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ABSTRACT 

METHOD OF PARTICLE CONTAMINANT REMOVAL 

Apparatus and methods for removing particle contaminants from a solid surface includes 

providing a layer of a viscoelastic material on the solid surface. The viscoelastic material is 

applied as a thin film and exhibits substantia] liquid- like characteristics. The viscoelastic 

material at least partially binds with the particle contaminants. A high velocity liquid is applied 

to the viscoelastic material, such that the viscoelastic material exhibits solid- like behavior. The 

viscoelastic material is thus dislodged from the solid surface along with the particle 

contaminants, thereby cleaning the solid surface of the particle contaminants. 
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