
A method and apparatus for accurately determining the actual arrival of
data at a memory device relative to the write clock to accurately align the
start of data capture and the arrival of the data at the memory device is
disclosed. The actual time of arrival of data at the inputs to a memory
device is determined by sending back-to-back write commands along with the
predetermined data pattern to the memory device. The data pattern is stored
in a register and any difference between the predicted arrival time of the
data and the actual arrival time of the data is determined by logic
circuitry. Any determined difference can then be compensated for by
delaying the start of the capture of the data at the memory device, thereby
accurately aligning the start of the data capture and the arrival of the
data at the memory device. 


