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(57) Abstract: A flow control apparatus (800) includes a tubular member (818) having a plurality of openings (820, 822, 824,
826) that allow fluid flow between an exterior and an interior flow path (828) of the tubular member (818) and a multi-stage flow
restricting section (804) operably positioned in a fluid flow path between a fluid source disposed exteriorly of the tubular member
(818) and the interior flow path (828). The flow restricting section (804) including a plurality of flow restricting devices (838,
844, 850) each operable to create a pressure drop. Actuatable devices (830, 832, 834, 836) operably associated with the openings
(820, 822, 824, 826) are sequentially actuatable to allow fluid flow through the associated openings (820, 822, 824, 826), thereby
sequentially reducing the pressure drop experienced by fluids flowing from the fluid source to the interior flow path (828).



