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same mobile station. The HLR (14) stores, within a
subscriber database, a sequence of C-numbers on a call-

10 forwarding priority 1list to which calls are to be
forwarded in the event a call cannot be completed to
the mobile station. Each C-number is associated with
sets of unique identification numbers and time stamps.
When an incoming call is received at an originating

15 mobile switching center (MSC) (11), a transfer-to-
number request message (86), containing a unique number
identifying the request, is transmitted from the MSC
(11) to the HLR (14) containing the subscriber
database. In response, the HLR (14) analyzes the

20 request, searches the C-number priority 1list, and
transmits to the MSC (11), the optimum C-number for
completing the call. The HLR (14) then updates the
time stamp associated with that particular C-number and
unique identifier. The MSC (11) then attempts to

25 complete the call. If the call cannot be completed,
the process is repeated until the call is cowmpleted,
the call is terminated, or the call-forwarding priority
list is exhausted.

{Figure 5)
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