
PROCESS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ACETIC ACID C4-ESTERS  Abstract: Process for
treating a mixed C[err] stream comprising iso-butene and 1,3-butadiene by
(a) reacting the stream with acetic  acid in an addition reactor, (b)
withdrawing product comprising iso-butene, sec-butenyl acetate, n-butenyl
acetate and t-butyl acetate,  and recovering n-butenyl acetate from the
product and separating and recycling t-butyl acetate to the addition
reactor. The process  provides increased efficiency of acetic acid
utilisation together with useful products, e.g. n-butenyl and sec-butenyl
acetates which  can be separated and sold as such or converted to other
products. The unreacted isobutene can be separated and used as such, or
recycled and allowed to dimerise to di-isobutene, another useful product. 


