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(57) Abstract: Provided is a band enhancement method that can reduce the
calculation amounts for enhancing bands and further can suppress the quality
degradation of enhanced bands. The band enhancement method comprises the
steps of: transtorming a low frequency band signal to a QMF range, thereby
generating a first low frequency QMF spectrum (S11); applying mutually dif-
ferent shift factors to the low frequency band signal, thereby generating a plu-
rality of pitch-shifted signals (S12); performing a time decompression in the
QMF range, thereby generating a high frequency QMF spectrum (S13); modi-
fying the high frequency QMF spectrum (S14); and combining the modified
high frequency QMF spectrum with the first low frequency QMF spectrum
(815).
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