts beinq preferably 
arranged obliquely relative to the back 2 of the file to pr·event 
the support sheet from folding along said cuts, which could occur 

· 5 if the cuts . we~e · •. mutua_lly aliqned. For -such a fold weakens · 
the.support sheet 4 1 which ~ould thereby tear along said fold at 
the ends of the cuts .6." Another advantage of the oblique 
arrangement of the inserting~openings 6 will be elucidated later 

10 

on. 

Into each inserting opening 6 ~ securing membez 7 according to 

fig._ 1 is insertable! said securing member consisting of a foot 
portion 8 and a· lacing portion 9 which are formed as a sinqle body 

out of fle~ible synthetic material, like for instance polypropylene •. 
15 Said foot portion 8 can be formed square to the lacing portion.9 

·or the foot portion is· bent into said.position with respect to the 
' lacing portion. The other end of the lacing portion 9, which is 

conse~uen~ly ~ot connected to the foot port-ion, terminates in a 
smooth point~ so that said point is easily· insertable into the 

20 openings. 

After the securing member 7.is inserted with its point into an 
inserting.opening~, according to fig. 2 said point is forced 
through a · protrudin9 opening 10 which, for instance in the 

25 configuration" of a straight cut, is provided in the support sheet 4, 
and which pertains to the present inserting opening 6. Subsequently 
the securing member 7 is laced through _the protruding opening 10, 
so that ~inally the foot 8 arrives at the inserting opening 6. 
Because of the oblique arrangement of the inserting openin9 6 

30 relative to the back of the fi~e an angular portion of the square 
foot 8 will arrive first at the respective inserting opening 6 and 
thereby the foot will move more easily into the inserting·~pening 

.via said angular portion which gradual~y widens to the full width 
of the foot', then in case the foot has to be inserted itr..11ediately · 
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.along its fuli width into the inserting opening. The lacing of the 

lacing po~tion 9 through the protruding opening 10 is continued 

until the securing member will be hooked w_ith its foot 8 behind the 

support !iheet 4, according to fig·~ 3. For that purpose the 

s protrud~rtg o~ening 10 is smaller than the foot portion 8 of the 

securing member 7~ 

• 
In order to fixedly anchor the securing member to the 5'.Jpport 

sheet 4 ·in the relative position.according to fig. J, the support 
. . . 

10 sheet shouid be·w~akened as little as {>OSSible in the neighbourhood 

1s 

20 

of the protruding opening 10, and therefore the inserting opening 6 

is positioned.at a considerable
0

distance from the pertaining 

protruding openinq-10. The distance between the inserting opening 6 

and the pertaining protruding openin9 10 is for instance two up to 

four times· the ·length of the foot portion a, measured along the 

longitudinal axis of the securing inemb~r 7. 

·subsequently the sheets to be filed in the file can be laced with · 

their perforationson the lacing portion 9 of the securing member 7, 

after which the securing member. can be inserted with its point into 

a securirl9 opening 11, which is provided in the support sheet 

section.which is located beyond tpe back 2 above the leading face 1 

of the file, so that the· sheets are now· secured in the file via the 

securing.member 7. Each securing opening 11 is preferably in the . . 
25 -configuration of an a~c-shaped cut so that. a hole is created, which 

·is closed by a tongue, into said hole the lacinq portion 9 being 

insertable without the risk that said cut is torn ea~ily._ 

In order to:reinforce the file, a sheet of cardboard may be· arranged 

30 betwee~ the support sheet 4 and the rear face 3, said sheet of 

cardboard being adapted to be intro.duced loosely, or may be 

secured onto the rear face 3. ~he leading face 1 of the file may 

also be reinforced at its interior for instance by adhering a sheet 

···~ 
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of cardb~ard thereto. for simplicity's sake said sheets of 

'cardboard a:re not illustrated in the.drawin9 and may for instance 

be made of grey cardboard with a thickness of 1 to 1~ mm. 

S In practice the perforations of the sheets to be filed in the file 

are not always at the same· distance.· For i~stance a standard 
• 

. distance for perforations punched into sheets is 80 mm center to . 
center. However, computers record data on chain forms, i.e. lonq 

str.ips of paper which are perforated at their lonqitudinal edqes 

10 and which for filinq have to be ·folded in ziqzaq manner 

'transversely ~o their lonqitudlnal.axis. In order to to able to 

read such a zigzaq folded strip, forminq a pile of mutually 

connected sheets, like a book, i .• e. that the sheets can be turned 

over as iria book, the sheets have to be arranqed in such a way 

15 that their fold_ lines .at one side are positioned along· the back of. 

the file, so that the perforations of the sheets are only present 

at the ends of the back of the file, contrary ~o the ab~ve . 

mentioned punch~d, mutually loose sheets wherein the perforations 

are positioned more to the center of the back of the file, for 

instance 40 mm at both sides of the center of the back. Moreover . . 

the perforated longitudinal edge~ of said computer strips may also 

be at different distances from eac;h other, ·considering that 

standard sized computer.strips are known with widths of for 

instance approximately 360 mm or approximately 375 mm o~ even 

25 approximately 400 ~, whereas the distance between the series of 

perforations along both longitudinal edges of the strip is some­

what less than the ind~ca~ed widths, as the perforations are 

positioned very closely to the longitudinal edges of the strip. I'n 

order·:to take car~ of slight differences in the position of the 

30 perforations. the length of the cut-like protruding opening 10 is 

for instance 7 mm in the event of a width of for instance 3 1r.m of 

.the lacing portion 9. 
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In order to make one ~nd the same file suitable for use for said 

widely varying standard distances between the perforations of 

sheets to be filed in said files, each support sheet 4.should l:Je 

provided·. with many protruding openings 10, for instance as 

5 illustrated in fig. 1, wherein of each pair of protruding openings,_ 

which is destined for sheets which are.perforat~d accordinq to a 

certain standard size, its openings are spaced at the same 

distance as the _standard dist~nce between the pertaining perforat­

ions· in the sheets. It goes without saying-that each protrudinq 

lO openinq 10 should be accompanied by a pertai_ninq securing opening 11 .. 

and a pertaining inserting opening 6. In order to restrict the 

number of inserting openings an~ thereby save expenses, for each 

set of adjacently arranged protruding openings 10 only a. single; 

lo~g iriser:tinq opening 6 as .shown iri fig. f "can be made in the 

.15 support sheet 4. This can be done since the inserting openings 6 

.20 

have no function in securing the p0sition of the securinq members 7. 
. . 

The protrudinq openings 10 and the securinq openings 11 should 

.secure the position of the ~ecurinq members 7 and therefore they 

should be only a little wider than the ~idth o~ the lacinq portion 
. ·.· 

9 of the securing member 7 and the protrudinq openings 10 should 

be narrower than the foot 8 of the securing member to anchor saQe 

to the suppgrt sheet 4. 

Preferably a central portion 12 of the support sheet 4 is .almost 

25 completely surrounde4 by punched c~ts and t~e remaining narrow 

bridge-like portions between s~id central portion 12 and the rest 

of the support sh3et 4 cari easily Qe torn in order to tear off the 

central portion from.the sup~ort sheet. According to fiq. 4 said 

central portion 12 is provided with tongue-like portions 13 which,· 

30 according to.fig. s. are insertable into .cuts 14 in the support 

sheet 4. Thus a tal> 12, protruding beyond a side edge of the 

file, is achieved, said tab 12 may be provided with a heading 

or similar identification 15 according t:o·fiq. 6 so as to identify 
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the file between a series of sim:ilar files. 

Summ~rizing it·appears that the present invention provides a file, 

which can be manufactured cheaply and of cheap material, and 

that said file can be used for sheets with-varyinq distances 

between the perforations in the sheets to be filed, said file 

beinq particularly useful for zigzaq folded computer str.ips, 

portions of said strips beinq secured at the back of the file like 

sheets of a book, . by means of ~he securinq members 7 ,. so that the 

portions of ."said strip can be turned over like sheets of a book, 

said portions being always in a completely flat position, and thus 

completely readable. Therefore the computer may uninterruptedly 

write on the.complete strip because said strip can be filed in 

the file while remaining completdly readable. This saves a lot of 

mon_ey because interrtiptinq the process of a computer is very 

e~pensive. st:acause the invented file ·only needs-. ·a small space 

valuable storing spa~e is ·saved as well. 
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1. A ·file, consisting.of a cover.and at least two securing members, 

each securinq me~er being.formed of an oblong, narrow lacing 

port·ion pointed at one end and co~nected at .. its other end to a foot 

portion which is short and wide with respec.t to the lacing portion; 

S said cover being connected to a support sheet wherein at least two 

insert~ng openings., wnic:l:l are wide with respect to the foot, and 

pertaining to each inserting opening, at least one prot:ruding 

opening and one securing openi~g·are provided; said protruding 

openings and said securing openings being narrower· than the foot of 

10 the securing member so that the securing member is insertable and 

lacable with its ~int through the inserti11g opening.and 

subsequently through the protruding opening, resulting in that the 

foot will be hooked on .the support sheet at the protruding opening 

whereas, after possibly lacing the lacing portion.· through sheet 

15 

20 

~terial to be filed in the file, the point.of the.lacing portion 

is·insertable through th~ securing opening; the distance between 

the inserting opening and the pertaining protruding opening being 

larger than the length of the foot portion. measured alon9 the 

longitudinal axis of a securing member. 

2. A file ~ccording to.claim 1, characterized in that the inserting 

opening is a straight cut in the support sheet • 

. 
3. A file according to claim 1 .or 2, characterized in that the 

25 distance·between the inserting opening and the pertaining 

protruding opening is twice up to four times the length of the foot 

portion, measured along the longitudinal axis of a securing.member. 

4. A file accordinq to claim 2 or 3, characte~ized in that each 

30 _inserting openlng is positioned obliquely relative to the back of 

the file and that none of the inserting openings are mutually in 

line. 

·, .. ~ 
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s. A file according to any of the preceding claims, 

characterized in that two protrudinq openings and two securing 

openings'pertain to each inserting opening. 

s 6. -A file according to any of the preceding claims, characterized 

in that the support sheet is secured to the cover near the back 

section of the cover. 

7. A file according to claim 6, ·cha.racterized in that the support 

10 sheet is secured, by means pf staples, to the cover at the back 

section of the cover. 

8. A file accordinq to any of the preceding claims. characterized 

in that the support sheet consists of the inwardly folded 

15 extension of the rear face of the cover. 

20 

9. A file according to claim 8, characterized in that between the· 

rear face of the file and the support shee~ formed by the 

extension of the rear face, a sheet of cardboard is provided. 

10. A file according to any of the precedinq.c1aims, characterized 

in that both at the lower edg9 as ·well as at the uppe~ edge of the 

support sheet at lea~t one inserting opening with at ·least-one· 

pertaining set of a protruding opening·and a securing opening are 

.25 present.., the-~i-&tane&·b~we~ the p1:etruaia9 epeaifags ef eac;:l:l 

set of two cooperating protrudinq.openings-bein9--equal to the 

~nee-bet;ween-~h&--se~.ies-E>f-·per-fol'at.ions-···a:t··· both···edges---of:- ·a·-· . . 

strip, .as used in a G:omputer for recording data from the- compa-tae:Jr. 

30 11. A file according to claim 10, characterized in that .moreover at 

least two insertinq openings with each at least one pertaining set 

f?f protrudinq and securi.nq openi.ngs ·are present at locations 

positioned more to the cent.er portion of the support sheet adjacent · 

·. 
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the back of the file,. ·the d~st:aftee setwe~~ We prgtrudicig. . . . . ~ . . 

open!flgs, eaeh-belonging to a d.U~i-nq epen~. 

usual distance for the perforations for a·-fi-le,-for·-inst;a.nce 80 ;i_:n. 

5 12 •. A fi~e according to.· any of th'e ~receding claims,. cha:rac:terized 

by an almost completely cut out section of the support sheet,. said 
section being provided with tongue-forming notches, said tongues 
be.inc; insertable into ctits in the support sheet,. said cuts beinq 
positioned in such a way that the.section, then torn -out of the 

~~~~-.. 

~ 

10 support sheet and m9unted by its inserted tonques, protrudes outside 
• 

an edge of the rear sheet of the file. in order to form an 

identifyinq · tab. 

13. A file.according to any of the preceding claims,. characterized 
15 in that the securing opening is" in the. confiquration of an arc­

shaped cut. 

14. A .file substantially as hereinbefore described with reference 
to the accompanying.drawings. 
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