
SYNC BYTE PADDING  Abstract:   A method and system are disclosed that map
the defects on the storage media of a disc drive. The method and system
calculate the position of the defect and from that position determine the
sector that must be flagged as unusable. The method and  system also detect
the distance the defect lies from an adjacent sector and flags the adjacent
sector as unusable if the defect is too  close because the defect may grow
over time and eventually invade the adjacent sector. Also disclosed is a
method and system that  efficiently utilize the space between all of the
servo bursts by filling the space with sectors during the defect mapping
process and  marking the sectors with defects and those too close to the
defect as unusable rather than shifting the sectors within the track area
to  avoid the defect. 


