FASTENERS HAVI NG | MPROVED COMFORT Abstract A fastening nenber has inboard
and out board ends, a panel region, an end region, and a stiffening el enent.
The panel region is disposed adjacent to the inboard end and has first and
second | ayers. The first and second |ayers are joined in a face-to-face
orientation. The end region is di sposegh adj acent to the outboard end and
has a fastening el enent zone and an internedi ate zone. The internedi ate
zone i s disposed between the fastening el enent zone and the panel region
adj acent an interface between the panel and end regions. The stiffening

el ement is disposed in RASTENERS ¢NVINGAMPROVEDCOMAORESS of greater than
about 200 Nm A portion of the stiffening elenent is disposed between the
first layer and the second layer and is joined to the first layer and the
second | ayer. The portion is disposed adjacent to the interface between the
panel region and the end region. [ Fifpstba

A fastening member has inboard and outboard ends, a panel region, an end region, and a
stiffening element. The panel region is disposed adjacent to the inboard end and has first
and second layers. The first and second layers are joined in a face-to-face orientation. The
end region is disposed adjacent to the outboard end and has a fastening element zone and
an intermediate zone. The intermediate zone is disposed between the fastening element
zone and the panel region adjacent an interface between the panel and end regions. The
stiffening element is disposed in the end region and has a stiffness of greater than about 200
N/m. A portion of the stiffening element is disposed between the first layer and the second
layer and is joined to the first layer and the second layer. The portion is disposed adjacent to

the interface between the panel region and the end region.

[Fig. 1A]



