WO 02/069242 2 2 AUG 2005 -1 EVI DENCE AND PROPERTY TRACKI NGZ)Z' . GF LAW
ENFORCEMENT Technical Field 5 The present invention relates t el\yi ce
and PIOJB&6Y2t racki ng systems and methods for use paGTEUR0aRIg74in | aw
enforcenent. Background of the Inventipn Police, jails, prisons and other
governnment authorities typically collect evidence 10 and property, such

as weapons, cl othing, t use in subsequent
i nvestigations and | eg?@%%@%&ﬂ@?ggm%md while a person is
det ai ned. That evi dence and-poRIEAWENFSRGCEVERCHr ed agai nst

unintentional or intentional tanpering, theft, substitution or loss to
preserve its value in those investigations and proceedi ngs. For exanpl e,

if a critical. pi of evidence is lost, or if 15 a witness at a trial
cannot p%ﬁ&%}ﬁgﬁdentify the evidence and the chain of custody from
the tine and piRGResdhemPehtioneRitdb keideRt il prbferty ECkaisyRleatanither e i t
was authenticated, then a suspect who commtted a crine nmay be all owed
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the time and place where it was collected to the time and place where it was

authenticated, then a suspect who committed a crime may be allowed to go free. This
is undesirable for several cbvious reasons.
Current evidence collection and storage may be done in several different ways,
20 but what follows is one example. An officer or investigator may’retrieve a piece of
evidence at a certain location, and then place that cvidence into a bag or envelope.
After the person seals the bag or envelope, she may write certain information on it, or
on a paper or other record associated with it, to enable the evidence to be positively
identified at a later time. That information may include the case number (if known),
25 the type of crime, the victim’s name or names, the suspect’s name or names, the
location where the evidence was retrieved, and other identifying information. The
officer or investigator may also sign the bag, envelope, paper or record or make some
other unique mark, to enable her to positively identify the evidence later. In the
collection of propérty from a suspect prior to incarceration, for example, the property
30 may be similarly bagged and tagged. '
Once the evidence or property has been collected, it is brought to a central
storage location, such as an evidence room or a file room. There it may be checked in,

and the person receiving the evidence may indicate on the bag or envelope that the
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Summary of the Invention
20 The present invention has several aspects related to the use of RFID technology

in obtaining, tagging, searching for, and otherwise handling evidence and property. ‘As

described in more detail below,

Detailed Description of the Invention
25 The present invention includes not only the recognition of certain problems that

have long plagued the storage, retrieval and tracking of evidence, but also the
application of radio frequency identification, or “RFID” technology to that field in the
manner described herein. Before describing the applications, methods, systems, and
components of the present invention, a short overview of RFID technology will be

30 provided.



manner descri bed herein. Before describing the applications, nethods,
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predeterrﬁmpjgﬁmm (such as 13.56 negahertz), which can then

activate tags within the interrogati on range of the reader. 20 The RFID
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tags respond byAnether compogentraf ag ysteneis atrpader enuiterregatary dhe RFdDt he

reader receives t.he | at si,anal ack f.romthe .t ags., The
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with the RFID tags described above are_avail able fromID Systens _Inc. of
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Instruments of Dallas, Texas under the designation Commander 320. The RFID reader,
when activated, transmits signals at a predetermined frequency (such as 13.56
megahertz), which can then activate tags within the interrogation range of the reader.

20 The RFID tags respond by modulating the signals that they each receive, and the reader
receives the modulated signals back from the tags. The interchange of data through
these signals enables the RFID reader to obtain information from the RFID tags. RFID
readers that are compatible with the RFID tags described above are available from ID
Systems Inc. of Manchester, UK. (under the designation HANDSPRING and MRR

25 (mid-range reader), BALTECH AG, of Hallbergmoos, Germany (under the designation
ID-ENGINE), and Feig Electronics GmbH of Weilburg-Waldhausen, Germany (under
the designation OBID I-SCAN). Most conventional RFID readers also have a
programming or “writing” capability, and thus combine both reading and writing
(interrogation and programming) into a single device. For applications where either or

30 both functions are required, combination reader/writers or separate readers ax}d writers

| may be used. _
A proces;éor that is part of the RFID reader, or a processor or database to which

the reader can be linked, may contain information correlating the interrogated RFID tag



| D-ENG NE), and Fei'g El ectronics GrbH of Wil bur g- Vil dhausen, ?Mg%[}g
(under the designation OBID |- SCAN) Most conventional RFID Z i0al so
have o ResaMI Ng or "witing” capability, and thus cbyaf2840
reading and witing (interrogation and progranmng) into a single
device. For applications where. either of~30 both functions are required,
conbi nation reader/witers or separate readers and witers my be used:
A processap théitbmits videh thetag inattithed Thasldf the RFID tag iscattazhed wra be‘ae;base’

to which th d | k | t ai i.nf or mat | at
the 1 nt or ke Hif TR PR 2 RIBHO DN SEMbGOBIR PR s BRI Bthe | 4t o
the item téﬁ%@@fé’rq? HE 84n'or aﬁ&tﬁ@l‘:&%‘g}asg h\g the'nfbe:[z% etk info rét)i%ﬁhed

to alibrar e reader ent|4|cat|on nu
fromthe tabgutthetitdm.it to the sane nunber in its own or another
dat ﬁ{;ase, and tgfgplgé}fsbl to determ ne i nformtion ?ut t he |tem 5

Al though they f gt #i@ﬁamﬁ‘elﬁt"?f\}’é’e&eﬂ??@ﬁ ateq g spgcifig uses
speci fic ysy {ecﬁ%l% ¥ £ RAMR LvildBhce bgﬁ}oﬂ% Fi SN WA 2 §ra y the
i nvention w e Separately escri or t he conveni en t he

reader. Al doscribveaf laai@w dersthe mmnréﬁu@ef ﬁhayeaden cAisdereferepeesty ehdknicd:may aw
enf or cenent ﬁgt horities or the |ike for non-evidentj ar pur pQses, such

as whi |l e dnclidperqPery e}ﬁc%}f@wreaf@aem%q origes o thslike fPrnomevigeatiitice and
Property E6Eh A0 while g ddgepr esent invention involves the
conver si oﬁ) rgeem st Png“i %gégﬁ’%\ef’ énéaé c%le?ect lons to an RFID-tagged
eviHence collect ion. Existing tagging systems may include printed

bar - code tggs, . . or other simlar things that
are attached ei ther—en E¥of evidence, ~or to the

contai ner in whixch tlg @& «ggn@% {Qf Bnt AL Ent RS Iv&fthkhe present

i nvention, a conversi o_rl} sTLt‘l oneand& ﬁfé&)r+ss plr o;é/l} gﬁf%y converting the
exi sting c¢anygmsibreof ekisting taggeﬁléwiﬂenenggﬂk&cnmsderané{FIDFtaggﬂbdmdmmeem is

d i bed | text., of lib | bl i cat
007 10195 (tSlleptifn MRS taefinasketr s el hbaS binted binserdeitBis, EUET il
present i M¢BELs) &rbthérrhlﬁnﬁ @ﬁ@@qiam&tanabm e @Fledtiyab Yskeietd 6f &ifdtiRe Of

sel ecting a piece of
or to the container in which the evidence is stored. In this aspect of the present

invention, a conversion station and method is provided for converting the existing

tagged evidence to RFID-tagged evidence. One such system is described in the context

of library materials in PCT Publication WO 00/10122 (Garber et al.), which is assigned
20 to the assignee of the present invention.

' In one embodiment, the method includes the steps of selecting a piece of
evidence that bears a non-RFID tag, obtaining information from that tag (for example
visually, if the inforrﬁation is simply printed on the tag, or by scanning if the
information is provided in bar-code or machine-readable format), inputting the

25 information into a processor (for example, by a keyboard or a touch-panel display),
converting the information into a format that can be stored on an RFID tag,
programming or “writing” the information to an RFID tag, and creating or editing a
database record associated with that RFID tag. The conversion station used to convert
the existing evidence collection can thus include or be operatively connected to an

30 input subsystem (such as a keyboard, touch panel, bar-code scanner, or the like), 2
processor that receives and processes the information, a database in which records can
be created, edited, or deleted, an RFID writer, and an RFID tag processing system that

can obtain a tag (perhaps from a roll of such tags), position it near an antenna for the
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to enter ighegiBityn onto a database record that is associated with the

RFC tag and the évi dence, so that that information may be searched or
ot herwi se used B. Evidence Collection. Another aspect of the present invention is the

collection and tagging of evidence using RFID technology. Law enforcement officials
20 may collect evidence and put it into a container (which may be a sealable, tamper-
evident container) provided with an RFID tag, such as the one disclosed in U.S. Patent
No. 5,63 5,917 (Todman). The tag may be programmed to include one or more pieces
of information, examples of which are described below, or those pieces of information
may be provided in a database. If, for example, the information is pro'vided ina
25 database, then the tag may be interrogated to obtain enough information from the tag to
enable the corresponding database entry to be identified and the desired information
thereby obtained. Information to be stored on the tag or the database could include one
or more of the following types of information:
(1) a case identification number;
30 - (2) the crime type;
(3) avictim’s name;
(4) a suspect’s name;

(5) the location where the evidence was obtained,;
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technology.

C. Tagging of Evidence. Evidence may be tagged in the following manner.

15 An RFID tag may be provided that has a unique identifier, such as a tag identification |
number or alphanumeric string, already stored in memory. The user can obtain the tag, i
apply it to the evidence, and then create or modify an entry in a database that associates
that specific tag with the evidence. The unique tag identifier assures that it is
impossible that two tags in the same location would have the same tag identifier. The

20 tag identifier can be obtained from the tag either by interrogating the tag with an RFID
reader, or by reading it visually if the information is printed on the tag, for example.
Information of the kind enumerated above may then be entered into the database, or
stored on the tag, or both, to facilitate later use of that information. This tagging
system is useful because, among other reasons, the tag does not have to be pfogrammed

25 by the user with additional information identifying either the tag or the evidence, which
can conserve space in the memory of the tag available to the user.

Another way to tag evidence is to locate information in a détébase related to a
particular piece or class of evidénce, select information that is also applicable to the
additional evidence to be stored, and program (write) the selected information to the

30 tag. For example, the fiftieth piece of evidence in a case may be tagged by locating the .
electronic records associated with one or more of the previous pieces of evidence in
that case, identifying certain information from those records to be provided on the

RFID tag for the fiftieth piece of evidence, and then writing that information to an
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RFID writer portion of a combination RFID reader/writer) can program more than one

20 RF¥ID tag substantially simultaneously with information (which may be made
unalterable) if the climate monitoring system indicates that the climaté has varied from
certain predetermined conditions. For example, if the temperature in the refrigerator
drops below 0 degrees C (32 degrees F), then the RFID writer can write a message to
RFID tags indicating that condition. Similarly, if other environmental conditions vary

25 outside of certain predetermined limits (excessive or insufficient temperature, humidity,
or light, for example), those conditions can be indicated on the RFID tags. If that
information is stored on the RFID tags in a manner thai: is ver.y difficult or impossible
to alter, then the absence of that information could be useful to law enforcement
authorities subsequently, or conversely the presence of that information could be useful

30 °  topotential defendants. This system hés the added benefit that the RFID tags should be
much less expensive than environméntal monitoring tags that actually monitor
environmental conditions themselves and provide a record of those conditions. In

another embodiment, information concerning the environmental conditions could be
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conditions for a c(lgl ven pi ece of evidence over
code tagged evidence. It also minimizes problems due to unreadable, removed or lost

20 tags of the kind currently in use, and eliminates the need to create a new tag each time
information is updated, because the tag memory can be selectively overwritten.

To search for evidence, a user may input information to an RFID reader
describing the desired piece of evidence other than by RFID interrogation, and then use
the RFID reader to interrogate the RFID-tagged items within the range of the reader.

25 For example, the user may enter a case identification number into a reader through
some kind of user interface (such as a keyboard, touch-panel display, or the like) or
connection (such as a serial port to connect with a processor and database), and then
have the RFID reader interrogate all the evidence within its range to locate RFID
tagged items related to that case. ‘Alternatively, if other information is stored on each

30 RFID tag or in a database entry (such as the kinds of information enumerated abdve),
then evidence having RFID tags that include that information can also be located.
RFID tags that correspond to the description entered into the RFID reader can then be

identified and located, and thus the corresponding piece(s) of evidence located. For
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correspondi ng pl ece evi dence | ocate For 2 2 AUG 2005 WO
02/ 069242 PEobtabred i rom the memory of the RFID reader, or from a database linked to

20 the RFID reader (either by cable, or by wireless connection, for example). The user

interface of the RFID reader may permit the user to highlight, check off, or otherwise
indicate which pieces of evidence or which class of evidence the user wishes to search
for, and the reader would then interrogate RFID tags until it located one or more tags
associated with the items of interest.

25 In another embodiment, an algorithm can be input into the RFID reader that
describes an ordered set of evidence, and then a plurality of pieces of evidence can be
interrogated to determine whether the interrogated pieces of evidence are in the
algorithm order. Examples of suitable algorithm orders could be ones based on case
identifiers, or on chronological (including reverse-chronological) order.

30 Another feature of the searching method is to associate a piece of evidence with
a location. The RFID tag associated with a piece of evidence may be interrogated,
information may be provided describing a location, and then the two may be associated

with each other in a database. The location could be a crime scene, or a room or part of
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evidence were not located can also be provided, as with other embodiments of the
20 present invention, either through a user interface on the RFID reader or otherwise. This
inventory function may enable a user to conduct a periodic audit, and can indicate not
only pieces of evidence that were expected to be at the location but were not, but also
pieces of evidence that were not expected to be at the location but were. By positioning
multiple interrogating antennae at locations throughout an area of interest, and
25 optionally by multiplexing interrogation signals to each of the antennae successively, a
complete inventory may be conducted in far less time than has heretofore been
possible.

F. Chain of Custody. Another aspect of the present invention is its use in

tracking the chain of custody of a piece of evidence. An RFID-tagged piece of

30 evidence can be programmed by an RFID writer to include information that identifies
each person to have possession of the evidence. The programming may be done
manually (by a person entering his or her information into an RFID device), or

automatically (by using', for example, an RFID antenna surrounding a portal such as a
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be maintained in a database, and RFID readers that detect RFID-tagged evidence in
proximity to an RFID-badged but unauthorized person may send a notification signal to
20 an appropriate person or location. A
' G Location Transfer. It may also be useful to track the location of a piece
of evidence. That may be done in one of several manners. For example, portal readers
of the type described above may be used to obtain information from RFID-tagged
evidence as it is moved, and can update the tag, a database, or both as to the new
25 location of the tagged evidence. This information may also be obtained by other
readers, including handheld readers and non-portal readers, such as those associated
with the storage locations themselves. PCT Publication WO 00/10112 (Goff et al.)
describes, in one embodiment, a shelf-tape-style reader system that could be used in
this manner, to periodically poll all the tags in a specified location and to update a
30 database, for example, of the tags found at those locations.
It may also be useful to associate an RFID reader or a combination reader/writer
with certain locations or equipment, so that each time that a certain location or piece of

equipment is used in regard to a piece of evidence, that information is recorded. For



possi ble. F. Chain of Custody. Another aspect of the present invention is
its use in tracking the chain of custody of a piece of evidehédU6ANS

RFI D‘&é%?/ed%}gl ece of 30 evidence can be progranmed by an RFEID witer to
inclu PPt trati on that identifies each person to ha\yng}@yékagi‘onu of

t he evidence. The progranmm ng may be dd2e nmanually (by a person entering
his or her information into an RFID device), or automatically (by using,
for exanpleﬁamgre i s@nﬂ?ia%?@@aﬁé‘ﬁfeﬂmm PR AabSrdfdty 2 RED ritddG 2005
WD 02/ 069242 PCT/ USO /21874 -11 doorway or pass-through w ndow to match
an RFI D basspsiaved with¢has equipment conldypiogram the RiFhtagi(evupdate adatdbasee) . The

o) SRR B B PR b Bt 8

Secure rogkg ﬁ&rarxﬂé’iéétﬂ%ﬁeirgcﬁ@)%n&i’cti%liﬂétekth?ést rayitdand e sialing fromthe
remai nder 5 of an evidence storage area. The tag or the database or

bot B, wheinformaiion refatéchfoshertest. ohhisl eswldatsorhy donp dorsatherdnboratary enothgr |
th i d . h ' t hei At t erni '
et her & FES SRS B PIpEisAr Gufthrs tippd fr P ik, BB ko mme s e nac

possessi ogofidudiing thy/ieHeidu Rl beindentifiedby RFED HRéRsgatioh offa badaser Bk likk tdier
or both can be appropriately updated.” In another enbodi nent, a person

can regi stth the inerrogationdesearitied veith referenesto popeksifor ehnin pEenstddyepuirpesss.e,

wal k through a .port d have, th ssoci at.ed portal ,reader verjfy that
t he person (V\/nﬁ‘nas %—@mﬂ ot i St gﬁ%e‘g‘f’e @B%efgﬂ%ﬁte‘f%“

autlioor i zegndiftafitidayh st M GRorcemeAtCaidrity,andRabsegRemly trnsPére&Ptoqf
evi dence. The informati on matchi nggghlgerson to thg@gl eéce of evidence can

be st or ed seepndtlaw qrEdrcemery authority berpresecutjornefstbe lawwit atimattarhEor RFI D

tag, or on_both. If the 15 .infoxmation i s stored he REFIDtag, then it
may be. uSEFRTPIS 2siats OF A i eRsReceish apthoBh BRY effket Sh vidkiE peon
written (Welidgeddd BerelePgit to befite crany, suck\&RMutderEdfd liter ABtefrhipeltha)the A
predeterm ned |ist of people who are authori zed to possess evi dence may

be nai nt aichiERe isrp fgdeat Gimg suchakidmnpingeiyasketessing. dathkase apgother agged

ek GEbDRROI3 N BOH DAL f e BREROR, ey

eviigence g RiRx| ¢
a notification stgna opri-ate person or

Locat i on Toansther.. The preseyit mventidresipiifies suoh tianafeks bhendbliag thefirsofava.

pi ece of eyidence. That may be done in one qf several manners. For
exanpl e, [SBFrsemeRtAyEiogty to search for evidence related to a specific case in the manners

described above, download the database or database entries related to that case onto a
portable data storage medium, such as a computer floppy disc, CD, or DVD, and

20 - transfer the data storage medium along with the eviderce to the second law
enforcement authority. Alternatively, the database or database entries may be
transmitted between the computers of the two authorities, either by network, the
Internet, or another suitable means of transmission. The second law enforcement
authority may then choose to load the database on its computer system, use an RFID

25 reader to interrogate the transferred evidence collection, and confirm that all the
evidence has been appropriately transferred. If for some reason it is useful to transfer
the data storage medium alone, for example to another law enforcement agency or
court, then that could be done also. It may also be desirable to create duplicate copies
of the database, to enable the transferring location to retain a record of the evidence

30 transferred.
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fromone | aw enf oreaeffBfhergency to another. The present invention
simplifies such transfers by enabling the first |aw enforcenent

authority to search for evidence related to a specific case in the
manners descri bed above, downl oad the database or database entries

related_to that case, onta a . . .
2. tﬁ}lc mcthod of ctlalm 1, wherein steps (b) and (¢) comprise scanning a bar code on

the non-RFID tag.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) comprises reading information from the

non-RFID tag visually.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises typing information using a

keyboard.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) comprises using a touch-panel display.



portabl e data storage nmedi um such as a conputer floppy disc, CD, or DVD,
and 20 transfer the data storage nmedium along with the evi dencp?tAy6t2605
second | aw enforcenent authority. Alternatively, the database or

dat abase entries may be transmtted between the conputers of the two
authorities, either by network, the 14nternet, or another suitable neans
of transm ssion. The second | aw enforcenent authority nmay then choose to
| oad the database on its conputer system use an RFID 25 reader to
interrogate the transferred evidence collection, and confirmthat all the

evi denceghas e AR GRAiRE Bl whéréiaRd MRl further it¥ludQiRe st858PN it IS
useful to transfer the data storage nedium al one, for exanple to another

| aw enf oasseciatitg tgdRiFIP @g withaucdntaintrdior thegtece@fiediderceduive tabsp (d)l t may
al so be desirable to create duplicate copies of the database, to enable
the transferring location to retain a record of the evidence 30
transferred. 2 2 AUG 2005 -13 W claim 1. A nethod for converting a

col l ectign of - e i i . K .

et or cemtnt 1 SRR BACE AGER EincBEl ST ind ARk of Athing
conpri si fifformRionlddSsuface (@dctd ﬁk‘hﬂh%@r durkicee 8f Mk RFTDARN GHabed| Aded to | aw
enforcenent that includes a non-RFID tag; obtaining information Fromthe
non- RFI Dedrdainer fontheteviidepce.ne i nformation into a processor; witing the
information onto an RFID.tag; associating a database record with that
RFID tag; and associating the RFID tag with the piece of evidence rel ated
to law enforcenent. 2. The nethod of claim1l, wherein steps (h) and (c)

compr | g SCaNTyDG hASr SAREL Uherdifiind HONET Sl s P EFbORCAN, ©1 20 m

1, wherelrn stép conprises reading information from

vi sual | yinférmation th@trélates of thelpaéon of evideptecinto the dptabase resorpr i ses typi ng
information using a keyboard.

9. A method for converting a collection of non-RFID tagged pieces of evidence
related to law enforcement to RFID-tagged cvidence related to law enforcement,

comprising the steps of:

(a)  providing a piece of cvidence related to law enforcement that includes a

non-RFID tag, followed by the step of
~(b)  obtaining information from the non-RFID tag, followed by the step of

(©) inputting the information into a processor; followed by the following steps

in any order:
@) writing the information onto an RFID tag; and
(ii)  associating a database record with that RFID tag; and

(d)  associating the RFID tag with the piece of evidence related to law

enforcement.

10. A method for conyerting a collection of non-RFID tagged pieces of evidence
related o law enforcement to RFID-tagged evidence related to law enforcement,

comprising the steps of:



5. The method of claim1l1l, wherein step (c) conprises using a touch-panel
display. 2 2 AUG 2005 -14 6. The nethod of claim1l, wherein the mga@ﬁ
further includes the step of associating the RFID tag with a CZ) t

for the piece of evidence prior to step (d). 7. The nethod of claim1,
wherein the method further includes _jfie step of printing information on
a surface selected frommjor surfaces of the RFTD tag, a |l abel, and a
contai ner for the evidence. 8. The method of claim1, wherein the nethod
further includes the step of entering information that relates to the
pi ece of evidence into the database record. 9. A nethod for converting a
col l ection of non-RFID tagged pieces of evidence related to | aw
enforcenent to RFID-tagged evidence related to | aw enforcenent,

conpri si ng t h@)st epovishng & plecpobevidenty relaisi de tavoenferdenentbat wchidesia t o | aw
enforcenment that incl a n-RRI D tag, f.ollowed by the step of (b)
obt ai ni ng informtp%ugﬁiﬁ‘?&vlﬁ@?‘}’(gﬁﬁﬁﬁhf)s‘ga@f foll owed by the step of (c)
inputting the information into a processor; followed by the follow ng
steps in any(®r deobtaiping iarmiatign fiem thamonddilDoag ootlowed bREeBteef, and
(i1) associating a database record with that RFID tag; and (d)

associ ating t{g RFippuitihg thé irifoinfeioniiee @ Rbcesvorf fNeveddlyahe thllowvih@yreps
enforcement. 10. A nethod for converting a collection of non-RFID tagged
pi eces of evi denceinan¥lcidesd to | aw enforcenent to RFTD-tagged evi dence
related to | aw enforcenent, conprising the steps of: 2 2 AUG 7005 -15
(a) providing a pi@ye obvrigmgdenméornaliat edtotam REMD ®@nf or cenent t hat
includes a non-RFID tag, followed by the step of (b) obtaining

information from t{]g NORsslatiRPa dgtfgg%sﬁmr@wi&hﬁmq?gpl ‘3&; dnfg) 1 nputting

the information in a processor, followed by the ng steps

(1ii)  entering information that relates to the piece of evidence related to

law enforcement into the database record; and

(d)  associating the RFID tag with the piece of evidence related to law

enforcement.

11. A conversion station for converting a collection of non-RFID tagged pieces of
evidence related to RFID-tagged pieces of evidence related to law enforcement
comprising:

(a)  aninformation receiving system into which information related to a piece

of evidence related to law enforcement may be input;

(b)  an RFID tag feeding mechanism to receive and advance RFID tags to a tag

programming zone; and

(c) an RFID writer including an antenna adjacent the tag programming zone,
for writing the information to the RFID tag positioned in the tag

programming zone.

12. The conversion station of claim 11, wherein the conversion station further

includes a supply of RFID tags positioned within the RFID tag feeding mechanism.



in any order; (i) witing the information onto an RFID tag; (ii)
associating a database record with that RFID tag; and (iii) enférAlbgl005
information that relates to the piece of evidence related to |aw
enforcement into the database record;cand (d) associating the RFID tag
with the piece of evidence related to law enforcement. 11. A conversion
station for converting a collection of non-RFID tagged pi eces of
evidence related to RFID-tagged pieces of evidence related to | aw
enforcement conprising: (a) (b) (c) an information receiving systen1|nto
which information related to a piece of evidence related to | aw
enforcement nmay be input; an RFID tag feeding mechanismto receive and
advance RFID tageohwerdoh 8@tioRbOBILANMD NGhdeiahe 8ol edslotthGRiriRY
including an antenna adjacent the tag programm ng zone, for witing the
i nf or mat irchide a pheceR¥or Bnd aglambsset kndtd procetive at@gxatqsnbgRﬁmtagngtb mae. 12.
The conversjon stﬁilon of claim 11, wherein the conversion station
further d3talaseaeser supply of RFID tags positioned within the RFID tag
feedi ng nmechanism 2 2 AUG 2005 -16 13. The conversion station of claim
12, wherein the conversion station further includes a processor and a
dat abase. and the processor associates the RFID tag with a database
record. 4. TirRe coMNERSioh SALiSH BF E1alin 91, whabid thd datdbiRE eddord R1RE abase
record includes information about t he pi ece of evidence.

information about the piece of evidence.



