AFFI LI ATE SELLI NG SYSTEM BACKGROUND COF THE | NVENTI ON

1. Field of the Invention The present invention
relates to a conmputer systemfor executing affiliate
progranms. 2. Background Art In recent years,

affiliate prograns (al so called associ ate programns)
attract attention as a new advertising technique.

The affiliate programis an advertising distribution
system of result conmmi ssion type in which adverti sing
rates are paid to affiliates only after users

gener at e SONEFFIL&INEE| SELI(INGIBYSTEMchase, entry
to a questionnaire, nmenber registration, or the |ike)

through browsers. In the afflllatelfrc?Pgram
adni ni st r at oBACHERYPYP sPF BHE NN IGthgazi nes for

|nd|V|duaIs and conpani es display advertiser's

e}pﬁné{)n @{jveIrtvls rrents on their own sites, and
w.’r tEnd% ﬁ‘a\?ngéte visitors visited the sites to

advertiser's EC (El ectronic Conmerce) sites. The

navi gak etk &d it %vteh%ao%@gla@e& hgo BECooinba t¥irastH€em
advert | serrent and when purchases of services and

£o% RRRIWEEE “r?erﬂfér“&ﬁﬁlel 85?95%‘5 or the like are
achl eved, the result conm ssions to navigation source
eﬁﬁ‘gﬂ{% yrr ed. In order to execute the
ro rarrs it is necessary to identify, for
exanﬁpereaeh’érthaﬁ{‘ spEEibiatiRerrograme (@hFo Galled

ad 08 BB r PG PRSP aRYrher dUtackiivg &4 aiddwaaBéidhsing
distribution route until the browser finally

teEHI M %s events (product purchase instructions,
quesThemf4ilid asptmmogunsbe an ady e kainghdistribution

sy & USE | Pa&wrcmﬁésf@a £ Phat i MOwh Och I 3B6EEEL ONSg
Cookie is utilized.for suc tég(:kl n%F rocessi . For

rabempre Paifete a5 f&LIRLRF R Si9PRficH some

tddmecdd thigpns (product purchase, entry to a questionnaire,
member registration, or the like) through browsgers. In
the affiliate program, administrators of Web sites and
mail magazines for individuals and companies display
advertiser's {merchant) advertisements on their own sites,
and will intend to navigate visitors visited the sites to
advertiser's EC (Electronic Commerce) sites. The
navigated visitor then goes to the EC sgite wvia the
advertisement, and when purchases of services and products,
member applications, or the like are achieved, the result
commissions to navigation source sites are occurred,

In order to execute the affiliate programs, it is
necessary to identify, for example, a merchant sgite
browsed by the user, and to implement processing for
tracking an informration distribution route until the
browser finally generates events (product purchase
instructions, questionnaire entry, member registration
instructions, or the 1like) relating to transactions.
Cookie is utilized for such tracking processing. For

example, there are disclosed documents in which tracking
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information (URL of affiliate ID) is incorporated

into a URL for linking and navigating to a seller's

site, and cal cul ations of a contingent fee for the

affiliate and the |ike are performed using the

information (refer to for exanple, Japanese

Unexam ned Patent Application Publication (Kokai) No.

2006-113884). SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON

Al t hough the tracking technol ogy using the

af orementioned cookie is effective when a user
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are installed (hereinafter called "affiliate selling
systent), it is a principle that a link for affiliate
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every product. In the conventional affiliate selling

system there has been no problemof |ack of paynent
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a tpl'ﬁ%lliislﬁ%rmsg;lﬂ&so&%urality of products, for example,
aven though it has navigated to a seller's (publisher's)
site by a link for navigation of a product A, if a buyer's
mind has changed to thereby purchase a product B, payment
of the commission to an affiliate (introducer) has not been
effected, resulting in an ineffective commission. This
is because c¢contents recorded by the cookie are
combinations of a product designation code and an
affiliate ID, and it lies in the ability not to identify
an assoclation with the seller.

Further, in the conventional affiliate selling



The present invention is made fromthe aforenentioned
situations, and an object of the present invention is
to provide an affiliate selling system which nakes
it possible to automatically navigate the user to a
seller's Wb page, and does not cause | ack of paynent
of the comm ssion to the affiliate. Another object of
the present invention is to provide an affiliate
selling system capable of navigating to the
af orenenti oned seller's Wb page and al so capabl e of
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cmﬁiga i OBSiR%e aPRIATHH YRt s el ef Ofadéleiftdinds the
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According to the present invention, it becones
possi bl e to once navigate the user to the seller's
Web page automatically by the user only clicking on
the screen the |ink for navigation pasted on the page
of the products. Wth this navigation, it is possible
to make -up for lack of information at the tinme of
di splaying in the normal shopping site, and achieve
effects of encouraging the willingness to buy.
Moreover, since the affiliate IDis included in the
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descr| Iiate sales processing i'n accordance
1“ﬁPFHth@nprQééﬁ?aﬁﬁvenFPGn performingj qthg | addreSgy
trafanation gestldshing acdpEdi bhonher AESsSi Bhe Ofsearer

fur];:LI l I at d::n).ng mee%:g g% e(%:t\’!ntgﬂ Lb?‘e@ia%ﬁggtto aclick
0perat10n of the link for navigation which is displayed
on a screen of a user terminal, a cookie on which the product
ID or the seller ID for identifying the seller, and the
affiliate ID are recorded to the user terminal;: the server
further including means for analyzing session information
between the server and a user terminal to check whether
or not the affiliate ID exists, and then acquiring the
affiliate ID from the session information if it is
determined that the affiliate ID exists, or reading the
contents of the cookie to acguire the affiliate ID from
the cookie when it is determined that the affiliate ID does
not exist; the server further including means for storing,
in response to a click operation of the link for navigation
which is displayed on a screen of a user terminal,
information in which the product ID or the vendor ID for
identifying the vendor, and the affiliate ID are recorded
in an information storage medium; and the server further

including settlement means for automatically determining
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Fig. 6 is a flowchart for describing address
transl ati on processing in accordance with the present
i nventi on; Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram
illustrating an exanple of a screen change in a first
purchase pattern of products in the present
i nventi on; Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram
illustrating an exanple of a screen change in a
second purchase pattern of products in the present
invention; Fig. 9 is a partial view of Fig. 8
c&hr@llsslibd SoabscChatdt to tihagarﬂﬂl]iildtesttroaahlngmanically

tleé?{@ B ¥ recl%%o%acng)% RedaleRihdapUr chase
ern O

products in the present 1nvention; and
<$¢tﬁnqﬂQQ%;Q£;ﬁQQ|¥ﬂVQﬂ§%RH6f Fig. 10. <Description of
Synbakssrdinsekberthe present invention, it becomes

possible to once navigate the user to the seller's Web page
automatically by the user only clicking on the screen the
link for navigation pasted on the page of the products.
With this navigation, it is possible to make up for lack
of information at the time of displaying in the normal
shopping site, and achieve effects of encouraging the
willingness to buy. Mcreover, since the affiliate 1D is
included in the l1link for navigation, the affiliate ID can
be obtained from the link for navigation, thus making it
possible to achieve the affiliate system without lack of
payment of the commission to the affiliates. Further,
providing with the settlement means for automatically
transferring the commission to the affiliate account makes
it possible to reduce inefficient operations such that the
bill is manually formed to pay the commission, and to
prevent fraudulent acts due to input mistakes of the'

commission or the like, or falsification of input data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Fig. 1 4is a schematic diagram illustrating a

configuration of an affiliate selling system in accordance
with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a flow chart for describing registration
processing of seller information in accordance with the
present invention;

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example
of a product information registration screen in the
present invention;

Fig. 4 1z a schematic diagram for describing
affiliate sales processing in accordance with the present

invention:



2: Affiliate (introducer) 3: Purchaser 1lla, 11b, 1lc:
Cient (communication termnal) 20: Wb server on
which seller's page is posted 30: Affiliate selling
system 41: Seller information database 42: Affiliate

i nformati on dat abase 43: Product information database
44: Purchaser information database DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODI MENTS

Fig. 5 is a flow chart for describing acquisition
processing of an affiliate ID in accordance with the
present invention;

Fig. 6 is a flow chart for describing address
translation processing in accordance with the present
invention;

Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example
of a screen change in a first purchase pattern of products
in the present invention:

Fig. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example
of a screen change in a second purchase pattern of products
in the present invention;

Fig. 9 is a partial view of Fig. 8;

Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating an
example of a screen change in a third purchase pattern of
products in the present invention; and

Fig. 11 is a partial view of Fig. 10.
<Description of Symbols)>

1: Seller

2: Affiliate (introducer)

3: Purchaser

1la, 1l1lb, llc: Client (communication terminal}

20: Web server on which seller's page is posted

30: Affiliate selling system

41: Seller information database

42: Affiliate information database

43: Product information database

44: Purchaser information database

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
Fig. I is a schematic diagram showing a configuration
of an affiliate selling system in accordance with the
present invention.
An affiliate selling (commerce) system 30 shown in
Fig. 1 is an information processing system that ASP

(Affiliate Service Provider) administrates, and is a
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Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram showi ng a configuration
of an affiliate selling systemin accordance with the
present invention. An affiliate selling
(comrerce) system 30 shown in Fig. 1 is an
i nformati on processing systemthat ASP (Affiliate
Service Provider) admnistrates, and is a conputer
system for performng all the processing relating to
affiliate services including accounting and
settl enent systens for conm ssion fees. The affiliate
cagdu tiengs pysére Fo3 (P & 15E muviigdetl whielpro g agiald rglating
CgﬁPyi%?e sG] 23 £n VP SR x@eouﬁtgagmge%w@ém a

server for settlenment processi % a server for
syfdifimg sEeat |°6’1‘1‘m1§|511°ﬂe f998, i ADSr At ildadbgectptling
sﬁﬁdrﬂ Bﬁtﬁs @fr@@ﬁm with edguabasesy dheothpualkase such
in the a Ilate sel lLin i ded
aSp o sehyehy o it besdlS sRFuaFam BEREMAD (o PIaul e
pravfesysrimid,.on @ﬂrwlf@rrs afminfigbresirad puldiheshéks. okn

ol AIYEt o SUPRE L A1 10fa RN ?gé@i‘ﬁms amnared dialtia®b8@es. The
i nformati on dat abase 42 tor storl Jnfor tion on

dafrphasiea e Vet oditeraht bl iat 4, ith 18
praatialegise Y3 af mlsénﬂmﬁgrmatmDMamm pl (fd)um sof g

:Lnsfaor%ratqlg% orlPur 8'37112@5 I1nf Péﬂ?tg' gﬁlqgﬁa%ﬁﬁfg‘ﬁer%r or

i nformation on purc sers 3 as mmj or
pnpaﬂt%ageepwsys) ot §PTG\%HGFH My affllAaG%ﬁ%ﬁ?’E&ﬂjo?P
adieivdskal sha ebrt hetseld®r ihfornmeamwani eat i o { B1at al

lih of the atfiliate.2 and
P GcERa o cRabbpOiChr BLERE L AT HAF2ORRT ol 00

stiorsingl LnBoomstien areppedusvelfior ardeeatifl of PRIENARRY
iJfQJﬂfﬂa&alo§t apdehpgsaf fid Id @bet ﬁ@iéfﬂgg fﬁ&tet@fﬁaemﬁe on
comruni cat a connecied wW (S 0 er oy
DTG, OR S rBE NOT KA C BRAE S Wi AL EPREE LA 1
1.each obmmheicemhuni tcatmdnalerltianats hhet bpddigh 2lc,a
co%ﬂ&{mi%a]%%%“t%}n& %&esﬂﬂ“%ﬁp.‘?ﬂéat&%ilweg 3S &nd a

personal conputer (PC) gorta | e tel ephone, and a
copuipatdenalt epmdredl LASsPEL SRESPURRRRFCHad 3Ff user
tdrMignanet wh0BRentid 1 If uBewEeAsCcafed®adtSistkly, and each

04 ggkgg%n;a' 'éé REQQr A% 3d eent kol . data i ol ggeé,h%

uter 0 execC e Intornmatli on roce
anee| eNMER 1A EN LY | awen%%w?s i Bhsegedd 9t edn Hrgal
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uter Int

0 RS o PPEPOR I CARAORs (AMIFE LS LR FRECPUN cRdSer Y
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cdNRSYH (88500} 'Pttable telephone, and a PDA (Personal
Pigital Assistants) which has an internet connection
function can be used.

Incidentally, programs and control data for causing
the computer to execute information processing relating
to affiliate sales are stored in an external storage media,
and also stored in memory means of the computer in the
affiliate selling system 30.

The seller 1, the affiliate 2, and the purchaser 3
will be now described.

The "seller" described in the present embodiment
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refers to a person who sells electronic conmerce
materi als and provides products for the purchasers
(product supplier, such as a publisher, a provider of
the products). As for the information on the seller
1, user information, such as nanmes and addresses of
the sellers 1, is registered into the seller
i nformati on database 41 in order to receive services
that the affiliate selling system 30 has. The
"affiliate" refers to a person who earns the sal es
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o faUthemseilesl bywﬂetut@ trhee sdtiterefenthproeessifigr the

bet ween the system and conputers of the financi al
institutions based on thed settl enent data.



The af orenenti oned paynent processing of the
comm ssion is executed by the server for settlenent
processing in the affiliate selling system 30. For
exanpl e, assum ng that there are sal es generated in
January, the conm ssion for the sales generated in
January is paid to the seller 1 on, for exanple
February 25, and an affiliate conmm ssion (the
conmi ssion differs in anmount depending on the sellers
1) is paid to the affiliate 2 fromthe sales of the
prafiulcer id adtde®nd bé hetvmsricalNot erhaseenrdélainto
ay-by-card_.a sfer ar | ect
e BEpaR Sr e (At S SunBaZ AT PERS e fon
thealeed psooebwidr K9 he wch@drs@s§0t¥1bm§lf§tiléﬁtw P1bbe

aud®aaliRad 1 transﬁ%mq{gantﬁm alonldie ahdint atiatsalas
t hat the a?' fil &e sel | ing system 30 of the present

aqepvdkt Pdn thas 2FE 1 A&E®a%r i nk pasted on a mail
nmagad neformatdohni keoteskinmawigmiednusecgrianae \With

pa%:te%toiprua%ﬁ§ghhegf tHXsEhgoﬁqggg:ﬁénst rﬁﬂél fomate

em purchase through a purchase |ink

sedddngos i HeredA. 1s Pr°V113ﬂdtwlb?‘%é’éﬁtf°€n%‘b1b‘?’?%‘iﬂtcaja]§'

deltlefin inBhar 6R6 1 Qs N0y Rimalct Be, pa Bl & ellet O£ AS1iate 2
"affili-Link" for t 0 .

(o TpaY BOER it QoB it Ee ot Y befsdehidodqditang
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adcRen®ingft&dns Eﬁfl%ire%@st@f ﬁ§er&§1\ﬂo&%1athBn| tdistered
creatin nafter

inkgrhe EgtPBaags “J H“F 42 e‘“‘?"’tﬁ‘s) Pf’sd cre&éﬁt"ﬁfiﬁ%tglﬁ“?%é’t
daafaf iblaisatile o8, iafuRmadionhensthe ede payeifekk b quyies sofon

e , ogdygt d fadang t
(atn*a %t ar“e“‘]% . d@g&@ o] ‘EHQ &Datlert | denbi fndahg the

a URI teaflllateselllng
St@g@tl@m abhadsLha AT argEFtRY P(’%"é’fré’f“r Ras¢d %A TOF fRARLe
scBdu) e 1nfoi:ﬂat ben na\/ﬂcgataluaranﬂajtﬂlcaaneat éngoweAN he

se%sc %rnrlleg V]Se r{g %F?WFI gttl‘?e Q?P’%EH aﬂlad.rgon}ggexy\g%f

Ite ser e se I Ng syst e
thevwwyzigb %nQWet'fdfrlquSi hesefipn thiscsett hemet d5ta he

sel Ingfe p%&%ren%ftﬂ)ﬂ/e@hi pﬁﬁvmant aﬁﬂ%&é@sﬂ{@dt&ﬂ ltRe
e Creat

ol
°°&%§Plﬂ8r d’?ow ngcﬁg’?ﬁ& étyl 0 ‘T i ﬁﬁrg?’éatfloﬁg si'%q:ﬁlement
proceatesgt higy | thk |arfEGrlﬁcattBorﬁe&lri-m c¥ygtedn 8Pe For

ex%frn%llé atesddhidfp2inhbe tHBLseofaltehes&@éé e@,eaagsteanqn

roduct ID are added .to a | ow or erojoosntl on
aé‘f“atrﬁ'e cepmifgigRian e s&ded fY SRt Eht B0 A
isapgtiens . thkAseaXamiconf tde exfalripllie- Fehkudty nks f emd

a%?ffgﬁm%;v)c)?mmissﬁgp (%he clpmg%gglsj?n_ddlefffﬁrps/ 11'|}1 amhount
detpmn(g,ipgn%ﬁﬁe se lers 1) ZLS paid to the affiliate 2 from
the sales of the seller 1 at the end of February. HNote
herein that pay-by-card and bank transfer are selectable
as a form of the settlement.

Next, the affiliate sales processing using an
address translation will be described.

A mechanismof the affiliate sales that the affiliate
selling system 30 of the present invention hasg is that a
link pasted on a mail magazine or the like link navigates

users to a Web site of the seller 1 by the address
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In the present exanple, it is set that a string of
codes attached behind "af=" is the affiliate ID that
is the introducer, a URL attached behind "url=" is
the URL of the seller page, and information attached
behind "iten" is the product ID (unique nunber in
the systen). When the user is navigated by this
affili-link, the affiliate selling system 30 sets a
cookie in which the product ID (or the ID of the
seller 1), and the ID of the

translation means to make them purchase through a purchase

link pasted thereon.

In the present embodiment, as link information
(hereinafter, referred to as "affili-link" or "link for
navigation®") for link navigation to the Web site of the
seller 1, it is provided with means for creating URL
information {hereinafter, referred to as "navigation link
creating means") in which an ID (hereinafter, referred to
as "affiliate ID") for identifying the affiliate 2, a URL
of the seller page (Web page of the seller 1}, and a product
ID for identifying the product are added to a URL of the
affiliate selling system 30 as an argument (referred to
as "argument URL").

In the navigation link creating means, assuming that,
for example, a domain name of a Web site server of the
affiliate selling system 30 is "WWW.xyz.JP"; the affiliate
ID, "abc"; the URL of the seller page, "def.JP/ghi.html™";
and the product ID, "nnn", following affili-links will be
created. In other words, the navigation link creating
means creates the 1link information in which (al) the
affiliate ID, (a2) the URL of the seller page, and (a3)
the product ID are added to a low order position of the
URL of the affiliate selling system 30 as an argument.
<An example of the affili-link (link fox navigation}>

http://www.xyz.jp/af.php?af=abcsurl=def.jp/ghi.h
tml&item=nnn

In the present example, it is set that a string of
codes attached behind "af=" is the affiliate ID that is
the introducer, a URL attached behind "uxl=" is the URL
of the seller page, and information attached behind
"jtem=" is the product ID (unique number in the system).

When the user is navigated by this affili-1ink, the
affiliate selling system 30 sets a cookie in which the
product ID (or the ID of the seller 1), and the ID of the
affiliate 2 to the communication terminal 1lc of a

prospective buyer. In other words, it is provided with
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affiliate 2 to the communication termnal Ilc of a
prospective buyer. In other words, it is provided
with neans for setting, in response to a click
operation of the link for- navigation on the screen by
t he purchaser 3, the cookie on which the product ID
or the seller ID, and the affiliate ID are recorded
to the purchaser termnal 11c. As a result of this,
the cookie can maintain that who the introducer of
the product has been for a period of validity of a
méiﬂ*}éﬁf(aﬁ:%e’@&(ﬂ[‘@] @n BedfYnse to a clhi@k 6hafatiarm5@l’:‘f the

EokGa D1 83PE0L laie UYL, 20l% DR ailisss, (

I NCOT por at | n
Cﬁ@(ﬂ(ﬁfm khigh the Eﬁ@mﬁéfr I orhthe stdlger é@enai‘ﬁoﬁﬁﬁ

aftﬂelﬁt%rigcawermle&@f% Eﬂécﬁlaﬁcﬁﬁas’:bzpﬁ:@&hﬁhal 1lc
er.wa

(product identified by t r oduct
A FoBRLF o et CURSIHE SRRt APt 2Pg 5o
irgfrdde g oflutte psodisct bag lasen forsa perhoA atheapedi byl
ot?f (ﬁ!\x di t_%rof "%ei)é As shown in the
o

§g‘exarrp allnk (referredto as the
purBemddat FrRagonf Wigd phedraspegtiysnPuyer §ddst ghe
Uﬁth%«ﬁﬁlels@ (meaametshahnbb&pbtaﬂimﬁb PRy berpuichased

%%&Jhls mech ﬁﬁga¥eA%f%§1nB %wgéfthiﬁH¥E%W§§%'é5@ﬁ

nmFNnn exa
thosaqmetlpfe OQGQFPBD'CM¢CI9UF?§11&FPEC e chelsiesd 2 | pepguct

(p%@tf LhbAteri b hatnd prbBactNir PHEEEEwhSasOtit will
bdescrl bed here. The reason_i s th@ %ﬁelq{flglatfg%

q St PN d R HRG PRI BIIGHe EdbK e e
prarthdthe saé$ ilargd @sl Dt fimetitbds bye migpd eéowslmmt!ad
oéo%hid}gst.he used.

As shown in the following examples, a link (referred

to as the "purchase link™) of the product ID "nnn" 1is set

to the seller page, so that the product may be purchased

by this mechanism.

<{An example of the purbhase link>
www.xXyz.Jjp/a.php?item=nnn

In this example, it is the product ID which is
attached behind "item=." The affiliate ID that is the
introducer is not described here. The reason is that the
affiliate ID is stored and maintained by the cookie or a
session, and the affiliate ID functions by being
reconstructed behind the used.

A mechanism including this URL address translation
is the greatest feature of the affiliate selling system
in accordance with the present invention.

Hereinafter, showing concrete embodiments,
processing of the affiliate selling system 30 in
accordance with the aforementioned address translation
will be described. Note herein that the description
including the registration processing of reguired

information will be sequentially made, and an operation
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A mechanismincluding this URL address translation is
the greatest feature of the affiliate selling system
in accordance with the present invention.

Her ei naft er, showi ngconcr et eenbodi nents, processi ng of
the affiliate selling system 30 in accordance with
the aforenenti oned address translation wll be

descri bed. Note herein that the description including
the registration processing of required information
will be sequentially nmade, and an operation exanple
epimphe whotiee awitls bs saddansd a1t aoms 1 at iaoC dind acce rdianik e

whVEL §7L 807! & &’fquez %%ﬂﬁ & ates<1. Registration

processi ng o mati on>> Fig. 2is a
flow Rﬂﬁrﬁttwnn@ré’cﬁlsé\?dnef ofhgedégrsipherpation>>

procesgi.ng ofissel |ﬁ10wnfc&hhmt Iél!bwﬁﬂﬂ Eh&low of the
e infQrmtiqQn on t

tration roces.S| n
= £GP SHE 8L RS Bl st Nt 180 0 ghly ene
redlstuabipmmrocessingThe @e& lievf ormatdesses ihve s¥dber

13&{1/1.9% E’le"sB%iBEE' éi@:‘i& wiedd ithQ $YSede %Qufsf Q%E;Eﬁm
comuni cation termnal 11la, such as a PC o he'l i ke

and CPPAE& LT dqicassafehle et neTeer |lért1?‘%nﬂéﬁﬁréﬂ%ﬁ
seNlihe Nebtqmgen fhwm afd |doatmrsieldtiing tpshenmmiOlla,

sﬁéﬁpééyas p"i‘: %‘ij 8L iiﬂéovégh"é‘f{?ﬁ?% el tst%rl} neh&8s
e o

on a display unit on e co ication
tlll%rﬁ’ﬁ’h%ﬁr hjanf‘?BI?i“QeWtqu i1 eikp dfetn nRde- aE’BPe§§fP-élate

s@IDi/:h@eds)}sg:etrrhe agel hea?ﬁapg OV Sli!{la.edr(fj%gl §§:b&§.?@6nal
een an an en (0] e-nmal a ress.,I.S T

rSFLSEN L ARS AE T & didpary Nt OF 85 5ahe b Bhe
cmwmqrecmmem@athl@f t&re en:at:ry atite b sofioei hasd

aéu£515f0£sfeﬂyba£aé&gl§£ralh@n R¥18aPBL! , p@BYisional
accept ance processin rOVlSlonal reqgi stration
gg agzﬁnt

r%§%$ Eﬁ*%ﬁﬂnﬁQQqﬁﬁ ( of the e-maill address
is first prompted for the seller 1 (Step S1). The Web

server which has received data of the mail address notifies
a URL for regular registration by e-mail, and acceptance
processing of the provisional registration will be
completed (Step 52).

The Web server accessed by the URL for regular
registration from the communication terminal lla displays
a regular registration screen on the display unit on the
side of the communication terminal 1la, the user then
inputs information on a credilt card (a card number, an
expiration date), and information on an initial
registration fee, and the Web server executes credit
settlement processing of the initial registration fee.
In this embodiment, if the credit settlement is normally
completed, it 1s determined that the seller 1 meets
screening criteria (Step S3). and regular registration
processing of the seller 1 is executed. Entry fields of
the seller information (name, address, telephone number,
password, bank account information, seller ID, and the

like of the seller 1) are provided in the regular
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The Web server accessed by the URL for regul ar
registration fromthe conmmunication term nal Ha
di spl ays a regular registration screen on the display
unit on the side of the conmunication termnal 11la,
the user then inputs information on a credit card (a
card nunber, an expiration date), and information on
an initial registration fee, and the Wb server
executes credit settlenment processing of the initial
registration fee. In this enbodinent, if the credit
resgaitstﬂ:mruniscmmabh?y wenpteleelry It ithedHel nbaeder

ré&gitreg h%e b§het FREDEmIELSAMU IS 'Jteer:‘ @Lt( FI. %L'
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accoun, | NT Or sel, r ., .adl | Keé O e
o taing NP wRE silaernnSonRe 280 b 18, bl GoRhy phSa
(HEredd of The s‘elglieltratipheO\ﬁemhseseéitere@;efvemathen
e&eé L] Qamat 59 éemn@ga@i@g tide \aﬂe&ﬁekhﬁnﬁymaeﬁ%

I nf ormat 'on dat abase retrlevabl by the seller
basied Hen | the (8Fep 234 t%?rﬂf e :I"Ze@‘?’g‘tar%i‘tqnor\o“ sales.
I ianessiing ,of difhosryh erthenf osebtd0n id | |cdEled the

" Cq}%sﬁl;%d' GR! @Resgltem? Lf GO 1Al ?f %EﬁﬁgsﬁJéL@ém

i on 'here narnl I at accunu
3Geliltet s ineffauned &A mstéw osethker| ap thds emhﬁ@m@nt

<dnf OR%Eb@Banoﬁq:lr%?oeddlﬁ'JQdSEt@ﬁﬁMJ.a&'het h@aghmahﬁon»
snher n the

K
STt st o T Pt Rg tagR BT s T1 o8 P arP s g el The

tHesedf£iliate t Bi yiditbowk néatcriked . Reffioder dthadn since

op@x%cﬁ%sﬂﬁgn Qfec Rildlahlbat @i t DB d A3t ion pro&@%ﬁing

I stration processing_of the information on
OfaF ¢ Hinfegma tion) al‘kf‘esa’@%EPF&@dth?\E)‘? efitha r%?h%’%rati"“
pmpﬁrsastajr@mfl Rhacsel ten cin fi tra tdven r égi stilat bensimply

c%_%se% @)%r%fmgg%e&_nfor mation are simlar to those of

e regi stration processing of the seller
| nf of ra@ifdd L iptevin o Sigfp fanes AGBEF shet el eI eRe |

numxaf Ebbrat xd i pagaliod ) ( Bakk aad@uasSinterephhe,

cr ke k o nt
af B ve RECEE e YL PERRARA) oaBAS AT proyiqeq
i j &®) mgog)m@v;mdreaiahrahMFrrﬁtcreﬁnr églsmlﬁmeriomn a
aisg1._n ﬂii%'@ﬁ’%@%ﬁ:ﬁh&ﬂé%dmlﬂeﬂﬁu{éle 11b of the

t t 11b of th ffi
2SN Jer PBE Fhaeoks SPRESE: FPEPares | Ho et Elkte
irmrfeginsttdron towedisttiee af fiiltihathe iaffdildattieoin Hent i
da4t2aﬂa"33ter u%%@%é%ﬁﬂ% A fehlel akelipapé e tﬁ@ 130,

filiate beconmes an introduction IDin sale. <<3.
Thﬁegﬂfsftir]dtait@n 1B 66ES¥Pfig2Bf 1BF68’EE?t+?ﬂ ot et Gike -
<dext Rep@git SEE AL Opir ¢ @€EBISG NGE ofr d Mifcdr Natfio@madion) >

Prodyet s | 0als LPFaRLA ®hrdcBUBLAINEE (Hlethhon dd
products that the seller 1 publishes {(displays) will be
described.

Fig. 3 shows an example of a product information
registration screen displayed on the display unit of the
communication terminal 1la of the seller 1. Entry fields
of a product name, a supply price, descriptions of the
product, a URL of the seller page, and photographs of the
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Fig. 3 shows an exanple of a product information
regi stration screen displayed on the display unit of

the conmuni cation termnal 1la of the seller 1. Entry

fields of a product nane, a supply price,
descriptions of the product, a URL of the seller
page, and photographs of the product (next screen of
Fig. 3: the figure is omtted) and the |ike are
provided in the product information registration
screen, and the seller 1 inputs the screen
prodwrindhiean sereempoddits . 3hathe o gele s weditregl) and

tl?@l lllk@ea%b ﬁ%\f%&e&eCfﬁVeﬁué h%ﬂd@l@:"&a information
Information, automatically gives the product ID

r‘i‘-’ﬁe‘?‘é?é&j(qrh Sﬂ%‘e?nexéﬁﬂl ghey ﬁ%lb‘?’édhétnph’l}ﬁbépenﬁﬁreen
immﬂétjtcﬁm bhea Priavat shabptny sdllleande s YR Stter Selll.
t.he pr.oduct farmati nda ase 43.r trlea
Trbe %b £d:ucetrl e% lé’r%el I%er B uctdenfll Prma¥ E?He
al!sfemaéirlcairlyt h@lVW(e ’Che<épr€@r@at i B (hezessi rigtrbf this

eﬁﬁ{ﬂlé atg 'p%hﬁct numbei\leﬁfﬁn nﬁ[ﬁﬁlé €08 I%%C§§§'tgﬁ 9k
the affiliate |inpk (the aforenmentioned affili-lin %

eqRORed)) - gé‘Pfinﬁe?bsY%S g "paget e Ruedusd| tof °F“‘9\H
dddmbohesC I4|3bedtr1evably Py $the plredattiin atthe? sehabrhaB
ereQ.deﬁatn%rlef‘}l%e OL@ARRL, °'3§d tﬁEf hifate information

accesses the  af |I|ate sél g stemSOfromthe
{HomGhreitPBnPreFRFRARY| P% ?? =
to Im&iﬂdldﬁﬁamﬁ.ﬁﬂbtﬁﬁcﬁcéE’EiﬁgSoﬁVﬁheSth:LlIQEe afifm}d {the

N e

Oﬁaa:évsa/\medlea? élcrwééﬁr é?ﬁ degeasdied.| | st that i nd| cat es a

l'i sty ofsor odlet 2@ 1tiRe odi SPkANL U'ina_ts Hedierea the
comuni cation te nal, 11b, The affiliate 2 navi g

afoTaMeR IRy AHddsiaks a FEBMIAE B o ARTEHRS of ©
afifriddwcte | sslland pasttiewy &0f of fow rtgueafef:ommuﬂum(tlon

teinAd8d P, tDe aher %!E%Etl'l{-l'ﬂ%d znad’és&&lie'sontd | Pheroduce

creati ng neans on its own web and mai | magazi ne.
POQIE S AR dt8eSERi HEEDN &Theaaffﬁﬁéﬁaéﬁaﬁﬁiél%o%ﬁtem
3cbalieyiwykl, bﬁt@mddwiédtercﬁtﬁjmgCEhetaﬂﬁiSljtm gaB® the

chée?ﬁ{cl)glﬁlgti 3 ?ftap,ﬁtt]fg &QSW?&”& §croger% QF afproduct

enmenti o I T8t exa
1 igftf rhﬁtlllwiqqﬁwafloirsmaﬁu@Iaqfittﬁﬂswn the display unit
ot e/ /c:MMNuiﬁ)lZ:ajtﬂbﬂf Heplafazabr®ur | =dgé. jaF/rghiialte 2

n%ﬁﬂqlfggggnﬁ g b tloﬁog?%é?n tﬁf?it%f_ I%ﬂﬁp ?ut
off rténesetrbéncpage,st amld i e soTdmet |aoﬁ0éﬂ-pmtn9t@frh‘:lls Tirek
cﬂyéﬁgéﬂbﬂ Phe aforementioned navigation link creating
means on its own weblog and mail magazine. HNote that a
description of a first example shown below will be omitted
here since it has the same configuration as that of the
example of the aforementioned affili-link.
<First example of affili-link (link for navigation)>
http://www.xyz.jp/af.php?af=abc&url=def.jp/ghi.h
tml&item=nnn
(information after af= 1is the affiliate 1ID,
information after url= is the URL of the seller page, and

information after item= is the product ID)
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For exanpl e, when the purchaser 3 (purchase
applicant) clicks the aforenentioned affili-link on
the Wb screen of the weblog of the affiliate 2, the
purchaser 3 noves to the URL of the seller page (in
this exanple "def.JP/ghi.htm ") which is a link
destination, via the affiliate selling system 30
which is a first access destination, and information
on the product corresponding to the product ID "nnn"
is displayed on a display unit of the conmunication
t er nfanal ebdaonpoife ,t hehpor clihser p8rchesehat 3t i feyrdhese

apg,flf 'Jan% duciﬁ’thg n&éyﬁmﬁ&ﬁwe%%%fm&oaml o Al

the product identified nnn") from
WePhECEr SRR thANRINA OF (h ABELL ASerhs SROGHAHIASSE

3 RioR@isClt ol ?hleﬂuhheoﬂff:hél slammfsr pade al 50 tIETOgERAGSle
" L.Q " page st t

s AT T ek Bl PPE A0 cBRERRT, 0571V 18
aftfmmaemarq:ﬂlellrmefsngm 3nt Iich nig ha st aqcnakss

aelB4ihR8 ont NEnd rﬂhvfegmgeioﬂfoﬁ Bﬁe Rroduet &sherd 4 dgdraﬁrtghe
i nfroducer (affiliate 2) .of .the product bas

togt e RER G TPaf RRR * ks dlS'PlauYFrdt Bt 8)%5#3%’ “‘é’bE"‘if
tmabémmngﬁiaﬁiodtakmlmmﬂlemkﬁathepmhehankmrhatmmmhat
tigr e @té 'a'fﬁaﬁa@efsreqmﬁ@ f-;{énl.bat efafc%r@{f&r}nmon

} second exa e t he
onafchpmmqhm(t Wi tihye Béoﬂé%r}%utlfled by e ’PWF hFa‘iq"bn

th@hp*‘rbaugv@,nmz%rﬁ&teioﬁﬁhberabaaged3 itasddGoni Ré ytethddt
t he ro I_.NT,Qr 0] edal st er . WM t r t
D ﬁf‘o t :%o%tnil&atlaBaSe lzfg asS%dgggr ?gégg%}nh:h,%%RE 89%%6
seRégurspaaeucdh theozesst ndlesit imaddeat Lrom dilrfaliRdnof the

seQ%%eqwa&bley qnglaf-ikk**l ink, is mal | Zdd e ads&hg b @
follown f%rgx < eco %Egke 9 gffl%h nk (I nk
"dedr IRAIPGalitB) 2
1nhtbmubbmmmoﬂythphaﬁnmm$9ai¢abt8£iewpmhn introducer
(a&% ﬁﬁrQthQ” %f%ﬁé ?Eodhéttﬂﬁsééféﬁ'éﬁéfAé%lfﬂgke ID

ornatlon fter enF IS product ID
(af-“*** ..', nthlsexample“abc ) in the affili-link,
and extracts the information on the affiliate 2 from the
affiliate information database 42.

Next, a second example of the affili-link will be
described. ‘

The information on the "URL of the seller page" is
also included in the product information registered with
the product information database 43 as described in "3.
Registration processing of product information."
Consequently, the affili-link is realizable also in a
following form.
<Second example of affili-link (link for navigation}>

http://www.xyz.jp/af.php?af=abc&item=nnn

(information after af= is the affiliate ID, and
information after item= is the product ID)

Although the affili-link created by the navigation
link creating means has been a form in which the URL of

the seller page is included in the affili-1ink in the first
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Al though the affili-link created by the navigation

link creating neans has been a formin which the URL

of the seller page is included in the affili-link in

the first exanple of the affili-link, the URL of the

sell er page is reproduced fromthe product

i nformati on obtained fromthe product information

dat abase 43 based on the product ID or the sales ID

in a second exanple. Incidentally, both exanples may

be enpl oyed, but the first exanple is nore preferable
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normal shopplng gite, and aim at effects of encouraging

the willingness to buy.

Accordingly., when the affili-link is clicked on the
Web page (on the screen of the terminal of the purchaser
3) of the weblog and the mail magazine of the affiliate
2, the affiliate selling system 30 acquires the URL of the
seller page in the affili-link, and translates the address
of the access destination to the URL of the seller page
address to thereby make the user jump to the sellexr page
indicated by the URL.
<<6. Purchase link set to seller page>>

Next, the purchase link set to the seller page will
be described.

In the affiliate selling system 30, the navigation
to the seller page is performed by the address translation
to the URL of the seller page using the affili-link, but
when it navigates to the seller page, the sale does not
go through unless the user actually purchases products,
so that the purchase link (refer to the aforementioned
concrete example "www.xyz.jp/a.php?item=nnn") is set to
the seller page in advance. The purchaser 3 can purchase
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Next, the purchase |link set to the seller page wll
be descri bed. In the affiliate selling system
30, the navigation to the seller page is perforned by
the address translation to the URL of the seller page
using the affili-link, but when it navigates to the
sel l er page, the sale does not go through unless the
user actually purchases products, so that the
purchase link (refer to the aforenmenti oned concrete
exanpl e "www. xyz. j p/ a. php?itenFnnn") is set to the
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(Eﬂfldﬂnddﬂﬂ@Mﬂﬁt|mﬂmi is the affili-link shown as the
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first exa In the exanple shown in
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elhl.e psi:eolguctspag'?he aanjgfi(l%.se?t 819599“&;}“% 30 sets the
affili-link in sentences of the announcement mail to
perform the purchase navigation. While the affili-link
set here is the affili-link shown as the aforementioned
first example or second example, the first example is
employed in the example shown in Fig. 4. Hence, there is
set the affili-link with a form in which {(al) the affiliate
ID, (a2) the URL of the seller page, and (a3) the product
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ID are added to the end of the URL of the affiliate
selling system 30, in the sentences of the

announcenent mail. (P2) Maintaining of affili-link
i nformation When the user clicks the
affili-link (AFT link in Fig. 4) in the mail sentence

currently displayed on the screen of the user

termnal 11c (or on the Wb pages of the webl og or
the like), a cookie which has recorded the product 1D
(or the seller ID) and the affiliate ID on the user

16 68 D@hed k6 i5e 28ld oRNGhd URL oS €he X AiNAlatlehs811ing

i nformation eproduced till
=AY 10 (or i ARRen st dayd Py oRRATaBErell Bt o
(RhEe Meookie revgn ofherf ftild -Biowksdanfpsmat s d thereafter

sppal , S 364 19f-f i nkPIAFAddE £ S1
transﬁg{ll gﬁ@ us j'?tfekné tStﬁIeéJaff I1 1|lrr1lk ?SFC| | ckegl:n

Fiphovk P2 theematit| wa*eeneewwge%% &heBdagadi §ht
séfl@e:usc&r #ne tkerWebrmihelof 1& heoisedd ehelWep phges of
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URL by this address translation means will be described
using flow charts shown in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6.

First, the acquisition processing of the affiliate
ID will be described with reference to the flow chart shown
in Fig. 5.

The affiliate selling system 30 analyzes the session
information between it and the user terminals 11c to check
whether or not the affiliate ID exists (Step S11), and
determines the existence of the affiliate ID (Step S12).
Subsequently, if it is determined that the affiliate ID
exists, it acquires the affiliate ID from the session
information (Step S13), whereas if it is determined that
the affiliate ID does not exist, it reads contents of the
cookie and acquires the affiliate ID from the cookie (Step

514). -
The aforementioned logic is a logic for switching
the cookie and the session upon moving from the affili-link

to the product purchase as a method for acqguiring the
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The aforenmentioned logic is a logic for sw tching

t hecooki eandt hesessi onuponnovi ngfront heaffili-link to
t he product purchase as a nethod for acquiring the
affiliate I D when acquiring and succeeding to the
affiliate I D. For exanple, when the user directly
noves fromthe affili-link to the product purchase

wi t hout closing the browser, the session can exist,
so that the affiliate IDis acquired fromthe
session. Mreover, for exanple, when the URL of the
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id' getforjed/ ghi afsotlatien with the product ID (or seller
ID) of the affili-link, from the product information
database 43 (Step S524).

Subseguently, the address translation means
navigates (jump), in response to a click operation of the
affili-link, to a site specified by the URL of the seller
page by translating the access destination URL of the user
terminal 1lc of the operation source from the URL of the
affiliate selling system 30 to the URL of the seller page

————————z@aqresss-~ - In the example of the aforementioned
affili-link, it address-translates the URL from
"http://www.xyz.jp" to "def.jp/ghi.html"” to move to the
URL of the seller page indicated by "def.jp/ghi.html." At
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that tinme, setting of the page instantly displayed is
set to the URL of the seller page using a redirection
function (LOCATION instructions response) of HITP
(Hyper Text Transfer Protocol) (Step S25). (P4)

Di spl ay of seller page When novi ng (j unpi ng)
to the URL of the seller page, the seller page which
is displayed and set by the address transl ation
descri bed above (P3) is displayed on the display unit
of the user termnal 11c. In the seller page, it is
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30, screen data ¢f a purchase page will be transmitted to
the user terminal llc by the affiliate selling system 30,
and the screen of the purchase page will be displayed on
the display unit of the user terminal llc. If the user
purchases products, the user selects a form of settlement
(pay-by-card, bank transfer or the like) to purchase
desired products.

Next,purchasepatternswhenthepurchaserpurchases
products will be described.

When the purchase pattern is roughly classified,
there are a pattern of downloading and purchasing contents
(digital product} (hereinafter referred to as "first
pattern”), a pattern of subscribing and registering to a
paid mail magazine (hereinafter referred to as "second

pattern”), and a pattern of purchasing goods {hereinafter
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referred to as "third pattern"). Fig. 7is a
schemati ¢ di agram showi ng an exanple of a screen
change in the first purchase pattern of products.
Fig. 8 and 9 are schenmati c di agrans show ng exanpl es
of the screen change in the first purchase pattern of
products. and Fig. 10 and Fig. 11 are schematic

di agrams showi ng exanpl e of the screen change in the
first purchase pattern of products. Incidentally, as
for the pattern of purchasing through a root of "A
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introducer's affiliate ID is reconstructed from the cookie
has been described as an example in the embodiment
mentioned above, it may be a mode in which the information
is stored in the database of the affiliate selling system

30. Accordingly, it may be a mode that information in
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1. An affiliate selling systemprovided with a server
having a function for navigating to a seller page
which is a Wb page of a seller of products based on
a link for navigation pasted on a page of the
products-introduced on a mail magazi ne or a webl og by
affiliates, and data base storing product information
i ncl udi ng descriptions of products for sale and the
URL of the seller page in association with a product
IDor aseller IDfor identifying a seller, and
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S‘F’Fﬁ‘%ﬁ @ft FBR 48 teoMiBAtcatd SY St RdpPard
tj‘]_ﬁ@&if\llthg a1 tlenanickfuiomn I kancbanawh Late DMyt empitnalingf
P& G I | g ggso@gg PLoce ,gémlw 44 @ﬁde %ggm)xeggdue
focess of I'ate based on sal l'iate
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ah @ 'proAdksNgE M@i&ﬂg:d be Pre Bk ileDtRb £ psodualp to
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fer oshuety |42 ae arerardguvadmt) GRie, aUREdﬂhﬂgr mat i on | n
whi ch the argunment URL is added to a URL of the
affiliate selling systemas a link for navigation;
and address transl ati on neans for navigating a
browser of a user termnal to said seller page and
transferring the browser to the seller page in the
state that said affiliate IDis held on a session
i nformati on between said user term nal by executing
an address translation process automatically
transl ati ng an access destination URL of said user
term nal of the operation source fromthe URL of the
affiliate selling systemto a URL of the seller page
by setting a cookie recording the affiliate ID and
the product IDin said |link for navigation to said
user termnal and at the sane tinme by obtaining the
URL of the seller page of the product fromsaid data
base based on the product IDin said link for
navi gation, if said link for navigation is clicked on
a screen of said page of the products introduced,
wherein a purchase link adding said product ID
to the URL of said affiliate selling systemis
prelimnary pasted on said seller page as a link to a
pur chase page whi ch accepts the purchase of the
product, and further the server having:
restoration neans for automatically restoring the
affiliate ID of the affiliate which introduces the
product specified by the product IDwthin said
purchase link, if said purchase link is clicked on
the screen of said user termnal, a session
i nformati on between the server and a user termnal is
anal yzed to check whether or not the affiliate ID
exists, and then said affiliate ID fromthe session
information is acquired if it is determned that the
affiliate ID exists, or said affiliate ID fromsaid
cookie is acquired by reading the contents of the
cookie if it is determned that the affiliate |ID does
not exist; and 22



settlenment nmeans for automatically proceeding with

the transfer of the noney to the accounts of said
affiliate and said seller in the case that an order

of the product specified by the product ID wthin

said purchase link is determ ned as to be conpl et ed,

at the sane tine that bycéaé@ﬁfylng the affiliate
|ntrodu0|ng the product by acquiring said session
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obtaining the product ID of product selected on said
product screen and the affiliate ID of the affiliate, and
using the affiliate ID and the product ID as an argument
URL, URL information in which the argument URL is added
to a URL ¢f the affiliate selling system as a link for
navigation; and

address translation means for navigating a browser
of a user terminal to said seller page and transferring
the browser to the seller page in the state that said
affiliate ID is held ¢on a session information between said
user terminal by executing an address translation process
automatically translating an access destination URL of
said user terminal of the operation source from the URL
of the affiliate selling system to a URL of the seller page

by setting a cookie recording the affiliate ID and the
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product ID in said 1link for navigation to said user
terminal and at the same time by obtaining the URL of the
seller page of the product from said data base based on
the product ID in said link for navigation, if said link
for navigation is clicked on a screen of said page of the
products introduced, wherein

4 purchase link adding said product ID te the URL
of said affiliate selling system is preliminary pasted on
said seller page as a link to a purchase page which accepts
the purchase of the product, and further the server having:

restoration means for automatically restoring the
affiliate ID of the affiliate which introduces the product
specified by the product ID within said purchase link, if
said purchase link is clicked on the screen of said user
terminal, a session information between the server and a
user terminal is analyzed to check whether or nol the
affiliate ID exists, and then said affiliate ID from the
session information is acquired if it is determined that
the affiliate ID exists, or said affiliate ID from said
cookie is acquired by reading the contents of the cookie
if it is determined that the affiliate ID does not exist;
and

settlement means for automatically proceeding with
the transfer of the money to the accounts of said affiliate
and said seller in the case that an order of the product
specified by the product TD within said purchase link is
determined as to be completed, at the same time that by
specifying the affiliate introducing the product by
acquiring said sessicn information or the affiliate ID
from said cookie, by automatically determining commission
to be paid to the affiliate and the money amount of the
sales payment to be paid to the seller based on an
accounting information stored in a memory means in said
affiliate selling system by proceeding accounting
procedures for purchasing said product based on said

purchase link and based on the affiliate information and
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the seller information registered preliminarily in said
data base, and then the money is transferred respectively
to the accounts of said affiliate and seller on term days
respectively through computers of financial institutions
based on a settlement information generated based on the
determined commission and money amount of the sales
payment and based on a schedule information set
preliminarily the term days for the affiliate and the

seller.

2. The affiliate selling system according to claim
1, wherein the navigation link creating means creates the
link for navigation while including the URL of the seller

page in the argument URL.

3. The affiliate selling system according to claim
2, wherein the address translation means acquires the
argument URL within the link for navigation and also
acquires the URL of the seller page included in the
argument URL, and performs the address translation

processing based on the URL.
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