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It would be desirable to provide a container having novel means for providing
information to consumers. In particular, it would be desirable if those novel means increased
the surface area available for providing information.

25 According to the invention there is provided a container comprising: an outer sleeve;
an inner housing contained within the outer sleeve and moveable relative to the outer sleeve
between a closed position and an open position; an external panel visible on the outer sleeve
and mounted on the container for movement along a first wall of the outer sleeve; and a
linking device connecting the external panel to the inner housing, wherein movement of the

30 inner housing between an open and closed position brings about movement of the external
panel along the first wall of the outer sleeve.

Preferably, the inner housing is slidable within the outer sleeve, in at least one
direction. As the inner housing is moved between its closed position to its open position, the
external panel is caused to move along the first wall of the outer sleeve. The area of the first

35 wall which is initially covered by the external panel when the inner housing is in the closed
position is gradually uncovered as the external panel moves away from its initial position.

The text or graphics provided in this area are therefore only revealed to the consumer when
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The external panel may be formed in any desired shape and may be used to

25  customise the container, for example, by reflecting a brand or logo associated with the
consumer goods within the container.

The linking device of containers of the present invention is attached to both the
external panel and the inner housing such that the external panel automatically moves when
the inner housing is moved relative to the outer sleeve. The linking device must therefore be

30 free to move relative to the outer sleeve.

In containers according to the invention, the outer sleeve lies between the external
panel and the inner housing. Therefore, in order to connect the inner housing to the external
panel, the linking device must be arranged such that it passes around or through the outer
sleeve. This will typically be achieved by passing the linking device from the inner housing to

35  the external panel through one or more openings in the outer sleeve. For example, where
the outer sleeve has one or more open ends, the linking device may pass from the inner

housing through one or more of those open ends. Alternatively, or in addition, the outer



external panel and the inner housing such that the external panel
automatically noves when the inner housing is noved relative to the outer
sl eeve. TWO 2bioéb4sg devi ce nust therefore be free to noPeTEPR@DIOV®I¢ O t he
outer sleeve. In containers accordingd4.o the invention, the outer sleeve
lies between the external panel and the inner housing Therefore, in order

h h I |
L SOl M A PR AR Sob B PacCab AR, 0 b M P i e, T
wi ||t wbichahé jinKireg maImeepasdehy passi ng the |inki ng device fromthe i nner

housi ng to the ,external pane| thro one enin uter

Sl eeve’ For THEAREE Bfire M e PEYRAH o BB S5l Grahe o ieteedpb e i ( ne
| i nki ngoaking ard ltmye)pemsl barmhshbtethaﬁrﬂmr n'IwemenIgoftthe @u@lmajrpanelrlsrdependﬁntt hose
open end Al t er nat

dd I ded
oPeh ot mplehBR drtER hoePhoyhd, 88 leb ke RSy FrrRR e TGt
the I|i Ihldmgi%/Sme, paabmn Whieh s adthergd de \hote theainnere hpusing ded tlhry eateynal

i tabl h d th I h
Shat -t REoBavatdeaRe rGe S Bate oo hy [ SRR, ot ok H GalseittR  °1 e
[ Irmer botes slegve and d%mnertt&ﬂ:smlgcaml ddesafot phstruct thehreldtiven hmvgméet/ofctbe iirmean
e onga e str

bb dhe bot h d
The. oxPBysiey =L ader SaaveisiBatian ek dnsd il Poafordlfie, alrahdde ="
ﬁubs_taﬂbndabtkmgbmﬂ'e?galbnst t?et \r/]val I sI oI the outer sl efeve and t he inner
ousi ng and ot obstru e relative n sin
nnd outer sPoasEo AW i e SekBe i ik BT ko alren GohgRE eI o o
e: ongat‘cﬁmdgnbm atstripnof a)relathflgadu fifstioh shaét rylatemblese tHat¢hd iIITng"IQﬁ\(ItEJSIIUefI S i’;m
ongat e .ribhon [J ive
Cow 11 Egocoaesg afosee W bR RobRune? MR Mt olly e BobePy o 228 anat
snoot lhtrye ?Em? tnbbor;/\aiaysaedbrmémoﬁ:a)m?edler umdfdtedlxbandn mdteriag, oma pltaamcafclm For
e ngate. ri or :
=R s GoAREAbE s uRe it o' Sy AR e PR RS e
subst acbvexlthy gtamrrspartbe\taresaooit ttnatflrstt walbefstheomutexosIeevet Whicl rtbep linkisg idevicée
f t e f f ' i
o ee, Chublgy  Afheil) ¥ odAnP ST AT RS IR RAe! BEchiORk S At
col our gdegel fst ¢fcbhé gnanphmsn andltemypwwq@ardn toé fltsIhwanr aphics and text provided
the fi | f.
o0 1o 1L ot Wbyl Bihlrdd b REARAE S TR SOOI 08
t heo enddiahfhasrbeeh dorgeedebyr ¢dmnectingTthe endsiof auelesgatanitbent & hdsoamrn@nsl bahdl, or
a part eQIIen%ﬁ Fr%umjr tor"?tbgrtg tﬁ@ﬁrs??}aﬁr ﬁI cﬁ:‘f@rm '%dqgtaﬁ‘é&% tIOQhI:‘ hﬁwe‘rnner

housi ng™ an he ‘exter nal parel Second connectl on I'nts al ong
t he behbuysing and the external panel at first and second connection points anng the belt,

respectively. As the inner housing is moved towards the open position, the band is caused
to move around a continuous belt path, at least part of which coincides with the path of the
25 inner housing as it moves to the open position. This movement of the belt in turn brings
about the movement of the external panel along the belt path. As the inner housing moves
from the closed position to the open position, the external panel will move from an initial
position on the first wall, to a different, final position on the first wall.
Preferably, the continuous belt passes through a pair of apertures, or slits in the first
30 wall, which are spaced apart so that the belt is arranged around a section of the first wall of
the outer sleeve. The slits should be spaced apart by a distance which is the same or
greater than the distance between the open position and the closed position of the inner
housing, so that the movement of the inner housing is not restricted in any way. Preferably,
the width of the slits is similar to that of the elongate ribbon, so that significant transverse
35  movement of the ribbon away from the belt path is avoided.
Preferably, the slits are substantially parallel to each other and substantially

perpendicular to the direction of movement of the inner housing. This means that the
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connected only to the linking device and not directly to the outer sleeve or the inner housing.
However, the external panel may alternatively be attached or integral to the outer sleeve or
25  the inner housing, provided the functioning of the container is not adversely affected.

Preferably, the linking device is arranged so as to restrict or substantially prevent
movement of the inner housing beyond the open position. Alternatively, or in addition, the
container may comprise additional retention means for preventing the movement of the inner
housing relative to the outer sleeve beyond the open position, or for preventing the

30 inadvertent opening of the inner housing, or both.

The inner housing may be of any suitable construction that enables the consumer
goods contained within the housing to be accessed when the inner housing is in the open
position. For example, the inner housing may be of a slide, or tray construction, which
includes an opening in at least one wall. In the closed position, the opening is covered by

35 the outer sleeve but the opening becomes at least partially exposed as the inner housing is
moved out of the outer sleeve towards the open position. This type of construction is typical

of the standard slide and shell containers used to house smoking articles.
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The container may be formed from any suitable materials including, but not limited to,
cardboard, paperboard, plastic, metal, or combinations thereof. The outer sleeve and inner

‘25 housing may be formed from the same material as each other, or a different material.
Similarly, the external panel may be formed of the same material as the outer sleeve or the
inner housing, or a different material. Preferably, the outer sleeve and the inner housing are
each formed from a single folded laminar blank, more preferably from a folded laminar
cardboard blank. Preferably, the cardboard has a weight of between about 100 grams per

30 square metre and about 350 grams per square metre.

Containers according to the invention may be used as packages for a variety of
consumer goods. In a particularly preferred embodiment, containers according to the
invention are used to package smoking articles. Containers according to the invention may
be advantageously used to package smoking articles including, but not limited to,

35  conventional lit-end cigarettes, cigars or cigarillos, heated smoking articles comprising a
combustible fuel element or heat source and an aerosol-generating substrate (for example

cigarettes of the type disclosed in US-A-4,714,082) and smoking articles for use with



the |inking device and external panel are preferably provided on a
different side of the container to the side including the interacting lid
fl aps, sowOhato/ashs7f unctioni ng of the |inking device do@sTmrroovmv®ié er e
with the opening mechani smof the lid.g.Containers according to the

I nvention may be in the shape of a rectangular paral | el epi ped, with

ri ght-angl .ed | ongitudi and ri ht-an SV d i vel y,
b ¢ oRRER e SR S e niafs s o bR IR el SR B ged
transverse gH@egh ab@‘pﬁl’dp@rdté mmgjetafdhéraimeaﬂgms tltnrredsfetz@ithradrst aczosiingy ®ehedges,
or conbi nations ther eof

| e Kk

| ani naf"VEPEANMRY K% %ﬁ%ﬁ%‘ﬂé@%?ﬁ@#é&é%ﬁ% I?r%g rs ' n%g%ggagﬂg'ﬁggﬂttai ner
are elra&hﬁghman rdbwmkﬂdthg:@t‘tWS Wkemfnptn garcerghem lepﬁrtphare smmke rof the ]
artic accor 0 the I nvent roauc e aj e
7 or houSindhien thdliot Sattansts aeepiSS 1B TieRio Y B istesfinef g Bl fordiY
car dbogesheepageamdirt, srﬂblﬁtﬁamcleget aI or conbr nati ons thereof. The out er

| d f t t |
Sthor s o Th RmoR Rt ade b sPateg e ol penendie SLy=e™ or e
gf f ]t he ngmber areémdsrtlnad aFt)m&IfeEhE%rOtbbtaﬁiplé|tEe\$moﬁrngtd1ﬁcléS’m?Iy beoarsarygd ugra single

| er ent terl a erera e eev an r ousrn are
Caeh’ T Ernalokr ivdn bt e g ARy Jhe SRk TRt Ps mab e o cen
1;)0|1§16d tW@ 61 mafe m&fsdmrtd'ohirmdfe réwe freay adbhtain ihb@aﬁ&r rilmotaer abf ba&kmg\quﬂi of

et wee

t 10 t d t 35 .
ot e Peb BrainniE, teskiiand Rl hag of aiaierd in-akG Thd 3f ae o8k BSkno Rl o,
vari et yrrneforctemsrurg_erro\g@odWe drrse&erparrtfomub\as of/foor, eﬂfveror enl;t iteaditinelnt the two |
contal ners accordin o, t | entl on are. use ac e .Snp rtrcles
Cont i AErOrEESH GeRind e et fERPER cRESnIE G et AT EBe o e ek oo
snoki ngp @sdh sth&rs Fiornekardblegthetwtokrr@t articlas nagl becarrangecrenbrrowanlf fivé and:adow

Cohuspl B 5Bl ot dhathembn e 87 SeUi DA DT SRDATE. SENLPLEPG St r at e

(f or exddgr eove Iog&reeértdesva)éutéhmm;qf@)ddssﬁz b)) sediddle nds- of- ﬁ&em t®82>)1tearrdws
snoki n art i

cigare % eaf(Bﬁp ?JB@%& 'O %el )gg%cﬁult‘%gkﬂeg?%g%@é) {seéltﬁ)r fi"ffg‘ dﬁ%%ar&g%f%’bu ate
choi ceandl twdeutdi revssofeesert (Ye8-Ehfa mihiie @wnefrseverc and tWwaguteorawseofisnv@rt-6on nay
e 0o 906! B8k Lol By QU 2 SR P g
appo oprevadefivelmidomeafutérivewdif sevesi (5r&:7t her eof , containers according to the
e Lo e 3058 Ok o PO ke id g
dependitypg avrbrartk ot of different types or brands. In addition, both filterless smoklng articles and
smoking articles with various filter tips may be contained, as well as smoking articles of
differing length (for example, between about 40 mm and about 180 mm), diameter (for
‘25 example, between about 4 mm and about 9 mm). In addition, the smoking articles may differ
in strength of taste, resistance to draw and total particulate matter delivery. Preferably, the
dimensions of the container are adapted to the length of the smoking articles, and the
collation of the smoking articles. Typically, the outer dimensions of the container are between
about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm larger than the dimensions of the bundle or bundles of smoking
30  articles housed inside the container.
The length, width and depth of containers according to the invention may be such
that, in the closed position, the resultant overall dimensions of the container are similar to the
dimensions of a typical disposable hinge-lid pack of twenty cigarettes.
The exterior surfaces of containers according to the invention may be printed,
35 embossed, debossed or otherwise embellished with manufacturer or brand logos, trade
marks, slogans and other consumer information and indicia.

Where the inner housing of a container according to the present invention contains a



nunber of snoking articles. For exanple, the snoking articles may be
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12.
The outer sleeve 12 comprises a front wall 16, a back wall, a left side wall and a right
25 side wall 18. The top end of the outer sleeve 12 is open, to allow movement of the inner
housing 14 out of the outer sleeve 12 during opening. In addition, the bottom end of the
outer sleeve 12 is also open so that a force may be applied to the bottom of the inner
housing 14 in order to move it to its open position.
The inner housing 14 comprises a front wall 20, a back wall, a left side wall, a right
30 side wall 22, a top wall 24 and a bottom wall. The front wall 20 is of reduced height
compared to the back wall, so that the upper edge of the front wall 20 is below the top wall
24. This creates a rectangular access opening at the top of the front face of the inner housing
14, through which the cigarettes within the inner housing 14 can be removed.
The transverse external cross-section of the inner housing 14 is substantially equal to
35 the transverse internal cross-section of the outer sleeve 12 so that frictional forces generated

between the outer surface of the inner housing 14 and the inner surface of the outer sleeve



Once filled, containers according to the invention may be shrink w apped or
ot herwi se over wapped with a transparent polyneric filmof, for exanple,
pol yet hylwoeomvospstyypr opyl ene in a conventional manner. POiAP200000M0a0 NET S
according to the invention are over wgpped, the over wapper may include
one or nore tear tapes. The one or nore tear tapes nmay extend in a
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| nner rJV?l%%I Qr% Iléﬁgft"t%?nal?l(y? srpeaggc\{ ea(?)'art and extend transversely across the front wall 16,
20 perpendicular to the direction of movement of the inner housing. The slits 26 are centrally
positioned in the transverse direction and are between 10 and 20 mm in length.

An elongate ribbon is inserted through each of the slits 26 and the ends of the
elongate ribbon 28 are connected to form a continuous band 28 around the portion of the
front wall 16 of the outer sieeve 12 between the slits 26. The width of the ribbon is similar to

25 the length of the slits 26, so that transverse movement of the ribbon is substantially
prevented. The length of the ribbon is such that the perimeter of the continuous band 28 is
approximately twice the distance between the slits 26. This is to ensure that the band 28 is
relatively taut and lies flat against the adjacent walls of the outer sleeve 12 and the inner
housing 14. The ribbon is formed of a strip of transparent plastic film.

30 An external panel 30 is attached to the portion of the band 28 running along the
outside of the outer sleeve 12 at a first connection point 32, by means of a suitable adhesive.
As shown in Figures 1 and 3a, in the closed position of the inner housing 14, the first
connection point 32 between the band and the panel lies at the upper end of the belt 28. The
external panel 30 is therefore positioned towards the top of the front wall 16 of the outer

35  sleeve 12.

The portion of the band 28 running between the outer sleeve 12 and the inner

housing 14 is attached to the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at a second connection
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construction to that used to form the outer sleeve of conventional containers, except that the
front wall panel of the blank is provided with two slits 26, as described above.

The elongate ribbon is inserted through the slits 26 and the ends of the ribbon joined

25  together to form the continuous band 28. The outer sleeve 12 is then assembled around the
inner housing 14, with the band glued to the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at the
second connection point 34, as described above. The external panel 30, also formed of
sheet cardboard, is glued to the band on the outside of the front wall of the outer sleeve at
the first connection point 32, either before or after assembly of the outer sleeve around the

30 inner housing. Finally, the assembled and filled container 10 is overwrapped with a
transparent wrapper in the conventional manner.

Although the inner housing 14 of the container 10 shown in the figures and described
above is of a relatively simple construction, with an access opening in the front face, it will be
appreciated that many other constructions of inner housing would also be compatible with

35  the present invention. For example, as mentioned above, the inner housing may include one
or more hinge lids which may optionally be connected to the outer sleeve such that they

open automatically when the inner housing is moved upwards out of the outer sleeve.



An external panel 30 is attached to the portion of the band 28 running
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i nner housing 14, is not possible. The outer sleeve 12 and i nner housing 14
of ;the container 10 are both formed from cardboard | am nar bl anks. The

| am nar blank for forming the inner housing 14 is of a simlar construction
to that used to formthe slide of a conventional slide and shell container.
The i nner housing 14 may be formed around the wapped bundl e of snoking
articles, in the conventional manner. The | am nar blank for formng the
outer sleeve 12 is also of a simlar construction to that used to formthe
outer sleeve of conventional containers, except that the front wall panel

of the blank is provided with two slits 26, as descri bed above. The

el ongate ribbon is inserted through the slits 26 and the ends of the ribbon
j oi ned



together to formthe continuous band 28. The outer sleeve 12 is then
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flgure% andAdQE NSHEATRBYVE is of a relatively sinple construction, with an
access openamgumnskbﬁafront face, it will be appreciated that nmany ot her

constructions.of [nner housin atib t.h resent
“vent | on. _Poimex e CatShaRBidbe BBT s 87 Rixp=tie [trths g PREF Lae
one OrsIWéEbéﬂNQQEalcldiedWGslﬂbn aﬁd/anbbempaﬂ;du)h be Connect ed to the outer

sl eeve such th%tF ttlleé Ggpe 'aut &qatl cal | X nner housi.n FDY
upwar ds out 2BFXEMA BaRE Vi@ a0 dhe PUlRf Fie b%a'é%BPEEteg gaMPREreR ‘?’Lgta "$ t he
enbodi wambf e vutdr BRevemnde, the external panel |s nounted on the front waII
of the outer sleeve, theq%g &ul déta rnat té be no nted on h@?

wal |, or on8 BHiNG,ge¥rg LOPFng e fatesy e’?/aene P8 'inPeW PHS'B satﬁb @ at ed
thag \(/j\htgkléﬁwhtﬂofttre l&rﬁémﬁbusmgt betwsen ltliiredloaed)‘pesltubmenactbelsgemfpeemang bnagsI A
provided in the fro e, in n it.cao alternatively be
provi dapeyt h“CHﬁE‘GB fqh%e Fﬂﬁ?p??ﬂ ggonggﬁe {"ﬁg PpthetngerSEJ €ifng could, if
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to the_pres invention ntal ner ?nfull
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anot he eass 8%98 fi}ﬁgpufsqrgg\%e CLAIMS 1. A container conpri sing:
an outer sleeve; an |nner hou5| ng cont ai ned vvlthl n the outer sleeve and

posi tidn: af eoaphaetainby' 6 iy PN, SRH LRZER PR BRePO8 A, O
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5. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the panel and inner housing
are connected such that the panel and inner housing are moveable in substantially opposite
directions.

25
6. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the inner housing comprises a
body portion and a lid portion connected to the box portion along a hinge line extending

across a wall of the inner housing.

3 7. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the inner housing comprises an
access opening which is covered by the outer sleeve when the inner housing is in the closed

position and at least partially exposed when the inner housing is in the open position.

8. A container according to any preceding claim wherein the linking device is formed of

35  a different material to the outer sleeve.



a linking device connecting the external panel to the inner housing such

t hat novenent of the inner housing between the closed position and the open
posi ti on Woizog#eadsout novement of the external panel al ecg/erh@9ofovsose wal |
of the outer sleeve. 2. A container aggording to claim1 wherein the

| i nki ng devi ce passes through one or nore openings in the outer sleeve. 3.

A cont gi ner ,according to.a recedi ng ¢laimwherein the |inki. | ce
passes ot hr ofigrrr iy diter s ARt et ThERE b oStk e,
accor deo@stto rastyicporesddtantiakly preventhmoeementhef the riknendhotising deeypbsd dime epemgat e
ri bbon, the ends of which are optionally connected to forma continuous
band. B9$K”bontainer according to any precedi ng claimwherein the panel and
i nner housing are connected such that the panel and inner housing are
nnveablg in subﬁtantiall. oqgosite diaect“ons. 6. A contiin [ 8C§ rQing to
any5 pré edi ﬁ‘gc ANH RFEYEPE PR PRSP Wgugla'rqb C(?HWBP'Pge% purswy p% M and
a |1 d paitesamthednmetioasingo t he box portion along a hinge |ine extending
across a wall of the inner housing. 7 . A container according to any
precedi ng cl ai mwherein the inner housing conprises an access openi ng which
is covered by the outer sl|leeve when the inner housing is in the closed
position and at |east partially exposed when the inner housing is in the
open position. 8. A container according to any preceding claimwherein the
i nking device is forned of a different material to the outer sleeve.9. A
cont ai ner according to any preceding claimwherein the linking device is
arranged so as to restrict or substantially prevent novenent of the inner
housi ng beyond the open position. 10. A contai ner according to any
preceding claimconprising a plurality of snoking articles in the inner
housi ng.



