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A sel f-contai ned postage neter does not have a base separable froma main
body. The single secure housing contains everything that would be in the
mai n body of a prior art postage neter and everything that would be in a
prior art neter base. Despite containing all these things, the single
secure housing is snmall enough and |ight enough in weight to permt the
entire neter to be readily transported to the post office for inspection
or resetting. Wthin the singl xRt housing are the print rotor with

val ue wheel s, all the, chanisnms fqr settin h rint wheels, the
descendi Ay ’6%0“‘%?5’6'5;%9?95 &egzleraﬁl&egsigé;i E‘FS{& % &F55t ocessor, and
all the chanisns faor. tr. or t,of _L il plLec rs h the neter.
Onl fegaﬁgmeuffnr&% Solt3dt Ibg’(rﬁlﬁg'l etfrrlglr?t 5'5'21 el@ries&l?iﬁlf%d?m%%ile y a single

| NOXRSRSIE %Qé{!g}mtg{ib r?grtﬂar@'%{ﬂﬂ%%d iYPhkWe Wassl posgt g Fd - few

el ectronmagnets. _ -way clutches are used so that rotafion of the
Mot Qh-t! BN JH MRAIOTEn A ERITHHSRS thatelioula pXClie ROpriike wwe wheel s

and rotation” of the notor in“the other direction acconplishes a printing

(fr aiI0)ba@eC] € DeB taetddritth GG alge Thaskothibais, | ithikagdndle rotate a
setting axle in one direction and in the other direction. Cutches on the

set idor@rax IowREmY tis el ehougharsd Idight ehoseht iing wedegiterto to t he
val ue wheels, nediated by paw s which are controlled by el ectromagnets.
Powglernd@n thetdriiives matRld tandd headdller tiranspordllde toDede postthe
relatively |l ow bul k and parts count the design satisfies sinmultaneously
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housing are the print rotor with value wheels, all the

mechanisms for sétting the print wheels, the descending and/or

ascending register and associated microprocessor, and all the

mechanisms for transport of the mail piece through the meter.

Only a handful of controlled elements are required, chiefly a

single inexpensive DC motor for franking and value wheel |

setting and a few electromagnets. Two one-way clutches}are

used so that rotation of the motor in'one direction

accomplishes a setting cycle for the value wheels and rotation

of the motor in the other direction.accoﬁplishes a printing

(franking) c?cle. The setting cycle uses a four-bar linkage

to rotate a setting axle in one direction and in the othér_

direction. Clutches on the setting axle permit selective

_ transmission of setting movement to the value wheéls, mediated'

by pawls whicﬁ are controlled by electromagnets. Power

consumption is small and the meter is reliable. Despite the

relatively low bulk and parts count the design satisfies

simultaneously the demands of the postal authorities and the

needs of the users.
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