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METHEOD FOR Wo7iabigoNG ABSORBENT ARTI CLES FIELD OF THE | NVENTI RIEOB9B09250

i avention relates to a nethod for dispensi absorbent articles for use by
i ndividuals, and nore particularly to a nmethod for dispensing absorbent
articles that allows individual s to select absorbent articles having

di fferent characteristics. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON Absorbent articles
function both to contain di scharged materials and to isolate these :
materials fromthe body of the wearer and fromthe wearer's garnents and
bed cl ot hing. D sposable absorbent articles having nmany different basic
designs are known to the-art. However, there are sone key features of
absorbent articles, particularly catanmenial products, that effect the

per formance of such Pr Q4E§HOD FOR P gmé%%ggﬁaﬁkﬁcﬁgiﬁty of an

absorbent article necessary to provide containmen ui ds wi t hout
| eaking is quite different between daytine and overni ght use. Because wear
time is usually | onger during overnight use as conpared to daytinme use, the
gquantity of bodily fluids discharged during overnight use is typically
greater than the quantity of bodily fluids discharged during daytinme use.
Even though the absorbent capacity requirenents are quite -different,
absorbent articles having one | evel of absorbent capacity are typically
used for both daytinme and overnight use. Unfortunately, the absorbent
capacity is sonetinmes insufficient for overnight use and the absorbent
article leaks. It has been foundFIELDORETHE NVENTIONesent invention, that
provi di ng consuners, particularly those who use cataneni al products, with a

combi nation of syghgNRv&ition relates to a method for dispensing absorbent articles for use by
individuals, and more particularly to a method for dispensing absorbent articles that
allows individuals to select absorbent articles having different characteristics.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Absorbent articles function both to contain discharged materials and to isolate
these materials from the body of the wearer and from the wearer's garments and Bed
clothing. Disposable absorbent articles having many different basic designs are known to
the art. However, there are some key features of absorbent articles, particularly
catamenial products, that effect the performance of such products.

For example, the absorbent capacity of an absorbent article necessary to provide
containment of bodily fluids without leaking is quite different between daytime and
overnight use. Because wear time is usually longer during overnight use as compared to
daytime use, the quantity of bodily fluids discharged during overnight use is typically
greater than the quantity of bodily fluids discharged during daytime use. Even though the
absorbent capacity requirements are quite different, absorbent articles having one level of
absorbent capacity are typically used for both daytime and overnight use. Unfortunately,
the absorbent capacity is sometimes insufficient for overnight use and the absorbent
article leaks.

It has been found in developing the present invention, that providing consumers,
particularly those who use catamenial products, with a combination of systems of
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articles fdlaiuoﬁl | ows 1 ndi vi dual s to select a conbination of absorbent
articles haV| ng different characteristics to forma systemof protection.

In addition, the number of different types of catamenial products often makes it
confusing to feminine hygiene consumers which products would best meet their
protection"xieeds. In a recent survey, roughly 70% of consumers reported purchasing the
wrong type of sanitary napkin and/or pantiliner within the six month period preceding the
survey.

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide a method for
dispensing absorbent articles that allows individuals to properly select among various
absorbent articles having different characteristics.

It is another object of the present invention to provide a method for dispensing .
absorbent articles that allows individuals to select a combination of absorbent articles
having different characteristics to form a system of protection.

It is also an object of the present invention to produce a method for dispensing
absorbent articles, particularly catamenial products, that allows consumers to
economically try a variety of different types of absorbent articles. '

These and other objects of the present invention will be more readily apparent
when considered in reference to the following description an@_iwhen taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.



It ¥s.also an object of the present invention to produce a nethod for
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al l ows consunmers to economcally try a vaf’i ety of different types of
absorbent articles. These and other objects of the present invention wll
be nore readily apparent when considered in reference to the foll ow ng
description and when taken in conjunction with the acconpanyi ng draw ngs.
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provi des a nethod for dispensing absorbent articles for use by individuals,
especi al |l y cataneni al product SUMMARY@OR THE RNWVENTIONS i nvention rel ates
to a method for dispensing absorbent articles that allows individual s to
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will present invention preferably further comprises a mechanism for conveying to a consumer
a descnptxon of a suitable system of catamenial protection. This mechanism can be an
interactive computer that prompts a consumer to input several (e.g., three to four) key
pieces of information about their menstrual cycle, and based upon this, provide the
consumer with a recommendatxon or prescription of a system of products that will
optimize the use of tbe products in the dispensing device. | '

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

While the specification concludes with claims particularly pointing out and
distinctly claiming the Subject matter which is regarded as forming the present invention,
it is believed that the ;i_resent invention will be better understood from the following
description which is taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which like
designations are used to designate substantially identical elements and in which:

FIG.lisa perspectwe view of one embodxment of a dispensing device used in the
method of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The method of the present invention felates to a disipensing device containing at
least two different types of absorbent articles and a means for allowing an individual to
select one or more types of the absorbent articles in the dispensing device.
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an absorpams. article (i.e., they are intended to be di scarded after a
singl e use and, preferably to be recycled, conposted or otherw se di sposed
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i-ncl udes sanitar cP I NS 'aantfy i ners
comprises a stan alone dxsplay or use in a re l cstablxshment, such as a grocery store.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the dispensing device 20 dispenses different

~ types of catamenial devices. The term "catamenial devices”, as used herein includes, but
is not limited to sanitary napkms pantiliners, incontinence devices, interlabial products,
and tampons.

The dispensing device 20 can be in any suitable configuration. The dispensing
device 20 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 comprises a front panel 22, a pair of side panels 24, a
rear panel 26, a bottom 28, a top 30, a base 32, a display sign 34, and a discharge portion
36. The dispensing device:20 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 preferably also comprises at least
one partition 38, and more preferably, a plurality of partitions, in its interior for
segregating different types of products. A plurality of products of each type are
preferably vertically stacked between partitions 38. The discharge portion preferably
comprises a plurality of openings or discharge ports 36. The catamenial devices are
preferably fed by gravity into the discharge ports 36 when a catamenial product is
removed from the bottom of the stack. The dispensing device 20 can be made of any
suitable material, including metal, wood, plastic, and cardboard.,

The dispensing device can contain any number of different types of catamenial
products. Typically, the dispensing device 20 will contain between 2 and 15, or more,
different types of catamenial products. In the preferred embodiment shown in FIGS. 1
and 2, the dispensing device 20 contains eight different types of catamenial products. The
dispensing device 20 can be labeled with a first level of indicia, or first indicia 40, to
assist the user or consumer in determining which types of catamenial devices are best
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Typically, the dispensing device 20 will contain between 2 and 15, or nore,
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' with the second indicia 42 can comprise, by way of example, the following commerciany
available catamenial products manufactured by The Procter & Gamble Company of
Cincinnati, Ohio: ALWAYS® Pantiliner with DriWeave® manufactured under U.S.
Patents 4,324,246 and 4,463,045, ALWAYS® Ultrathin Slender Maxi with Wings
manufactured under U.S. Patents 4,342,314, 4,463,045, 4,556,146, B1 4,589,876,
4,687,478, 4,950,264, 5,009,653, 5,267,992, and Re. 32,649; ALWAYS® Regular Maxi;
ALWAYS® Ultra Maxi with Wings; ALWAYS® Maxi with Wings; ALWAYS® Ultra
Long Maxi with Wings; ALWAYS® Long Super Maxx with Wings; and ALWAYS®

Overnight Maxi with ngs

The individual products are preferably dispensed in packages containing

~ quantities ranging from 1 - 10 products per package, and preferably between 2 - 9
products per package. ;It-shenld also be noted that if one type of product is dispensed in a
quantity of 10, then at least one different type of prodﬁ_c’:_t_is preferably dispensed in a
quantity of less than 10.  The packages containing sj_ich quantities of products are
preferably some suitab’le, preferably flat (for stacking) plastic bag. Preferably, the
individual products are. dxspensed in a 5-count package for the ALWAYS® Pantiliners
with DRIWEAVE® products, and in 4-count packages for the ALWAYS® Ultrathin
Slender Maxi with Wings and the catarnenial products.in the "MEDIUM Protection"
category. The products in the "HEAVY/OVERNIGHT Protection” category are
preferably packaged in 3-count packages due to their larger size. The individual products
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sui ted towlpar/4sesds. For exanple, suitable first indicia 40PERUSAT/OBZI(from
left to right) "LIGHT Protection", "MED UM Protection", and

"HEAVY/ OVERNI GHT Protection". The di spehsing device 20 can be further
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Long Su pereawaa i pemqnal \frotgetion ispistemn Ry saeey ehmognsumssl individpalynegds. The
dispensing device provides an easy to understand explanation of the different absorbent
articles that can be selected qs_ part of an individual's protection system.

i':lthln

Various alternative embodiments of the method of the present invention are
possible. While the present invention is particularly suitable for providing consumers
with a means for selecting an individual catamenial protection system, in other
embodiments, the dispensing device 20 could include other types of absorbent articles,
such as incontinence devices, diapers, and training pants.

In other alternative embodiments, the dispensing device 20 can be provided with a
mechanism 44 or means for conveying to a consumer a description of a suitable system of
protection, such as a system of catamenial protection. Suitable mechanisms for
conveying this information to a consumer can include, but are not limited to a chart that
the consumer can read, a dial th_'at'the consumer can move to identify her needs and obtain
an indication of a suitable system of protection, or an interactive computer. The latter
type device (the interactive computer) can, for instance, prompt a consumer to input
several (e.g., three to four) key pieces of information about their menstrual cycle, body
type and size, current product type preference, and based upon this, provide the consumer
with a recommendation or prescription of a system of products that will optimize the use
of the products in the dispensing device 20. Such key.pieces of information can include
perceived flow (e.g., light, moderate, or heavy), panty size (e.g., from 5 to 10), current
preferred product thickness and product length.
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modifications can be m_a__c__i_e without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
It is . therefore intended' to cover in the appended claims all such changes and
mt_)difications that are within the scope of this invention.



try a variety of different types of absorbent products. It also allows ‘the
CONSUIMEr W@ ofla¥egenNd match snal |, nore affordabl e quantiti epcgiudorgbise

medi um and heavy protection to create a personal protection systemto neet
t he consuner's individual needs. The di spensing device provides an easy to
under stand expl anation of the differerg absorbent articles that can be

selected as part of an individual's protection system Various alternative
errbodi nments of the nethod of the present invention are possi ble. Wiile the

means for sel ecti ng an individual catanenial ectlon systeny- rn ot her

enbodi nents, the dispensing device 20 could i n ﬂm

absorbent articles, such as incontinence devic 'IHM’Y B?t rai ni ng
20 can be

pants. Igaoi her; Al t;er.nat i ve enbodi nents, the di spen5| "ng"devi c

provi de al I sm 44 or neans for conveying to a consumer a
description of a suitable system of protection, such as a system of

cat aneni Bl pr &t endthed. for Slispenbing ahwirbéntsmdesroﬁ(ﬂfﬁﬁﬁnmgyﬁdsl forl RE@ryy@LI ON

to a consurrer"{qm Hﬂﬁi to a chart that the consuner
can read, a d 9@? tgéu%éﬁnﬁlgg %/%ﬁsto identify her needs and
obt ai n—-an i-ndication of a suitable systemof protection, or an interactive

conputer. The @it trepvidinges supplycof at denst twe diffarent types ofahsorhent articles,f or
i nstance, pronpt a consuner to input several (e.g., three to four) key

pi eces of infompyat pﬁﬁmﬁﬁ Lﬂsthﬁ&'aﬂoﬂéeﬂﬁbéﬂéﬂi GAEE  saltP rptcl)vﬁge tqge oo

current product ty eren ase pon h1 S, L
with a recommendat | %ﬁg ‘é‘f‘?‘?ﬁ’ﬁ?ﬁ‘l "g"' 33 pYidhin said dispensing) |

optim ze the use odetibe apdoducts in the di spensing deV| ce 20. Such key
pi eces of information can include perceived flow (e.g., light, noderate, or

heavy), panty ze uct
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mdmdual to select one or more types of absorbent articles from said
supply of at least two different types of absorbent articles housed within
said dispensing device.

2)  The method of Claim 1 wherein said absorbent articles are individually packaged.

3) A method for dispensing absorbent articles of different types for use by
individuals, said method comprising the steps of:

a) providing a supply of at least two different types-of absorbent articles, said
absorbent articles being packaged in packages containing between 2 and 9
absorbent articles per package, inclusive, and

b) providing a dispenéing device for dispensing 'éaid supply of absorbent
articles, said supply of at least two different types of absorbent articles
being housed within said dispensing device, a1d d1spensmg device having
means for allowing an individual to select one p_x_'_more types of absorbent
articles housed within said dispensing device.

4) The method of Claim 3 wherein said absorbent art:clesthhm said packages are
individually packaged. -'

5) The method of Claim 3 wherein said absorbent arfiéles comprise catamenial
devices.



\7ND| %Zf???gwgg-;,‘m@odl “mlllmllmlﬂa"wuﬂlm ed types of productp m&gﬁsggd

di spensing systens current!$ dvai" abl e*coul d be used. In yet other

enbodi nents, the product dispensing devige 20 of the present invention

coul d group together and package or wap the products selected for the

i ndi vidual protection systeminto a single package for the consuner. Such a
di spensi ng6)ievi Gheanethad bf Claimb3 ndwredn atileastesonie bfsaidabdvabirt MRl dagsisebed

above. The di sck f as any correspondi ng

publ i shed forei élg&gé %daeg%o @ﬁ&gﬁt‘\?ﬁ' &iw\ﬁgﬁﬁmsi cations nentioned
throughout this patent application are.hereby incorporated by reference
herein. It7}s eddtmesastivegnethadifor dispersingsahsorbentatticlesyofafiffedent thpes: farnise

| ncor por at ed by b ShdiRRAR, B! RleodRREbriind EClASGe! he present Fnventi on.

Whil e particul ar” enbodi mehts of the prese nvention have been illustrated
and described, it would E obvious to those skilled-in the art that various

‘ot her changes afl no@FeVi |W§P’d£f35&eaﬁ%@@m&typ&épﬁabﬁorlyntmeshe
spirit and scope of the invention. It is therefore-intended to cover in the

appended cl ai nsbjl | @mﬂdmbamm@eﬂs‘idg rdeslicei ﬁ%tdxmsidga!&a:d”sﬁpﬁwt@f Bbddtbent
scope of this invent

|
PCT/ USO7/ 09259 8 vihafiicles, 8 %&P ¥s ! °P f? least fwo differsnt types of Spsorbentoarticles
absorbent articles obeighouseiwithinseid dispensing deyidendi vi dual s, sai d net hod
conprising the steps of: a) providing a supply of at |least two different

types of absorbgpt aphiehfify information to a consumer describing a suitable system of
catemenial protection, said system comprising at least two different types
of absorbent articles, and

d)  providing said dispensing device with means for allowing a consumer to
select two or more types of absorbent articles from said supply of
absorbent articles housed within said dispensing device.

8) The method of Claim 7 wherein said supply of absorbent articles is packaged in
packages containing quantmes of between 2 and 9 absorbent articles per package,
inclusive.



b) providing a stand al one dispensing device, said supply of. at |east twd
di ff.erent t yaeozadospbsorbent articles being housed within sai HCTUSPHIZ S g
device, and c) .“providing said stand al one di spensing device with neans for
al l owi ng an |nd|V|duaI to sel'ect one or nore types of absorbent articles
fromsaid supply of at least two different types of absofbent articles
housed wi t hin sai'd di spensing device. 2) The nmethod of Claiml| wherein
sai d absor bent articles are individually packaged. 3) A nmethod for

di spensi ng absorbent articles of different types for use by individuals,
said nethod conprising the steps of: a) providing a supply of at |east
two different types of absorbent articles, said absorbent articles being
packaged i n packages contai ning between 2 and 9 absorbent articles per
package, inclusive, and b) providing a dispensing device for dispensing
sai d supply of absorbent articles, said supply of at |east two different
types of absorbent articles being h d within said di spensing device,
sai d di spensi ng devi ce having’ neansihza al l owi ng an individual to select
one or nore types of absorbent articles housed w thin said dispensing

device. 4) The method of O aim 3 wherein said absorbent articles within
sai d packages are individually packaged. 5) The nmethod of Claim3
wherein sai d absorbent artlcles conpri se cataneni al devices. WO 97/ 45089

PCT/U897/09259
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9 6) 7 - The nmethod of Caim3 wherein at |east some of said absor

articl es conprise incontinence devices, diapers, or training pan§ ““‘f"‘

An=interactive nP@@® for di spyen@nwrapg@;“m BROPERTA [ORGANIZAZIONT (i ffer .

. for use by individuals, said nmethod conprisi “The ste s of:

* provi di ng NTERIATIONAL APPHIEATION mBHﬁHEBrWEﬁ?JH&PW RODEATION TREATY PCT)

. b) DG Wi&thdiignaR Pélint ORGRiatigh cdtevi ce T Or  df §139NShddBnabAIbaiissMNber0T  aADSWOWA5089

carticles, A%gbdﬁﬁ?pﬂd gal | east two ‘Hf erent types of absorbent articles

. bei ng house fn sai di spensi ng d¢vic u)a@mmuomomugnmg)ntenfmnatmpmﬁmoumn
a consprer—describrmg—a surtabtesystenTof >rolu-:lrt-:ln at—protectTom,—sard —
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(54) Title METHOD FQR’ﬁiSPENSING ABSORBENT ARTICLES

(57) Abstract e

A method for dispensing absorbent arti-
cles for use by individuals, said method com-
prising a dispensing device containing at least
two different types of absorbent articles and &
means for allowing an individual to select one
or more types of the absorbent articles in the
dispensing device.
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