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Campbell. (First  affixed, to the teem    .. -  ' Floor), . Serem.   .
Negeri  Sembilab.  Figure 2 is. -an enlargod fragmentary cross- Malaysia.
do beby declare the. invention,  sectional view on the line. IX-I in Figure
V, 5 S for which I pray {hat a patent.. may be  .Figure. 3is. a perspecdve
view  of a 55 granted to me, and the metbo4 by which it is  moulded rubber
rain gpard stdp. and to be performed, to be particularly described  .'Fig
4 is a; cross-scctign o    the lige in an by the f1ollowin gatnent:-
IV.-V in Figure. 3. ist( hetapping of  .,Figure 1 shows at 1 ft,.trunk of a
rubber Thi invbentr  iel$ "o~z  tapin  of     te  evn a dow~nwa~rdly,
inclined tapping 60 10 rubber. troks.     6.teeh As is well known, rubber
latex is. obtained. cut 2 ihe; bark thereof at the base of from a rubber
tree by making a downwardly  tapping area 11. Latex 3 caina from the
incliedl tapping cut Aq Xi, bark of a tree. lower end of the tapping cut 2
into a collect- Latex exuded by thotr iruns down the cut  ing cup 4 affixe4
to the tree beneath the 15 and is drained tjiMrfrii M0 iMto a cup attached
loweenad of the pcut. To prevent rain water 65 to the trunk of theo Itre
beneath the lower  flowing down the trunk fro  washing latex end of the
tappi  tnt,  uring a rain  outof the -cit 2 an~d ftp cup:4, a rain guard
shower or thunder storm, much rain water  S is affixed to the tree 1 above
the tapping flows down *e trunk Qf the rubber tree and  cut 2. The rain gad
5 is arranged to 20  is liable to washl a ay st              intercept rgiu
water flowing down the trunk 70 the tubber latex that is collecte4 ib the
cp,  1 and to  event such water from washing and because of this no tapping
is normally  out latex from the cut 2 and the cup 4. done in rubber estates
on rainy mornings.  The rain guard 5, see Figures 3 and 4, It is an object
of the present invention to  comprises an elongate strip of moulded 25
provide a method of preventing rain water  rubber. The cross-section of the
strip 5 is 75 from washing out the rubber latex from a  a triangle,
preferably an obtuse angled tapping cut of a rubber tree.
isosceles triangle having two sides 6 of equal The present invention
provides a method  length and a third side 7. of preventing rain water from
flowing down    The manner in which the rain guard strip 30 the trunk of a
rubber tree into a tapping  5 is affixed to the tree will now be further 80
cut and a collecting cup associated there-  explained. with, which
comprises affixing to the tree    The strip 5 is normally supplied in a
above the line of the cut a rain guard corm-  long roll, and a length is
cut off for use. prising an elongate moulded rubber strip of The length cut
off is sufficient to allow for 35 triangular cross-section to form a gutter
for the strip 5, when affixed to the tree, to start 85 collecting rain
water flowing down the trunk  at a point above and circumferentially offset
and which slopes downwardly to a discharge  from the higher end of the
tapping cut, and region circumferentially  offset from  the  to end at a
point outside the tapped area 1' drainage end of the tapping cut and from
and circumferentially offset from both the 40 the cup.
lower, drainage end of the tapping cut 2 90 



It has been found in practice that the  and, the collecting cup 4. The
length of invention is extremely useful in helping to  strip required will,
of course, depend on the increase the production of latex in natural  size
of the rubber tree, the tapped area and rubber estates.
also the slope of the tapping cut. A coat 45    A preferred embodiment of
the invention  of rubber latex is then brushed onto the 95 will now be
described in more detail, refer-  region of the tree trunk to which it is
ence being made to the accompanying draw-  desired to affix the strip 5;
the strip 5 is ings in which:-                         normally affixed to
the trunk approximately Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a  two to
three inches above the tapping cut 50 portion of a rubber tree including a
tapping  and preferably generally parallel thereto, so 100    2~~~~~~~~~~~
'153,8072 that the strip 5 also slopes to a lower or  associated therewith,
which comprises affix- discharge end 8. A coat of rubber latex is  ing to
the tree above the line of the cut a also applied to one of the faces 6 of
the  rain guard comprising an elongate moulded strip 5. Both coats are
allowed to dry for  rubber strip of triangular cross-section -to 35 5 about
half an hour, after which the strip 5  form a -gutter for collecting rain
water flow- - is affixed to the tree by pressing it onto  ing down the
trunk and which slopes down- the latex-coated area of the trunk to which
wardly to a discharge region circumferen- it adheres to form a gutter 9
with collects  tially offset from the drainage end of the rain water
flowing down the trunk and dis-  tapping cut and from the cup. 10  charges
the rain water at the lower end 8 so    2. A  method according to Claim  1,
that the water falls clear of the collecting  wherein the rubber rain guard
strip is ad- cup 4, as shown at 10 in Figure ,. -  -hered to the tree.. To
ensure adhesion of the strip 5 to the "-' 3.' A  method according to Claim
2, trunk and to prevent any rain water seeping  wherein, the rubber rain
guard strip is ad- 45 15 through and down into the tapped area be-  hered
to the tree by rubber latex. neath the strip, some latex is then poured
4. A imethod according to Claim 2 or down the length of the strip against
the trunk  Claim 3, wherein the cross-section of .the and allowed to dry.
the                 strip is an obtuse' angle isosceles triangle, To test
whether the: gutter-forming rain  one of the equal sides thereof being ad-
50 20 guard strip 5 has bene 'affixed effeotively, hered to thetree;.-
some-water may be poured down the gutter   5. A method of, p     tng.
'rain: water and any places where there: is seepage be-  from  'flowingdown
the' trunk of a rubber tween the gutter and the truee trunk noted. tree
substantially as hereinbefore described If there are any such places, more
latex  with reference to the accompanying'draw- 55 25  may be poured onto
the gutter in these  ings. places and allowed to dry. E:NS HELT  & PRN.S. '
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Chartered Patent Agents, 1. A method of preventing rain water
5, Quality Curt. 30 from flowing down the trunk of a rubber
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2 that the strip 5 also slopes to a lower or associated therewith, which
comprises affix- discharge end 8. A coat of rubber latex is  ing to the
tree above the line of the cut a also applied to one of the faces 6 of the
rain guard comprising an elongate moulded strip 5. Both coats are allowed
to dry for  rubber strip of triangular cross-section to  35 5  about half
an hour, after which the strip 5  form a gutter for collecting rain water
flow- is affixed to the tree by pressing it onto  ing down the trunk and
which slopes down- the latex-coated area of the trunk to which  wardly to a
discharge region circumferen- it adheres to form a gutter 9 with collects
tially offset from the drainage end of the rain water flowing down the
trunk and dis-  tapping cut and from the cup.    .. 10  charges the rain
water at the lower end 8 so    2. A  method according to Claim  1, that the
water falls clear of the collecting  wherein the rubber rain guard strip is
ad- cup 4. as shown at 10 in Figure 1.       hered to the tree. To ensure
adhesion of the strip 5 to the    3;- A  method according to Claimi 2,
trunk and to prevent any rain water seeping  wherein the rubber rain guard
strip is ad- 45 15 through and down into the tapped area be-  hered to the
tree by rubber latex. neath the strip, some latex is then poured    4. A
method according to Claim 2 or down the length of the strip against the
trunk  Claim 3, wherein the cross-section of the and allowed to dry.
strip is an obtuse angle isosceles triangle, To test whether the
gutter-forming rain  one of the equal sides thereof being ad- 50. 20  guard
strip 5 has bene affixed effectively, hered to the tree. some water may be
poured down the gutter    5. A method of preventing rain water and any
places where there is seepage be-  from flowing down the trunk of a rubber
tween the gutter and the truee trunk noted. tree, substantially as
hereinbefore described If there are any such places, more latex  with
reference to the accompanying draw- 55 25  may be poured onto the gutter in
these  ings. places and allowed to dry. STEVENS. HEWLETT & PERKINS, WHAT I
CLAIM IS:-                              Chartered Patent Agents, l. A
method of preventing rain water              5, Quality Court, 30  from
flowing down the trunk of a rubber              Chancery Lane, tree into a
tapping cut and a collecting cup       London, WC2A  IHZ. Printed for Her
Majesty's Stationery Office by Burgess & Son (Abingdon), Ltd.-1978.
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from which copies may be obtained. I 111I~1111111 H1111111 111 1111    


