
A process for producing a phenolic resin in which a
plyarylene ether having a low melt viscosity can be
industrially produced by an extremely simple method
without the need of a special post-treatment after
polymerization or a complicated multistage reaction;
and a process for producing an epoxy resin from a
phenolic resin obtained by that process. The process
for producing a phenolic resin having a polyarylene
ether structure is characterized by subjecting a
polyhydric aromatic compound (A) having two or more
phenolic hydroxy groups per molecule to dehydrating
condensation in the presence of a basic catalyst (B). 


