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vice is limited in that it may not be adjusted relative to the eyewear;
that is, the closed end of the boot pre- Background of the Invention
vents forward adjustment to a more anterior point of contact between the
temples and the head, while an The present invention relates to an
eyeweartem-   5   unsupported length of boot extending beyond the ear- pie
according to the preamble of claim 1 and to an  piece is undesirable.
eyewear.                                              Another prior attempt
to improve eyewear reten- While corrective lenses are specifically crafted
to  tion is disclosed In the Nelson patent (U.S. Patent No. accommodate the
unique vision defects of an individ-  2,561,402), which discloses use of
relatively compli- ual, the frames used to retain the lenses are typically
10  cated fluid chambers at the interface of the free end a standard size
and not crafted to conform to the Par-  of the temples and the head. Nelson
uses the fluid ticular contours of an individual's head. Lenses which
chambers in an effort to evenly distribute pressure are employed In
filtering eyewearsuch as sunglasses  between the temple and the head. As
the fluid cham- are also typically retained in stock frames. However,  bers
of Nelson are permanently affixed to the temple it isvirtually impossible
to mass produce stockframes   15  in a predetermined orientation,
modification for spe- which fit every individual's head; therefore, stock
cific individuals is unavailable. In addition, the fluid frames are
constructed to conform to an idealized  retained within the chambers adds
an undesired "standard" adult head.                            weightto the
eyewear. Further, even if the fluid cha,- As a result, such frames often
result in a fit which  bers were removable, such removal would substan- is
either too tight or too loose about the head of an in-  20  tially alter
the fit of the eyewear, rendering the eye- dividual. Atightfitting frame
may cause localized pain  wear substantially unwearable. and headaches,
while a loose fitting frame may allow  US Patent No. 2,031,771 discloses a
basic type the eyewear to fall from the head and damage the   of eyewear
temple comprising an elongate temple frame or the lens. This is
particularly disadvanta-  body having a first end for attachment to the
eye- geous for protective eyewear such as sunglasses   25  glasses and a
second end distal from the first end for which are to be used In active
sports, such as bicycle  engaging the head of the wearer. racing or skiing.
Additionally, in the event that correc-  Australian Patent No. 528562
discloses an eye- tive lenses vary in weight between the lenses, the un-
weartempleofthistypewhich includes a resilienttub- even weight distribution
may cause frames to locally  ular retention member which Is tightly
retained over abrade the skin.                              30  the
traditional hook normally provided on the temple. A variety of means have
been employed to im-       Notwithstanding the foregoing, there remains a
prove the securing of eyewear to the head. These de-  need for providing a
means of improving the compa- vices have included the use of loose strings
which  tibility of eyewearand thewearersoas to improve re- connect the
temples of the eyewear around the back  tentlon of the eyewear. Preferably,
the eyewearreten- of the wearer's head, thereby preventing the glasses   35
tion means will enable one size to comfortably and se- from becoming
completely displaced from the body.  curely fit a much larger population
than can one size Alternatively, an elastic strap connecting the temples
eyewear having the traditional ear hook. has been employed to engage the
wearer's head and     A need also exists for a device which improved secure
the eyewear in the desired position.       retention of eyewearwithout
permanently altering the Perhaps most frequently used, temples have   40
configuration of the eyewear. Afurther need exists for been provided with a
hook atthe posterior end for en-  a retaining device which may be easily
disengaged or gaging the wearer behind the ears. However, due to
recombined with the eyewear without drastically the significant variation
among individuals in the dis-  changing the functioning or the appearance
of the tance from the appropriate position of an eyeglass  eyewear. In
addition to the functional requirements of lens and the back of the ear,
the traditional ear hook   46  the traction device, an aesthetic
requirement exists is frequently either too far back or too far forward of
so that the device may be employed as a portion of the appropriate position
on the wearers ear. This  eyewear in either an unobtrusiveordistinctive,
butat- causes either a painful or irritating friction if the hook
tractive, mode. is too far forward, or a loose fit if too far back.   An
object of this invention is to provide an eye- The prior attempts to
improve the retention of  50  wear temple of the type discussed above which
im- eyewear about the wearer's head have also included  proves retention of
eyewear on the head of the wear- the use of rubber or rubber-like plastic
boots applied  er. to the free ends of the temples for increasing the fric-
According to this invention an eyeweartemple for tion between the
eyeglasses and the head, such as  retaining eyeglasses on the head of a
wearer, com- shown in U.S. Patent No. 3,684,356 to Bates. The   55  prising
an elongate eyewear temple body, a first end Bates device, however, appears
somewhat clumsy    of the temple for attaching the temple to the eyeglass-
and awkward and, therefore, detracts from the ap-  es, a second end of the
temple, distal said first end, pearance of the eyewear. In addition, the
Bates de-  for engaging the head of the wearer, is characterized 2 



3                   EP 0 455 791 B1                 4 in thatsaid temple
has a recessed seat interposed be-  ition a lens in a predetermined
orientation relative to tween said first and second ends of said temple,
said  the eyes includes a frame 12, lens 14 and temples 20. recessed seat
having a smaller cross-sectional area  Preferably, the lens 14 is joined to
the frame 12 so as than that of said temple portion adjacent said seat,  to
position the lens 14 before the eyes. As shown in and that at least one
tubular traction member is dis-   5   Figures 1, 2 and 6, the temples 20
may be pivotally posed within said recessed seat.                   affixed
or joined to the frame 12. Although the tem- Particular embodiments of the
invention are dis-  ples 20 are shown in Figure 1 as pivotally affixed to
closed in the dependent claims.                    the frame 12, the
temples 20 may be permanently at- Preferably, the traction member is
removably dis-  tached in a predetermined orientation or selectively posed
within the seat.                        10  engageable with the frame 12
without circumventing The resilient traction member may comprise an  the
scope of the present invention. Alternatively, the elastomeric material
which enables radial expansion  frame 12 may be eliminated entirely by
securing the to fit over the distal end of the temple body, and re-
temples 20 with or without temple hinges directly to laxation back to
provide a snug fit within the recess  the lens 14 by thermoplastic bonding,
adhesives on the temple. The traction member is preferably  15  screws or
other known fastening means which are made from an elastomeric material
which exhibits im-  suitable for the material of the lens and temples.
proved retention properties when the material is wet,  As is well known in
the art, the frame 12 and tem- and, most preferably the exterior surface of
the trac-  ples 20 may be conveniently made of molded plastic tion member
is provided with friction enhancing struc-  or a variety of other
materials. The lens 14 may take tures, such as annular ridges or other
patterned tex-  20  anyofa numberof configurations and may be formed tures.
of sheet plastic, molded plastic or glass as deter- Preferably, the
traction member, when disposed  mined by the application of the lens. in
said seat, has a cross-sectional diameter greater   Each temple 20 is
defined by a proximal end 22 than the cross-sectional diameter of the
adjacent por-  and a distal end 24 wherein the proximal end 22 is af- tion
of the temple.                           25  fixed either permanently or
detachably to the frame Further advantages of the present invention will
12. The permanent attachment of the temples to the becomeapparentfrom the
detailed description of pre-  frame 12 may be accomplished through molding
or ferred embodiments which follow, when taken togeth-  thermoplastic
bonding. The detachable engagement er with the appended figures.
of the temples 20 and the frame 12 is provided by the 30   use of a snap
fit orfasteners including screws or pins, Brief Description of the Drawings
as are known in the art. Although the earstems shown in Figure 1 are af-
Figure 1 is a perspective view of eyewear in ac-  fixed to the frame 12,
the earstem 20 may be attach- cordance with one embodiment of the present
inven-  ed directly to the lens 14. Preferably, the earstems 20 tion.
35  are hingeably attached to the frame 12 or lens 14 and Figure 2 is a
side elevational view of a second  most preferably, hingeably and removably
attached, embodiment of eyewear in accordance with the pres-  as well known
in the art. ent invention, with the traction member removed.       As shown
in Figure 1, in a typical hingeable con- Figure 3 is a perspective view of
a traction mem-  nection, the frame 12 or lens 14 includes a hinge ber in
accordance with the present invention.  40  aperture (not illustrated)
extending through a pro- Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along
line  truding flange 16. The earstem 20 includes a pair of 4-4 of Figure 1.
parallel apertured flanges 18a, 18b spaced so as to Figure 5 is a
perspective view showing an alter-  receive the flange 16 of the frame 12or
lens 14 there- native embodiment of the traction member.          between.
The apertures in the earstem 20 are aligned Figure 6is across-sectional
view taken along line   45  with the apertures of the frame 12 or lens 14
and a 6-6 of Figure 5.                                   pin is inserted so
as to permit rotation of the frame 12 or lens 14 relative to the earstem
20, thereby provid- Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment   ing
a hingeable connection. In a typically readily de- tachable hinge, the
aperture in the flange 16 of the As used in the present application,
"eyewear" is  50  frame 12 or lens 14 is replaced by an integral pin (not a
general term Intended to embrace optical devices  illustrated) which
extends away from the flange 16 in containing corrective lenses for defects
in vision or  opposite directions along the same axis as the aper- lenses
for such special purposes as filters for absorb-  ture. The pinned flange
16 is inserted by deformation Ing or blocking portions of the
electromagnetic spec-  between the opposing flanges 18a, 18b and the inte-
trum, providing physical shields for the eyes or mak-  55   gral pin snaps
into the aperture on the flanges 18a, ing available other physical or
optical functions for  18b, thereby providing a readily detachable hinge. 



protective or visual assisting purposes.               As shown in Figures
1 and 5, the distal end 24 As shown in Figure 1, eyewear 10 adapted to pos-
may be curved so as to provide loops which are dis- 3    5
EP 0 455 791 B1                 6 posed behind the ears when the eyewear is
worn.        Preferably, the seat30is located so thatupon op- However, as
the looped temples shown in Figures 1  erable engagement of the traction
member 40 within and 5 may impinge upon the head in undesired loca-  the
seat 30, the traction member 40 provides an in- tions when employed on
heads of different sizes, the  terface between the eyewear and the head.
That is, looped temples are not well suited to accommodate a   5   the
traction member 40 contacts the head. wide variety of head sizes. Thus, the
preferred em-    Referring to Figure 3, an elongate tubular traction
bodimentshown in Figure 2 includes a straight temple  member 40 is shown.
In the preferred embodiment, which, when used in conjunction with the
present in-  the traction member 40 is formed substantially in the vention,
provides more universally fitting eyewear  shape of a hollow cylinder
having an inner surface 42 and eliminates the traditional ear hook which
can   10  of radius R1 and outersurface 44 of radius R2, where- cause
discomfort or distraction for many wearers.  in radius R1 is less than
radius R2. Preferably, radius As shown in Figure 2, a recessed seat 30 is
dis-  R1 is expandable to permit passage of the distal end posed
intermediate of the proximal and distal ends  24 of the temple 20 through
the interior of the traction 22,24. As shown in Figure 2, the seat 30 is
preferably  member 40 without exceeding the elastic limits of de- located
adjacent the distal end 24 of the temple 20, so   15  formation of the
traction member 40. that the posterior shoulder 34 is substantially coinci-
As shown in Figure 4, the traction member 40 is dent with the distal end
24. However, as will be appa-  preferably comprised of a material having
sufficient rent, if it is desired to extend the temples in a posterior
elasticity that the inner surface 42 of the traction direction well beyond
the ears, the distance between  member 40 snugly contacts the surface of a
seat 30 posteriorshoulder34 and distal end 24 can be propor-  20  having an
oblong or rectangular cross-section with a tionately increased to maintain
seat 30 near the ear.  cross-sectional area greater than that of R1 in the
un- The recessed seat 30 is defined by posterior    expanded state.
Referring to Figure 8, the inner sur- shoulder 34 and preferably an
anterior shoulder 32,  face 42 will also preferably conform snugly to the
sur- such that the anterior shoulder 32 is disposed be-  face of a seat 30
having a substantially circular cross- tween the posterior shoulder 34 and
the proximal end   25  section. 22. Preferably, the cross-sectional
dimension of the   Other embodiments of the traction member 40 seat 30
between the anterior and posterior shoulders  may be employed, such as one
having an open rmc- 32, 34 is smaller than the cross-sectional dimension
tangular or triangular cross-sectional configuration of the adjacent temple
20.                         having a bias so that the open legs of the
triangle or Preferably, the posterior should 34 is a sufficient  30
rectangle are biased towards one another to tend to distance from the
anterior shoulder32 so thatat least  form a tubular element Thus, traction
devices can one traction member 40 may be retained therebetw-  take the
form of an elongate body which is split axially een. However, the seat 30
may be configured so as  along one wall so that it does not form a complete
to extend substantially the entire length of the temple  tube. The bias
should be sufficient so that the oppos- oralternatively, mayextend only a
portion of the over-  35  ing inner surfaces 42 of the traction member 40
co- all length of the temple. Typically, the seat extends  operatively
engage the periphery of the recessed less than about one-half or one-third
the length of the  seat 30. temple and is disposed on the posterior portion
of the  The traction member 40 may be formed by mold- temple.
ing or extruding processes, as well known in the art. Although the seat is
shown as defined by an an-  40   Preferably, the outer surface 42 is
configured to en- terior shoulder 32 and a posterior shoulder 34, the
hance the coefficient of static friction between the present invention may
be practiced with a seat 30 de-  eyewear and the head. The outer surface 44
may be fined only by a posterior shoulder 34 for preventing  formed to
exhibit a variety of static friction coefficient unintended axial
displacementofthe traction member  enhancing configurations, such as a
grid, waffle, or in the posterior direction.                   45  ribbed
pattern (not shown). Typically, the outer sur- When the seat 30 is defined
by only the posterior  face 42 produced by extrusion will exhibit axially
ori- shoulder 34, the cross-sectional area of the seat may  ented patterns,
while molded outer surfaces may ex- taper from being substantially
coincident with an an-  hibit axially and/or radially oriented patterns.
teror cross-sectional area of the temple to the re-    As discussed infra,
the traction member 40 is duced cross-sectional area at the posterior
shoulder  50  preferably formed of an elastomeric material exhibit- 34. The
posterior shoulder thereby prevents uninten-  ing sufficient flexibility or
elasticity to allow the trac- tional axial displacement of the traction
member in  tion member 40 to expand while being slipped over the posterior
direction. Axial displacement of the trac-  the temple distal end 24 and to
contract back within 



tion member in the anterior direction is inhibited by the  seat 30 after
passing over the distal end. expanding cross-sectional area of the seat In
a ta-  55  In a particularly preferred embodiment, the trac- pered
embodiment, as the seat extends in the anterior  tion member 40 is formed
of a relatively soft elasto- direction, or simply by a friction fit in the
absence of  meric material having a coefficient of sliding friction a taper
or an anterior shoulder.                   that increases when the material
is wetted. Such a 4    7                  EP 0 455 791 B1                8
material, sometimes referred to as hydrophilic, tends  32, 34. The use of
multiple traction members 40 al- to enhance retention of the traction
member 40 in  lows for accommodating fashion considerations as position on
the wearer's head as the wearer perspires  well as high retaining forces
for active uses, such as or encounters moisture, as during skiing. One
suit-  volleyball or basketball. Upon engagement of the able material which
can be readily molded by conven-   5   traction member 40 within the seat
30, the outer sur- tional techniques is marketed under the name KRO-  face
44 of the traction member 40 may be disposed TON [err], a product of the
Shell Oil Company.     outside of the periphery of the temple 20, as shown
The traction member 40 may comprise a resilient  in Figure 1 or,
alternatively, may be substantially flush sponge-like elastomeric material,
having a relatively  with the periphery 38 of the adjacent temple 20, as
high porosity, as shown in Figures 3 and 4. Alterna-  10  shown in Figure
5. Traction members are preferably tively, as shown in Figure 6, the
traction member 40  provided having a variety of wall thicknesses, i.e.,
the may comprise a substantiallysolid, i.e., fine or no por-  difference
between R1 and R2. Thus, the wearercan osity, yet flexible material. In
addition, the traction  select a flush fitting traction member as
illustrated in member 40 may be made of materials having differ-  Figure 5
or a radially enlarged traction member as il- ent densities, thereby
providing traction members 40   15  lustrated in Figure 1, depending upon
that wearer's having different weights, which may be employed to
perception of the need for enhanced traction or sleek counterbalance lenses
of differing weights, so as to  appearance. distribute the weight of the
eyewear 10 more evenly  As the majority of the length of the temple 20 in
about the head.                                  the preferred embodiment
is dominated by the periph- The length of the traction member 40 is prefer-
20  ery of the temple 20 rather than the seat 30, if the ably nogreaterthan
and most preferablysubstantially  traction members 40 are removed from the
temples equal to the distance between the anterior and pos-  20, the
fitting of the eyewear 10 will not be substan- terior shoulders 32,34.
Although the traction member  tially denigrated. However, the length of the
traction 40 is illustrated as extending roughlyone-third orone-  member 40,
when engaged in the seat 30, provides a half the overall length of the
temple, the traction mem-  25  sufficient contact area to Increase the
resistance to bers 40 within the present invention can extend any-
movement of the eyewear 10 relative to the head. where from substantially
the entire length of the tem-  This present invention has been described in
de- ple 20 to only a relatively small portion thereof, as de-  tail in
connection with the preferred embodiments, pending upon the configuration
of the seat 30. Alter-  but these are examples only and the present inven-
natively, a plurality of traction members 40 may be  30  tion is not
restricted thereto. It will be easily under- axially aligned within the
seat 30. The traction mem-  stood by those skilled in the art that other
variations bers 40 may be selected so that a combined length of  and
modifications can be easily made within the the members 40 substantially
equals the distance be-  scope of this invention, which is defined by the
follow- tween the anterior and the posterior shoulders 32, 34  ing claims.
or alternatively, the combined axial length of the   35 members 40 may be
such that an axial space sepa- rates adjacent traction members 40 within
the seat.  Claims In assembling the present invention, the traction member
40 is engaged with a temple 20 by passing  1. An eyewear temple for
retaining eyeglasses on the distal end 24 of the temple 20 through the
tubular  40  the head of a wearer, comprising an elongate passagewaywithin
traction member40. Alternatively,   eyewear temple body (20), a first end
(22) of the the temple 20 may be detached from the frame 12 or   temple
forattaching the temple to the eyeglasses lens 14 and the proximal end 22
may be passed       (10), a second end (24) of the temple, distal said
through the tubular passageway of the traction mem-  first end (22), for
engaging the head of the wear- ber 40. Therefore, the preferred
construction of the   45  er, characterized in that said temple (20) has a
re- traction member40 which elastically passes overthe   cessed seat (30)
interposed between said first distal end may be obviated. The traction
member 40   and second ends (22;24) of said temple (20), said is then moved
along the temple 20 until the inner sur-  recessed seat (30) having a
smaller cross- face 42 engages the seat 30. In an embodiment in
sectional area than that of said temple portion ad- which the seat 30 has a
length substantially equal to  50  jacent said seat (30), and that at least
one tubular 



the length of the traction member 40, as the traction  traction member (40)
is disposed within said re- member 40 is received within the seat 30,
further un-  cessed seat (30). intended motion along the temple 20 is
prevented by engagement of the anterior and posterior shoulders  2. An
eyewear temple according to Claim 1, charac- 32, 34 with the traction
member 40.         55      terised in that the traction member (40) is
remov- Alternatively, the seat 30 may have a sufficient  ably disposed
within the seat (30). axial length so as to retain a plurality of traction
mem- bers 40 between the anterior and posterior shoulders  3. An eyewear
temple according to Claim 1 or 2, 5    7                  EP 0 455 791 B1
8            *  C  L  M  S   * material, sometimes referred to as
hydrophilic, tends  32, 34. The use of multiple traction members 40 al- to
enhance retention of the traction member 40 in  lows for accommodating
fashion considerations as position on the wearer's head as the wearer
perspires  well as high retaining forces for active uses, such as or
encounters moisture, as during skiing. One suit-  volleyball or basketball.
Upon engagement of the able material which can be readily molded by conven-
5   traction member 40 within the seat 30, the outer sur- tional techniques
is marketed under the name KRO-  face 44 of the traction member 40 may be
disposed TON [err], a product of the Shell Oil Company.      outside of the
periphery of the temple 20, as shown The traction member 40 may comprise a
resilient  in Figure 1 or, alternatively, may be substantiallyflush
sponge-like elastomeric material, having a relatively  with the periphery
38 of the adjacent temple 20, as high porosity, as shown in Figures 3 and
4. Alterna-  10  shown in Figure 5. Traction members are preferably tively,
as shown in Figure 6, the traction member 40  provided having a variety of
wall thicknesses, i.e., the may comprise a substantially solid, i.e., fine
or no por-  difference between R1 and R2. Thus, the wearer can osity, yet
flexible material. In addition, the traction  select a flush fitting
traction member as illustrated in member 40 may be made of materials having
differ-  Figure 5 or a radially enlarged traction member as il- ent
densities, thereby providing traction members 40   15  lustrated in Figure
1, depending upon that wearer's having different weights, which may be
employed to  perception of the need for enhanced traction or sleek
counterbalance lenses of differing weights, so as to  appearance.
distribute the weight of the eyewear 10 more evenly  As the majority of the
length of the temple 20 in about the head.
the preferred embodiment is dominated bythe periph- The length of the
traction member 40 is prefer-  20  ery of the temple 20 rather than the
seat 30, if the ably no greaterthan and mostpreferablysubstantially
traction members 40 are removed from the temples equal to the distance
between the anterior and pos-  20, the fitting of the eyewear 10 will not
be substan- terior shoulders 32,34. Although the traction member  tially
denigrated. However, the length of the traction 40 is illustrated as
extending roughlyone-third orone-  member 40, when engaged in the seat 30,
provides a half the overall length of the temple, the traction mem-  25
sufficient contact area to increase the resistance to bers 40 within the
present invention can extend any-  movement of the eyewear 10 relative to
the head. where from substantially the entire length of the tem-  This
present invention has been described in de- ple 20 to only a relatively
small portion thereof, as de-  tail in connection with the preferred
embodiments, pending upon the configuration of the seat 30. Alter-  but
these are examples only and the present inven- natively, a plurality of
traction members 40 may be  30  tion is not restricted thereto. It will be
easily under- axially aligned within the seat 30. The traction mem-  stood
by those skilled in the art that other variations bers 40 may be selected
so that a combined length of  and modifications can be easily made within
the the members 40 substantially equals the distance be-  scope of this
invention, which is defined by the follow- tween the anterior and the
posterior shoulders 32, 34  ing claims. or alternatively, the combined
axial length of the   35 members 40 may be such that an axial space sepa-
rates adjacent traction members 40 within the seat.  Claims In assembling
the present invention, the traction member 40 is engaged with a temple 20
by passing  1. An eyewear temple for retaining eyeglasses on the distal end
24 of the temple 20 through the tubular  40  the head of a wearer,
comprising an elongate passageway within traction member40. Alternatively,
eyewear temple body (20), a first end (22) of the the temple 20 may be
detached from the frame 12 or   temple for attaching the temple to the
eyeglasses lens 14 and the proximal end 22 may be passed        (10), a
second end (24) of the temple, distal said through the tubular passageway
of the traction mem-  first end (22), for engaging the head of the wear-
ber 40. Therefore, the preferred construction of the  45  er, characterized
in that said temple (20) has a re- traction member 40 which elastically
passes overthe  cessed seat (30) interposed between said first distal end
may be obviated. The traction member 40   and second ends (22;24) of said
temple (20), said 



is then moved along the temple 20 until the inner sur-  recessed seat (30)
having a smaller cross- face 42 engages the seat 30. In an embodiment in
sectional area than that of said temple portion ad- which the seat 30 has a
length substantially equal to  50  jacent said seat (30), and that at least
one tubular the length of the traction member 40, as the traction  traction
member (40) is disposed within said re- member 40 is received within the
seat 30, further un-  cessed seat (30). intended motion along the temple 20
is prevented by engagement of the anterior and posterior shoulders  2. An
eyeweartemple according to Claim 1, charac- 32, 34 with the traction member
40.          55      terised in that the traction member (40) is remov-
Alternatively, the seat 30 may have a sufficient  ably disposed within the
seat (30). axial length so as to retain a plurality of traction mem- bers
40 between the anterior and posterior shoulders  3. An eyewear temple
according to Claim 1 or 2,    EP 0 455 791 B1                10      *   C
L  M  S   * characterised in thatthe tubulartraction member  3.
Brillenbtigel nach Anspruch I oder 2, dadurch (40) comprises a resilient
elastomeric material.   gekennzelchnet, daI das rohrenformige Halts- glied
(40) ein nachgiebiges elastomeres Material 4. An eyewear temple according
to Claim 3, charac-    aufweist. terised in that said elastomeric material
exhibits   5 a coefficient of sliding friction that increases  4.
Brillenbugel nach Anspruch 3, dadurch gekenn- when the material is wetted.
zelchnet, dal das elastomere Material elnen Gleltreibungskoeffkzienten hat,
der ansteigt, 5. An eyewear temple according to any one of          wenn
das Material befeuchtet wird. Claims 1 to 4, characterised in that the
traction   10 member, when disposed in said seat (30), has a  S.
Brillenbugel nach einem der AnsprOche I bis 4, cross-sectional diameter
greater than the cross-  dadurch gekennzelchnet, daB das Halteglied,
sectional diameter of the adjacent portion of the  wenn es in derAufnahme
(30) angeordnet ist, .1- temple (20).
nen Querschnittsdurchmesser hat, der gr8Ber ist 15      als der
Querschnittsdurchmesser des benach- 6. An eyewear temple as claimed in any
one of         barten Abschnitts des Brigels (20). Claims 1 to 5,
characterised in that the axial length of the seat (30) is less than about
one-half  6. BrillenbOgel nach einem der AnsprOche I bis 5, of the axial
length of the temple (20).            dadurch gekennzelchnet, daB die
axiale UAnge 20      derAufnahme (30) geringer ist als etwa die HAlfte 7.
An eyewear temple as claimed in any one of       der axialen LfAnge des
BOgels (20). Claims 1 to 6, characterised in that the recessed seat (30)
extends no more than about one-third  7. Brillenbigel nach elnem der
AnsprOche I bis 6, the length of the temple (20).
dadurch gekernnzelchnet, daBl sich die vertiefte 25      Aufnahme (30)
nicht mehr als etwa ein Drittel der 8. Eyewear comprising a lens (14), a
frame (12) at-   fingo des Bfgels (20) erstreckt. tached to said lens (14),
and at least one eyeglass temple (20) as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to
8. Brille, die eine Linse (14), einen Rahmen (12), der 7.
an der Linse (14) angebracht let, und mindestens 30      einen BrillenbOgel
(20) nach elnem der AnsprO- 9. Eyewear comprising a lens (14) and at least
one    che 1 bis 7 aufweist. eyeglass temple (20) as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 7.                                 9. Brille, die elne Linse
(14) und mindestens einen Brillenbugel (20) nach einem derAnsprriche I bis
35      7 aufweist. Patentanspruche 1. Brillenbiigel zur Halterung einer
Brille an dem  Revendicatlons Kopf elnes Tragers, mit einem langgestreckten
Brillenbfgelkorper (20), einem ersten Ende (22)  40  1. Branche de lunettes
pour maintenir des lunettes des Bagels zur Anbringung des Bagels an der
sur la tete d'un porteur, comportant un corps de Brille (10), und einem
zweiten Ends (24) des BO-   branche allonge (20), une premibre extremitd
gels, das distal zu dem ersten Ends (22) angeord-  (22) de la branche etant
agenc6e pour rattacher net let, um an dem Kopf des Tragers anzugreifen,  la
branche aux lunettes (10), une seconde extre- dadurch gekennzelchnet, daS
der Bagel (20) ei-  45  miti (24) de la branche etant distale par rapport
nevertiefteAufnahme(30) hat, die zwischen dem      A la premiere extremite
(22) et agencee pour tre 



ersten und dem zweiten Ends (22; 24) des BOgels   en prise sur la tete du
porteur, caracterisee en ce (20) angeordnet ist, wobei die vertiefte
Aufnahme  que la branche (20) comporte un siege en retrait (30) eine
Ideinere Querschnittsfliche hat ale der  (30), interpose entre lesdites
premlire et secon- Baigelabschnitt benachbart zu der Aufnahme   so   de
extrrmites (22,24) de la branche (20), le slege (30), und dal3 mindestens
sin rahrenfarmiges       en retrait (30) ayant une aire de section
transver- Halteglied (40) Innerhalb der vertleften Aufnah-  sale plus
petite quo celle de la partie de branche me (30) angeordnet let.
adjacente A ce siege (30), et en ce qu'au moins un element tubulaire de
traction (40) est dispose 2. Brillenbugel nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
55  dans le siege en retrait (30). zelchnet, daB des Halteglied (40)
entfernbar in- nerhalb der Aufnahme (30) angeordnet ist.      2. Branche de
lunettes selon la revendlcation 1, ca- ract6is6e en ce que l'el6ment de
traction (40) est 6    11                 EP 0 455 791 B1
12              *   C  L  M  S  * dispos6 dans le stbge (30) de maniere
amovible. 3. Branche de lunettes solon la revendication I ou 2,
caractiris6e en ce quo l'element tubulaire de traction (40) se compose
d'une matibre 6lasto-   5 mbre elastique. 4. Branche de lunetts selon la
revendication 3, ca- ract6ris6e en ce quo ladite matiere elastomere
prhsente un cooefficient de friction au glissement  1o qui augmente quand
la matiere est humectee. 5. Branche de lunettes selon l'une des revendica-
tions I a 4, caracteris6e en co quo l'6l6ment de traction, quand il eat
dispos6 dans le slge, (30),  15 pr6sento en coupe transversale un diametre
plus grand quo celul de la partie adjacoente de la bran- che (20). S.
Branche de lunettes solon l'une des revendica-  20 tions 1 A 5,
caract6rlsee en co que la longueur axiale du siege (30) est inferieure A
environ la moiti6 de la longueur axiale de la branche (20). 7. Branche de
lunettes solon l'une des revendica-  25 tions I A 6, caracterlisee n co quo
le siage on re- trait (30) sitoend au maximum surenviron un tiers de la
longueur de la branche (20). 8. Lunettes comportant un verre (14), une
monture  30 (12) rattachee au verre (14), et au moins une branche de
lunettes (20) solon l'une des revendi- cations I A 7. 9. Lunettes
comportant un verre (14) et au mons  35 une branche de lunettes (20) solon
l'une des re- vendications I A 7. 40 45 50 55 7    


