
A method of operating a charge coupled device in an accelerated mode is
provided, and in particular in connection with an optical symbology imager
(10), so as to minimize variations in the position of the imager relative
to the code. The CCD (93) has two horizontal shift registers, each
receiving every other scan line so that the output of each horizontal shift
register equals the number of scan lines for normal television signals
(262). The method skips through multiple lines of image data (fig. 22),
then provides a black reference signal then images a series of lines at a
slower speed, these lines being the lines of interest (fig. 23) for
focusing and illumination operations in the optical symbology imager.
Finally, the remaining lines are passed through quickly. The imager goes
back into reset mode after either normal or fast mode operation, and is
thereby immediately ready to perform another scan. The fast mode operation
enables the imager to obtain the approximately ten lines of image data of
concern in only approximately 5.5 milliseconds, a significant time savings.
This operation can be performed for some or all of the multiple optical
positions.    


