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Abstract: When a dehumidifying operation is carried 
the coefficient of performance (COP) deteriorates. An 

conditioner according to the present invention corn-
an indoor heat exchanger, which has an auxiliary 

exchanger (20) and a main heat exchanger (21) dis-
on the downstream side of the auxiliary heat ex-

(20). While operating in a predetermined dehu-
operation mode, all of the liquid refrigerant sup-

to the auxiliary heat exchanger (20) evaporates part-
through the auxiliary heat exchanger (20). As a result, 
a portion of the upstream side of the auxiliary heat ex-

(20) is an evaporation region, and the area on the 
side of the evaporation region for the auxiliary 

exchanger (20) is a superheating region. If the load is 
when the dehumidifying operation is selected and op-

begins, the air conditioner starts the cooling opera-
and then switches to the dehumidifying operation in 

with a decrease in the load. 
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