METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR | NCREASI NG PROCESS Yl ELDS OF DATA STORAGE DEVI CES
Abstract of the Disclosure Various enbodi nents of the present invention
provi de a nmethod and apparatus for increasing process yields of data
storage devices in which data is stored oga plurality of nedia surfaces,
and at | east one read/wite head is associated wth each nedia surface in
order to read/wite data fromto each nedia surface, the invention

i nvol vi ng thhe sMERHOD AND APPARATUSFORINCREASINIGPROCESS YIELDS
allocate a read/wite density to each read/wite head relating to the
density at which each read/ w i@ DARA SEORMGEREVICESadi ng/ writing data
fromto a nedia surface; (b) determ ning whether said data storage device
wi |l have sufficient |ogical storage sectors to provide a predeterm ned

data storage capacity for said dabsradtrate Disrloskrd f t he al |l ocat ed
read/ wite densities are used in said data storage device; and (c) altering

the allocated read/wite density of at |east one read/wite head if
necessary sSo as to ensure that said storage device has sufficient |ogical
storage sé@ ors.  Various embodiments of the present invention provide a method
and apparatus for increasing process yields of data storage devices in
which data is stored on a plurality of media surfaces, and at least one
read/write head is associatéd with each media surface in order to
read/write data from/to each media surface, the invention involving the
15  steps of: (a) testing each read/write head in order to allocate a read/write
density to each read/write head relating to the density at which each
read/write head is capable of reading/writing data from/to a media
surface; (b) determining whether said data storage device will have
sufficient logical storage sectors to provide a predetermined data storage
20  capacity for said data storage device if the allocated read/write densities
are used in said data storage device; and (c) altering the allocated
read/write density of at least one read /write head if necessary so as to

ensure that said storage device has sufficient logical storage sectors.
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