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A FILE

Generally, the present.ihvention‘relates to a file consisting of a
cover and at least two securiné members, each securing member

being formed of an oblong, narrow lacing portion pointed at one

end and connected at its other end to a foot portion which is wide
with respect to the lacing portion; said cover for each securing
member comprising a protruding opening and a securing opening which
are narrower than the foot of the securing member so that the
securing member is insertable and lacable with its point through
the protruding opening, resulting in that the foot will be hooked to
the file at_the protruding opening whereas, after possibly lacing
the lacing portion through sheet material to be filed in the file,
the point of the lacing portion is insertable through the securing

opening.

It is essgntial with such a file that each protruding opening is
surrounded by as strong a part of the filg as possible because the
securing member in qﬁestion is, for that matter, anchored te that
part of the file with the contents of the file pending on said
securing member. Such a strong fastening would be possible by‘
arranging the protruding opening relatively far from the bottom
edge and the top edge of .the file but then the pagés to be filed

in the file should have perforations situated far from theix

_ bottom and top edges.
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However; computers suppli'data on chain fprms,'ﬁhat is long strips
of péperawhich are perforated at their longitudinal edges'and which
shoﬁld'be folded,zigzag:transversely to their length;.In order to
be ablé to féad.such a strip folded zigzag inté a pile of pages

as if it is a book;'one shou1d be able to tuin these pages as.in

a bédk; thét is that each page should be arranged with its one

'edge formed by a_zigzag'foiding line aloﬂg_the back of the file,
. so that only the petforationsldf_the'pages adjacent the ends of the

back of the file can be used for fastening said strip on said file, o

as opposed to usual mutually apart pages which are provided with

_perforations near their back edge'closer to their centre for

mounting 6n_the securing members with.that perforated back edge’

~ adjacent the back of the file.

For this reason the_inventioh provides a file consisting of a cover
'and at least two_sgcuring members, each securing menber being

formed of an oblong, narrow lacing portion'pointed at one end and

connected'at its other end to.a:foot éortion which is short and wide -

with respeét to the lacing portion; said cover beiné connected to
a support sheet, vherein at least two inserting oéenings, which azé
wide with respect to the foot;'aﬁd pertaining to each inserting
opening at least one protruding qpening_ and a securing opening
are provided; said protruding openings and securing openings being

narrower than the foot of the securing member so that the sécuring

‘member is_in;ertable and lacable with its point through the

 1n§erting opening andISubseQdently ﬁhrongh the_piotruding opening,

resulting in_that.thé'foo; will be hooked on the support sheet at

‘the ﬁrot:uding opening whe?eas, after possibly lacing the lacing

portion through sheet material to be. filed in the file, the point
of the lacing portion is insertable tﬁfough the securing opening;
the distance betweéﬁ the 1nserting-opening and the pertaining
protruding opening being larger than the length of the foot portion,

measured along the longitudinal axis of a securing member.
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. sheet of the above indicated file.

Because of the features indicated in the two above clauses, each

'protruding opening is snrrounded'by wide non-mutilated portions

of the support sheet so that the possibilitv'of tearing of the

support sheet at the-protrudinq opening is reduced.

- In order-to maximize this advantage, in a special embodiment of the

{nvented file the distance”between the inserting opening and the
pertaining protruding opening is twice up to four times the length
of the foot portion, measured along the longitudinal axis of a

securing member.

In order to avoid fold lines in the support sheet in line with the

_inserting openings, said fold lines reducing the strength of the

support sheet, it is preferred according to the present invention

that'each inserting opening is positioned obliquely-relative to the.

back of the file and that none of the inserting openings are

" mutually in line.

The inserting'openings should be wide so as to be able to let -the .

wide foot of the securing_nember'pass, whereas many inserting
openings.are necessary for the many protruding openings. iﬁ order
to avoid that the support sheet is weakened by tooimany inserting
openings,-according to the invention twoiprotruding openings and

-two securing openings pertain to each-inserting_opening;

Preferably. according to the invention, the sqpoort sheet is
secured ‘to the cover near the back section of the cover, which may

for instance be done by means of staples.

Moreover, according to the invention, the support sheet may consist

-

-ePreferably the inserting opening is a straight cut in the support '&#ﬂ

“
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of the inwardly folded extension of the rear face of the cover, so
that the support sheet is connected in a sxmple, cheap and yet

strong way to the rear face of the file.

For reinforcement purposes'it is possible.according to the invention
that between the rear face of the file and the support sheet formed

by the extension of the rear'fece; a sheet of ca:dboafd is provided.

In pa:ticular,'according to the_invention, both at the lower edge

as well as at the ubpe: edge of the support sheet at least one

’_inserting opening with at least one pertaining set of a protruding

opening and a securing opening are'present, the distance between

'the;protruding'openings of.eaoh set of two cooperating protruding

openings being equal to the distance between the series of
perforations at both edges of a strip, as used in a computer for

recording data from the computer.

The above embodiment of the inventedjfile can be made also useful
for filing ordinary sheets_by et least two inserting openings with
each at least one'pertaining”set of prottuding and-securing
openings at locations positioned more to the centei portion of the
support sheet adjacent the back of the file, the distance between .
two ptotruding openings, each belonging to.a'different inserting

opening, being a usual distance for the perforations for a file,

_ for instance 80 mm.

' Also the invented file may be provided with an almost completely '

cut out section of the support sheet, said section being provided

with tongue forming notches, seid tongues being inse:table into

~cuts in the support sheet, said cuts being‘positioned in such a way

that the'section, ‘when torn' out of the support sheet and mounted

by its inserted tongues. protrudes outszde an edge of the rear .

- sheet of the file in order to form an identifying tab,
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- The invention will be'furtherldescriﬁed and elucidated in the :_g{f

5

f6110wing_description'6fla preferred embodiment of the invented

' file as illustrated schematically in the drawings.

Fig. 1 shows how a securing member is inserted in an inserting
opening in the file according to the invention.

Fig. 2 shows how the securing member, after-being inserted as

'according to fig. 1, is laced through the protruding opeuing of
‘the file according to fig. 1. ' ' '

'Fig. 3 shows the securing member anchored in the protruding

'opening, and now ready to be laced through sheets to be filed in

the file, the operation according to this figure being subsequent

- to that of fig. .

- Fig. 4, S and 6 show the provisxon of a tab on the file, the

tab being destined to bear a title or identification fox
the file. -

consists of a cover provided with a'leading-face 1, a back 2 and .

a rear face 3, vwhich form a unit together; Said unit can be made'of.
for instance a single sheet of resilient, tough file cardboard

with a weight of, for instance 300 grams per mz;'i.e. manilla

cardboard. . .

At the back section 2 of the file a support sheet 4 is connected to

" the file, for instance by staples 5. The support sheet 4 is

preferably the extension of the rear - face 3 of the file, said -

extension being folded backwards so as to form the support sheet 4.

" It goes witliout saying that the support sheet is then made of the

same material as the rest of the file. In the support sheet 4
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inserting openings 6 are provided, which are preferably in the
'oonfiguration of straight cuts, said cuts being preferably

arranged obliqueiy relative to the back 2 of the file to prevent

. the support sheet from folding along said cuts, wnich could occur

if the cuts . were - mutually aligned. For-such a fold weakens
the support sheet 4, which could thereby tear along said ‘old at
the ends of the cuts 6. Another advantage of the oblique
arrangement of the inserting openings 6 will be elucidated 1ater

on.

Into each inserting opening 6 a securing membexr 7 according to

fig.:l is insertable, said securing member consisting of a foot

' portion 8 and a'lacing'portion-g which are formed as a single bodg'

Said foot portion 8 can be formed square to the lacing portion 9

‘or the foot portion is bent into said’ position with respect to the

lacing portion. The other end of the lacing portion 9, whicn is
conseguentiy not connected to the foot portion, terminates in a

smooth_point; so that said point is easily insertable into the

'openings.:

. After the securing member 7.is inserted with its point into an

inserting opening 6, according to fig. 2 said point is forced

through a protruding opening 10 which, for instance in the

out of flexible synthetic material, like for instance poljoropylene.,_

configuration of a straight cut, is provided in the support sheet 4,

and which pertains to the present inserxting opening 6. Subsequently
the securing member 7 is laced through the protruding opening 10,
so that finally the foot 8 arrives at the inserting opening 6.

.Because of the oblique arrangement of the inserting opening 6

relative to the back of the file an angular portion of the square

_foot 8 will arrive first at the respective inserting opening 6 and
‘thereby the foot will move more easily into the inserting opening

~.via said angular portion which gradually widens to the-full width

of the foot),then in case the foot has to be inserted immediateiy'
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.along its full width into the 1nserting Opening. The lacing of the ',,

lacing portion 9 through the protruding opening 10 is continued 'ﬁ( '

until the securing member will be hooked with its foot 8 behind the
support sheet 4, according to fig. 3. For that purpose the

5 protruding opening 10 is smaller than the foot portion 8 of the

| securing member 7. '
In order to fixedly anchor the securing memher to the supnort
sheet 4 in ‘the relative position according to fig. 3, the support
10 sheet should be - weakened as little as possible in the neighbourhood

of the protruding opening 10, and therefore the inserting opening 6
is positioned at a considerable’ distance from the oertaining
protruding opening-lo. The distance between the inserting opening 6
and the pertaining protruding openingﬁlo is for instance'two up to

‘15 four times the length of the foot portion 8, measured along the
longitudinal axis of the securing member 7.

'Subsequently the sheets to be filed in the file can be laced with =
'their perforationson the laczng portion 9 of the securing member 7,
20 after which the securing member can be inserted with its point into
- a securing opening 11, which is provided in the support sheet
section which is located beyond the back 2 above the leading face 1
of the file, so that the sheets are now secured in the file via the
securing member 7. Each securing opening 11 is preferably in the
25 -configuration of an arc—shaped cut so that a hole is created, which
7 'is closed by a. tongue, into said hole the lacing portion 9 being
.'insertable without the risk that said cut is toxn easily.

_ In order'to‘reinforce the'file, a sheet'of'cardboard may be arranged
30 Dbetween the support sheet 4 and the rear face 3, said sheet of
' cardboard being adapted to be introduced loosely, or may be
secured onto the rear face 3. The leading face 1 of the file may

.'also be reinforced at its interior for instance by adhering a sheet '
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of eardbgard thereto.-Eor simp;icityfs sake said'sheets of

‘cardboard are not illustrated'in the drawing and may for instance

be made of grey cardboard with a thickness of 1 to 1k ma.

. In practxce the perforations of the sheets to be filed in the filem

are not always at the same distance. For instance a standard

-;distance for perforations punched into sheets is 80 zm center to
'center. However, computers record data on chain forms, i.e. long

_ strips of éaper_which are perforated at their longitudinal edges

and which for"filing have to be folded in zigzag manner

read such a zigzag folded str;p, formzng ‘a pile of mutually
connected sheets, like a book, i.e. that the sheets can be turned

over as in a book,-the sheetS'have to be arranged in_sucn a way

that their foid lines at one side are positioned along the back of.

the file, so that the perforatxons of the sheets are only present
at the ends of the back of the file, contrary to the above '

mentioned punched, mutually loose sheets wherein the perforations

' are.positioned_more-to the center of the back of the file, for

instance 40 mm at both sides of the center of the back. Moreover
the perforated longitudinal edges of said computer strips may also
be at different distances from each other, -considering that

standard sized computer_strips are known with widths of for

'_1nstance approximately 360 mm or approximately 375 mm or even

approximately 400 mm, whereas the distance between the series of
perforations along'béth-rongitudinal_edges of the strip is some-

what less than the.indicated widths, as the'perforations are

dpositioned Gery closely'to the longitudinal edges of the strip. In

.'order ‘to take care of sllght differences in the position of the

perforations, the length of the cut-like protruding ooening 10 is

for 1nstance_7 mm in the event of a width of for instance 3 mm of

“the lacing portion 9.
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In- order to make one and the. same file suitable for use for said

widely varying standard distances between the perforations of

“

< e
sheets to be filed in said files, each support sheet 4 should be -

Iprovided with many protruding openings 10, for instance as

111ustrated in flg. 1, wherein of each pair of protruding openings.3

which is destined for sheets which are perforated according to a
certain standard size, its openings are spaced at the same

distance as the standard distance between the pertaining perforat-

._ions in the sheets. It goes w1thout saying that each protruding
'opening 10 should be accompanied by a pertaining securing opening 11

and a pertaining inserting opening 6. In order to restrict the

number of inserting openings and thereby save expenses, for each

- set of adjacently arranged protruding openings 10 only CY single,
'long inserting Opening 6 as shown in fig. 1 can be made in the

rsupport sheet 4._This can be done since the inserting openings 6

The protruding openings 10 and the securing openings 11 should

;secure the posxtion of the securing members 7 and therefore they
~ should be only a 1ittle wider than the width of the lacing nortion

9 of the securing member 7 and the protruding openings 10 should

‘be narrower than the foot 8 of the securing member to anchor same

to the support sheet 4.

Preferably a central portion 12 of the support sheet 4 is almost

completely surrounded by punched cuts and the remaining narrow

bridge-like portions between said central portion 12 and the rest
of the support'sheet 4'can easiiy be torn in order to tear off,the
central portion frdm,the support sheet. According to fig. 4 said
centrai_portion 12 is provided with tongue-like portions 13 which,"
according to fig. 5, are insertabie into,cuts 14'15 the support

_sheet 4. Thus a tab 12, protruding beyond a side edge of the
'file, is achieved, said tab 12 may be provided-with a heading

or similar identification 15 according to fig. 6 so as to identify

‘have no function_in securing the position of the securing members 7.
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'the file between a series of similar files.
Summarizing it appears that the present'invention provides a.fiie,

which can be manufactured cheaply ahd of cheap material, and

that said file can be used for sheets with.varying distances

" between the perforations in the sheets to be filed, said file

being particularly useful for zigzag folded computexr strxps. '

portions of said strips being secured at the back of the file like

sheets of a book, by means of the securing members 7, so that the -

portions of 'said strip can be turned over like sheets of a book, '

said portions being always in a completely flat posxtion, and thus

completely readable. Therefore the computer may uninterrupeedly

' write on the_complete strip because said strip can be filed in

the file while remaining completély readable. This saves a lot of

money bedause'interrd?ting the process of a computer is very

expensive. Because the invented file'only needs.a small sPece :

valuable storing space is saved as well.
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. CLAIMS:

1. a file, consxsting of a cover and at least two securing members,
~each securing member being formed of an oblong, narrow lacing

portion.pointed_at.onemend and connegted.et,its other end to a foot
portion which is-short-and'wide.with respect to rhe-laeing portion:.

said cover being connected to a support sheet wherein at least two

inSerting openings, wniob are wide with respect to the foot, and

'pertaining to'eech inserting opening, at least one'prorruding

_opening and one securing opening'ere provided; said protruding
openings and said securing openings being narroner than the foot of
the securing membex so that the securing member is insertable and
lacable with its poznt through the inserting opening and
subsequenrly through the.protruding opening, resulting in that the

foot will be hookea on the support sheet at the protruding opening

whereas, after poseibly laoing_the'iacing_portion;through sheet
matexial to be filed in the file, the point of the lacing portion
is-insertable'through'the securing opening; the distance between

the inserting opening and the pertaining protruding opening being

~ larger than the'length of the foot portion, measured along the

longitudinal axis'of a securing member.

2. A file according.ﬁoielaim i, characteriéed in that the inserting

opening is a straight cut in the support sheet.
3. A file according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the
distance ‘between the inserting opening and the pertaining

protruding opening 'is twice up to four times the length of the foot

4. A file eccording to claim 2 or 3, characterized in that each

inserting opening is posinioned obliquely relative to the back of

the file and that none of the inserting openings are mutually in
line. o '

“portion, measured along the longitudinal axis of a securing member.
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5. A file accordinc to any of the preceding.claims._

' characterized_in that two protruding,openings and two securing

-openings*pertain to each inserting opening.

6. A file according to any of the preceding claims, characterized

in that the support sheet is secured to the cover near the back

7. A file according to claim 6, characterized in that the support

sheet is secured,'hy means Pf staples, to the cover at the back

section of the cover.

8. A file according to any of the-precedinq claims, characterized

in that the support sheet consists of the innardly folded

' extension of the rear face of the cover.

9. A file'according to claim B, characterized in that between the

_rear face of the file and the support sheet formed by the

extension of the rear face, a sheet of cardboard is provided.

10. A file according to any of the preceding claims, characterized
in that both at the lower edge as well as at the upper edge of the
support sheet at 1east one inserting opening with at least-one -

pertaining set of a protruding opening -and a securing opening are

.present~ the—distanee—betweea—the—preeruéiag—epeaiags-eé—each
- set of two cooperating protruding openings—heing-equairto—the

dtstanee—between—the»series—eﬁ—perforations -at-both- edges»of—a-

strip, as used in a computer for recording data from the- computer.

11. A file according to claim 10, characterized in that moreover at
least two inserting openings with each at least one pertaining set
of protruding and securing openings’ are present at locations

positioned more to the center portion of the support sheet adjacent
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the back of the file, the—distanee—heeweea—twe—gsot:uding. .
opentngs—~eﬁeh—belonging_to_a_diﬁﬁesent—iasere*ng—epeatagT-beiag—ah

usual distance for the perforations for a- fxle,—for—insteqce 80 mm.

=
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12. A file acoording to any of the grecediog clainms, charecterized

by an almost completely cut out section of the support sheet, said

' section being provided with tongue-forming notches, said tongues

being insertable into cuts in the support sheet. said cuts being
positioned in such a way that the section, then torn -out of the

support sheet and mounted by its inserted tongues, protrudss outside

an edge of the rear sheet of the file in order to form an

_ identifying tab.

13. A file'according'to any of the precedihg claims, characterized
in that the securing opening is’in the configuration of an arc-

shaped cut. -

| 14. A file substantlally as herelnbefore descrlbed with reference

-

to the accompanylng draw1ngs.
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