
Diaminoalkyl quaternary ammonium salts are prepared by the reaction of
alkyl halides with tertiary diamines having [err] primary alkyl radicals
attached to nitrogen and an alkyl radical between the two nitrogen atoms in
which at least three carbon atoms separate said nitrogen atoms. Said salts
are preferably substantially free from corresponding diamines. They are
useful as catalysts for interfacial polycarbonate preparation by the
reaction of phosgene with at least one dihydroxyaromatic compound.
Polycarbonate preparation using such catalysts is economical in phosgene
consumption, is accompanied by a rapid conversion of chloroformate groups
to desirable species and affords a product with a very low proportion of
unreacted dihydroxyaromatic compound.    


