
A technique for rate verification of an incoming
serial alignment sequence includes receiving an
incoming serial stream. A determination is then made
as to whether an align sequence is recognized in the
incoming serial stream. When an align sequence is
recognized, a check is made to determine if an
appropriate number of align primitives 



are received during a predetermined number of clock
periods. If the number of received align primitives
matches the predetermined number, then a rate-verified
align detect signal is asserted. 


