‘The present .invention provides a water- absor bent sheet containing

5- hydr oxy- 2- hydroxynmet hyl -[err]- . «* pyrone for preventing the

di scol orati on of vegetables, 5 “fruits or -cut flowers. As conpared with
the prior art, the present invention retains the freshness of vege-
tables, fruits and cut flowers, such as thg@ prevention of | eaf
wlting or rotting, while preventing the di scol oration of the cut
surface of the vegetables, 10 frui t ABSEFRACERt f | owers.

The present invention provides a water-
absorbent sheet containing 5-hydroxy-2-hydroxymethyl-y-
pyrone for preventing the discoloration of vegetables,

5 fruits or cut flowers. As compared with the prior art,
the present invention retains the freshness of vege-
tables, fruits and cut flowers, such as the prevention
of leaf wilting or rotting, while preventing the
discoloration of the cut surface of the vegetables,

10 fruits and cut flowers.
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