
A rigid disk drive unit (12) includes head assemblies (28) having both
inductive heads (44) and magnetoresistive heads (46). When information is
read from a disk surface (20), signals from the inductive head (44) and the
magnetoresistive head (46) are combined to provide an output signal,
thereby to overcome disadvantages of using either signal alone. The
relative contributions (MR, IND) of the magnetoresistive and inductive
signals are varied to optimize performance depending on the radial position
of the head assembly (28) over a magnetic disk (18) and upon whether the
information being read is data (24A) or servo position information (24B).
The inductive signal is ignored during data recovery procedure head shift
operations (136).    


