ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE A production nethod and a production appar at us
for a magnetic recording nmedium which enable the efficient production of a
di screte type nagnetic recording nmedium while reliably preventrbrrgo@sy
deterioration of the partitioned recording elenents. The magnetic recording
medi um production apparatus 40 includes: recording |ayer processing device
42, which by formng a plurality of grooves, with a m nute spacing

t herebetween in a planar APEERALANOF AHENDIFCEPFEREat e 10 of a nmagnetic
recordi ng nmedi um conprising a continuous recording |ayer, partitions the
continuous recording layer into a plurality of partitioned recording

el enents; non-nmagnetic body filling device 48 for filling the grooves

between the pargiddeietbr etatridtared eMBsddiibra Aermanetdsr hody;
snoot hi ng device 50 for snoothing the surface of the partitioned recording

el em”tﬁa&?&f@eré‘@é‘fcﬁfﬁgﬁ'%é&im,dymhf&?t@1’1:&;1-5]‘,’@ iy els £ QLfBLd on device 52

for formng a protective layer on the partitioned recording el enents and

t he .non_magneti c body. and vacuum retention. device 56 which. houses. t he

" ecor di LT 6O pr ot ea ST HEr HavT ceris, THTRS hh- MEGTET TS B 1T Bevi ce
48, the snpothing device, and the protectjve |ayer formation device 52, and
mai nt ai Fel1IRLERT ¢ HrmERRY %Yr%?%%@rﬂﬂeor? MerrRiRd et 4B 99ed state of

vacuum
recording elements. The magnetic recording medium production

apparatus 40 includes: recording layer processing device 42,
which by forming a plurality of grooves, with a minute spacing

10 therebetween in a planar direction, in an intermediate 10 of a
magnetic recording medium comprising a continuous recording
layer, partitions the continuous recording layer into a
plurality of partitioned recording elements; non-magnetic body
filling device 48 for filling the grooves between the

15 partitioned recording elements with a non-magnetic body;
smoothing device 50 for smecothing the surface of the
partitioned recording elements and the non-magnetic body:
protective layer formation device 52 for forming a protective
layer on the partitioned recording elements and the non-

20 magnetic body; and vacuum retention device 56 which houses the
recording layer processing device 42, the non-magnetic body
filling device 48, the smoothing device, and the protective
layer formation device 52, and maintains the environment
surrounding the intermediate 10 in a state of wvacuum.
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