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(57) Abstract: A method and system 
for cleaning a secure instrument, such 
as a banknote, including a substrate, 
visual data and a security feature, in­
cluding exposing the secure instrument 
to a supercritical fluid at a temperature 
and a pressure and for a duration suffi­
cient to clean the substrate and not com­
promise the security feature and the 
visual data, wherein to clean the sub­
strate includes to remove one or more 
substances from the substrate into the 
supercritical fluid. The substances re­
moved from the substrate may include 
contaminants, dirt, sebum and patho­
gens. 
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