
Separating off butanol and dibutyl ether with the aid of a    two-pressure
distillation   5 Abstract     Butanol and dibutyl ether are separated from
a mixture containing    water, dibutyl ether and n-butanol, 2-butanol
and/or isobutanol    by a process in which 10    a) the mixture is
introduced into a first distillation column,        essentially butanol is
separated off at the bottom of this        distillation column and the
mixture taken off at the top of        the distillation column 15   b) is
introduced into a second distillation column and        essentially dibutyl
ether is separated off at the bottom of        this second distillation
column and the mixture formed at the        top of the second distillation
column is removed, 20   c) the second distillation column being operated at
a higher        pressure than the first distillation column and at least
one        of the two mixtures taken off via the top of the distillation
columns being subjected to phase separation, only the organic 25     phase
separated off being fed to the second distillation        column in the
case of phase separation downstream of the        first distillation
column, and separation into an aqueous and        an organic phase also
being effected in the case of phase        separation downstream of the
second distillation column, a 30     part stream being recycled from the
top or rectification        section of the second distillation column to
the first        distillation column.    


