ORNAMENTALGARDEN HOSE STORAGEDEVI CE FI ELD OF THE
I NVENTI ON The present invention relates to storage of
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particularly to containers for storage and access to
hoses or hose- reels where the hose storage contai ner
is or forns part of a whole itemwhich itemhas a
function separate fromand/or unrelated to t
function JPRAEANHDETAL GARREN BQSE STEOR Ak TO THE
I NVENTI ON Any di scussi on of the prior art throughout
the specification should in no way be considered as an

agTEEDR OF THRINVENTIONOr art is widely known or forns
part of comon general know edge in the field.
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be very large to accommpdate sufficient hose to
acconplish the desired task. Especially in larger
gBACISEORQUND TOTHBINVENEIQN have unsightly
hose- rggly dlsstcgsrs% eof the prior art throughout the specification should in no way
10 be considered as an admission that such prior art is widely known or forms part of
common general knowledge in the field.
Kownacki in US Patent 5988207 and Macey Smith in US Patent 6467499

teach us the use of a decorative storage devices for a garden hose.

15 One problem that exists with prior art is that the storage device is often located
far from the desired point of use such that the hose is too short and/or the hose-reel
must be very large to accommodate sufficient hose to accomplish the desired task.
Especially in larger gardens it is not desirable to have unsightly hose-reel storage
devices located in the garden area .
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Another problem is that expensive materials such as plastic are used to form at

least a portion of hose-reel cover.

A further problem is that in situations such as apartments where space on any
25 balcony or outside area is restricted it is desirable to limit the number of items in an
area.
It is an object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate at least one

of the disadvantages of the prior art, or to provide a useful alternative.



devices located in the garden area . Another problem
is that expensive materials such as plastic are used
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further problemis that in situations such as
apartnents where space on any bal cony or outside area
is restricted it is desirable to limt the nunber of
itenms in an area. It is an object of the present

i nvention to overconme or aneliorate at |east one of
the di sadvantages of the prior art, or to provide a
useful alternative. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON One aspect

ofSUMMARSSGPITHRYRVENIOS directed to a hose storage
device wth a retractabl e hose reel contained inside a
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containing plants and/or | ) ,

A portion, preferably the upper portion of the device may be used to contain or form

part of any useful garden item. For example but not limited to:-

to contain or function as a pot containing plants and/or

to contain or function as fountain or pond and/or

to contain or function as a base for or form part of statuary or statues and/or

to contain or function as or form part of illumination means and/or

to contain or function as a device or storage area which may be refrigerated or heated

The preferred , but not limiting, form of the invention is an urn or pot of appropriate
diameter and height to contain a retractable hose reel. The upper portion of the
preferred form is watertight in the case where it forms part of a fountain or may have
strategically placed drain holes to direct drainage water away from the roots of plants
in such a way so as not to flow into the lower portion and damage the garden hose and

retractable hose reel mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of
example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 depicts a sectional view of an urn or pot containing a retractable hose
storage device. The said urn may be formed from any suitable material but is
preferably formed using fibre-glass reinforced concrete which is suitable to produce
inexpensive thin walled lightweight products suitable for mass production methods.

The device may be described as follows:-



to contain or function as fountain or pond and/or to
contain or function as a base for or formpart of
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or formpart of illum nation neans and/or to contain
or function as a device or storage area which may be
refrigerated or heated The preferred , but not
limting, formof the invention is an urn or pot of
appropri ate dianmeter and height to contain a
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the roots of plants in such a way so as not to flow
into the | ower portion and damage the garden hose and
retractabl e hose reel mechanism BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF
DRAW NGS Preferred enbodi nents of the invention wll
now be described, by way of exanple only, with
reference to the acconpanyi ng drawi ngs in which: Fig.
1 depicts a sectional view of an u or pot containing a
retractabl e hose storage device. The said urn may be
formed fromany suitable material but is preferably
formed using fibre-glass reinforced concrete which is
suitable to produce
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functional item appropriate for a garden or
conservatory or outdoor area and whi ch device contains
a conceal ed retractabl e hose storage devi ceDETAI LED
DESCRI PTI ON OF PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS The preferred ,
but not limting, formof the invention is an urn or
pot of appropriate dianeter and height to contain a
retractabl e hose reel. The upper portion of the
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a Fig. 1 which shows a sectional view of an urn consisting of a container upper

portion 10 and a container lower portion 60 upon which the upper portion rests.

The container upper portion 10 has a base 15 and sides 20 which are contiguous and
form a water tight vessel. The base 15 has a channel 25 around its outer perimeter
adjoining the sides 20. The purpose of the channel 25 is so that when the container
upper portion is to be used as plant containing means then the said channel provides a
means of collecting and directing water which falls upon the base 15 to holes 30
placed strategically at one or more locations in the base of the said channel so that
water may drain from the container upper portion without flooding the container lower
portion.

An additional one of the holes 30 may be used to provide access for water from a
separate irrigation water supply (not shown) to provide water for any plants contained

in the said container upper portion.

The container lower portion 60 consists sides 65 and a base 70 and, one of said sides
has an orifice 63 of appropriate shape and dimension to permit the hose 90 to be
withdrawn from the hose reel when required said orifice may be formed (not shown)

as part of a recess in the said side such that any “clip — on “ hose fitting is recessed
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means of collecting and directing water which falls
upon the base to holes 30 placed strategically at one
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that water may drain fromthe contai ner upper portion
wi t hout flooding the container |ower portion. An
addi tional one of the holes 30 nay be used to provide
access for water froma separate irrigation water
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tending to hide said hose fitting. Said orifice 63 may
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appropriately formed recess or channel ( not shown) in the side 65 and/or base 70 of
the said container lower portion 60. Such recess and/or channel will be formed to hide
or disguise the said supply entry and in the case of a channel in the base70 will permit
supply to enter into the container lower portion 60 without the hose or pipe or cable
being crushed by the weight of the device. Said supply may have one or more
switches and/or valves to constrict and/or adjust and/or shut-off supply of water

and/or electricity.

The said container lower portion contains a space 75 between the lower edge of the
hose-reel 80 and the base 70 such space being provided to allow the fitting of a
counterweight such as sand-bags to steady the device against the force exerted when
pulling hose from the reel. Alternatively, the device may be steadied by fixing the
base 70 by known fastening means into the desired position onto the surface upon

which it stands.

The said container lower portion 60 may also be constructed with a cover piece 62
(not shown ) to which is connected by known means axle end locating/and or
fastening means 87 and said lower portion 60 may also have formed on the inner
surface of base 70 locating or housing means (not shown) such as lugs or ridges
forming an annular locating means to locate annular axle end locating/and or fastening
means 86 so that said axle end locating/and or fastening means 86 is restrained from

moving when the hose-reel is under stress of extraction or retraction of the hose.



supply to operate lighting and/or punps and/or val ves

to control water. Said hose fitting and/ or connecti ng
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within an appropriately formed recess or channel ( not

shown) in the side 65 and/or base 70 of the said
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retractabl e hose reel contained inside a portlon

funct i 6AHRINGER ROSE stomagsdeyice finstivnRal whol e it em
havi ng a functional use 1 which use is other than the
hose storage device function 2. The said functiona
whol e item nay be one discrete item carrying out
functional usel whilst containing a hose storage

devi ce function 2.



