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Description 

Container for storing a plurality of cheque cards 
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The invention relates to a device for storing a plurality of cheque cards, credit cards 

or the like, having the features of the precharacterising clause of claim 1. For the 

sake of simplicity below the cards are referred to only as cheque cards . 

The device has a container having slots that are open at a front face of the container 

so that the cheque cards can be pushed into the container in their lengthwise or 

widthwise direction to lie completely within the container. The slots form storage 

compartments for the cheque cards in which the cheque cards can be stored spaced 

apart from one another in the manner of a stack. 

The aim of the invention is to construct the device in such a manner that any desired 

cheque card can be removed from the container without difficulty and that manu­

facture and assembly are simple and economical. 

That aim is achieved according to the invention by the features of claim 1. In the 

container according to the invention there are pivotably mounted rockers which can 

be caused to pivot from an outside face of the container and, on being pivoted, press -

with a rocker arm against a rear edge qf a cheque card that has been inserted into a 

slot and push that cheque card forwards out of the container until it projects beyond 

the front face of the container and beyond the other inserted cheque cards, so that it 

can easily be grasped and withdrawn from the container. The rockers, which are 

preferably in the form of a plastics injection-moulded component, are joined to one 

another integrally so as to be movable relative to one another. In its simplest form. 

therefore, the device consists merely of two parts, namely the container having the 

slots and the rockers integral with one another and located pivotably in the container. 
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Pref.erably the rockers are arranged to pivot by way of push rods which engage a 

second rocker arm and extend as far as the front face of the container. At the front 

face of the container the push rods can be constructed in the form of push buttons 

that project beyond the front face of the container, which push buttons, by being 

pushed into the container, cause the rocker to pivot and thus push the cheque card 

in question out of the container. The push rods are joined to the second rocker arm 

pivotably and integrally by way of a strip hinge. The strip hinge is a short, approxi­

mately linear portion which forms a pivot joint joining the push rod integrally with the 

rocker. In this way the push rods are integral with the rockers and the latter are 

integral with one another and therefore they form a single component produced 

especially from plastics by injection-moulding. In addition to allowing the rapid 

production of all the rockers and push rods together in a single operation, this has 

the advantage that the connected rockers with the push rods can be pivotably 

mounted in the container in a single mounting step. 

For the purposes of pivotal mounting·; in an embodiment of the invention the rockers 

have trunnions which are located in recesses that are open to a rear face of the 

container. Those recesses are closed by the attachment of a container rear wall so 

that the trunnions are pivotably mounted in the container. 

Preferably the rockers or the push rods have integral spring elements, for example in 

the form of injection-moulded resilient spring tongues. which engage a counter­

surface of the container or the container rear wall and press the rockers into their 
rest position. 

In order that the push rods can be actuated individually without difficulty, without an 

adjacent push rod being displaced unintentionally at the same time, the push rods 

are arranged at the sides of the slots and on alternate sides of the container. As a 

result, on the f rant face of the container, where they are actuated by being pressed 

in, they are spaced two slots apart from one another. 

For the purpose of holding the inserted cheque cards in the container, clamping 

elements are provided in the slots. The clamping elements are preferably 

constructed in the form of clips integral with the rear wall of the container and 

projecting into the slots . 
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In an embodiment of the invention the container has connection means with which 

the container can be releasably connected to a further container to form a stack. As 

a result, it is possible to combine any number of containers in order to provide space 

for any desired number of cheque cards. It is also possible to use the connection 

means for the releasable mounting of the container on a corresponding holding 

device provided, for example, in the glove compartment of a motor vehicle. The 

container can thus be mounted in the motor vehicle and can.be removed at any time 

in order that the cheque cards do not have to be left behind in the motor vehicle. 

The connection means are preferably constructed in the form of snap connection 

means. They can be pushed releasably onto the container so that they can be 

attached to the container when required. 

The invention will be described in greater detail below with reference to an 

embodiment shown in the drawing: 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure3 

shows a perspective exploded view of a device according to the 

invention; 

shows a perspective view of the assembled device from Figure 1 with 

portions cut away; and 

shows a perspective view of two devices according to Figure 1 

releasably connected to one another to form a stack. 

The device 8 according to the invention shown in Figures 1 and 2 has a container 1 O 

for storing cheque cards, credit cards or the like. The container 10 is a plastics 

injection-moulded component having a low rectangular cross-section. It is divided 

into three slots 14 by two partitions 12 integral with the container 10. The slots 14, 

which serve as storage compartments for the cheque cards, are open at a front face 

16 of the container 10 for the insertion of cheque cards (not shown). On the 

partitions 12 and on the inner face of a container top face 17 and of a container base 

18 there are integrally injection-moulded slide ribs 19 which extend in the longitudinal 

direction. The slide ribs are so arranged that an inserted cheque card rests on the 

slide ribs 18 outside the area of its magnetic strip, memory chip or the like, in order 

that damage to the magnetic strip, chip card or the like when the cheque card is 

being pushed into or removed from the container 1 O is avoided. 
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A rear face 20 of the container 10 is open. Through the open rear face 20, three 
rockers 22 at the rear face are inserted into the container 10. The rockers 22 have 
trunnions 24 projecting from each side which are located in complementarily shaped 
recesses 26 open to the rear end face 20 of the container 10 in the lateral region of 
the partitions 12 and of the container top face 17 and of the container base 18. 
Those recesses 26 are closed by a container rear wall 28 which is mounted on the 
open rear end face 20 of the container 10 and closes that face. In that way, the 
rockers 22 are pivotably mounted in the recesses 26. The rockers 22 are arranged 
in the rear region of the slots 14 transverse to the insertion direction of the cheque 
cards. The container rear wall 28 is affixed to the container 10 by lateral locking lugs 
30 which engage in openings 32 in the side walls 34 of the container 10. The 
container rear wall 28 is a plastics injection-moulded component. 

The rockers 22 are mounted alternately on different sides of the container 10. They 
are joined integrally to one another by resilient connectors 36 so as to be movable 
relative to one another. The connectors 36 each extend in a curving path from one 
trunnion 24 of a rocker 22 to a rocker arm 37, facing the trunnion 24, of an adjacent 
rocker 22, which rocker arm 37 ends approximately in the centre of the slot 14 in 
question. 

Push rods 38 are joined to a second rocker arm 39 pivotably and integrally with the 
rockers 22 by way of a strip hinge 40. The strip hinge 40 is a thin linear portion 
extending parallel to the trunnions 24, which, on account of its resilience, joins the 
push rods 38 pivotably and integrally with the second ends of the rocker arms 39. 

The push rods 38 extend at the sides of the slots 14 to the front face 16 of the 
container 10, where they are formed integrally as push buttons 42 that project out of 
the front face 16 of the container 10. By pushing the push rods 38 into the container 
10 at the push buttons 42, that is to say in the direction towards the container rear 
wall 28, the rockers 22 can be caused to pivot individually. On so doing, the rocker 
arms 37 on the side of the trunnions 24 remote from the push rods 38 pivot in the 
direction towards the front face 16 of the container 10. In the central region, those 
rocker arms 37 press against a rear edge of a cheque card inse_rted into the slot 14 
in question and push that cheque card out of the front face 16 of the container 1 O 
until it can easily be grasped and removed. 
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The three rockers 22 are integral with one another by way of the connectors 36 and 

integral with their respective push rods 38 by way of the strip hinges 40. The three 

push rods 38 and the three rockers 22 are therefore produced integrally from plastics 

as an injection-moulded component. They can be moulded in the U-shape shown, in 

which the push rods 38 form the arms and the rockers 22 form the cross-piece of the 

U. Preferably they are moulded in the form of an elongated component in which the 

push rods 38 form a continuation of the rockers 22 on both sides in an approximately 

straight line. Prior to mounting, the push rods 38 are pivoted about the strip hinges 

90 through about 90° into the U-position shown, and the component forming the 

rockers 22 and the push rods 38 is in~erted into the container 10 through the open 

rear face 20. Then the container rear wall 28 is pushed onto the rear end face 20 of 

the container 10 until the locking lugs 30 lock into place. The rear face 20 of the 

container 10 is thereby closed and the trunnions 24 are held pivotably in the 

recesses 26 of the container 10. 

Resilient spring tongues 44 are injection-moulded integrally with the second rocker 

arms 39 having the strip hinge 40. Those tongues are in contact with counter­

surfaces 46 of the container rear wall 48 and press the rockers 22 into a rest position 

in which a cheque card can be pushed into the container 10 to lie fully within the 

latter. The spring tongues 44 at the same time press, by way of the strip hinge 40, 

the push rods 38 in the direction of the front face 16 of the container 10, so that the 

push buttons 42 thereof project out of the front face 16. The pressing in of the push 

rods 38 and the pivoting. of the rockers 22 in order to push the cheque cards out of 

the container 10 therefore take place against the spring force of the spring tongues 

44. 

For the purpose of holding the cheque cards that have been inserted into the slots 

14 in the container 10, the container 1 O has clip·s 66. The clips consist of pairs of 

spring tongues 67 which are integral with the container rear wall 28. The clips 66 

project into a rear region of the slots 14. On being pushed in, a cheque card passes 

between the spring tongues 67 of the clips 66 which press against an upper and a 

lower face of the cheque card and clamp the cheque card between them. 

In the longitudinal direction, a connection means 46 produced in the form of a . 

plastics injection-moulded component is pushed onto the container 10. The 
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co.nnection means is constructed in the form of a rectangular band resting on the 

container 10 in the manner of a revenue band. It has on inner sides of its side walls 

48 two slide springs 50 extending in the longitudinal direction which are guided in 

longitudinal grooves 52 in the side walls 34 of the container 10. Because the 

connection means 46 is guided longitudinally on the container 1 O with the slide 

springs 50 engaging in the longitudinal grooves 52, it is not necessary for the 

connection means 46 to surround the container 1 O completely. It could also be 

constructed in the form of a clip open at the container top face 17 or the 'container 

base 18. 

The longitudinal grooves 52 in the side walls 34 of the container 10 are interrupted 

by cross-ribs 54 which form a stop for the slide springs 50 of the connection means 

46. By pushing the connection means 46 from the rear face 16 onto the container 

1 O until it strikes the cross-ribs 54, the connection means 46 is positioned approxi­

mately in the centre of the contain~r 10. In that position, snap lugs 56 on the inner 

sides of the side walls 48 of the connection means 46 engage in depressions 58 in 

the longitudinal grooves 52 of the side walls 34 of the container 10 and thereby fix 

the connection means 46 releasably in the intended position in the centre of the 

container 10. 

Towards the top or towards the bottom, depending upon the position in which the 

connection means 46 is pushed onto the container 10, two resilient tongues 60 

project on each side of the connection means 46. The spring tongues 60 have snap 

lugs 62 on their free ends. 

At the bottom or at the top, respectively, the connection means 46 has on each of its 

sides two snap recesses 64 complementary to the spring tongues 60 having the 

snap lugs 62, which recesses are provided for snapping in the snap lugs 62 of the 

spring tongues 60 of a further connection means 46. In this way it is possible for any 

number of containers 10 to be releasably connected together to form a stack 

(Figure 3). Furthermore, the containers 10 can be mounted releasably on a holding 

device (not shown). for example in the glove compartment of a motor vehicle, having 

snap recesses corresponding to the snap recesses 64. 
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Patent claims 

1. Device for storing a plurality of cheque. cards or the like, having a container 

having slots for the insertion of the cheque cards through a front face of the 

container, characterised in that in the container (10) there are pivotably mounted 

. rockers (22), one rocker arm (37) of which, on being pivoted, presses against a rear 

edge of a cheque card inserted into the container (10) and _pushes the cheque card 

out of the container ( 10) so that it projects from the front face ( 16), and the rockers 

(22) are joined to one another integrally so as to be movable relative to one another. 

2. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that it has push rods (38) which 

are joined to a second rocker arm (39) pivotably and integrally by way of a strip 

hinge ( 40) a11d which extend as far as the front face (16) of the container (10). 

3. Device according to claim 1. characterised in that the rockers (22) have 

trunnions (24) pivotably mounted in recesses (26) at a rear face (20) of the container 

(10), which recesses are closed by a container rear wall (28) mounted on the rear 

face (20) of the container (10). 

4. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the rockers (22) or the push 

rods (38) have integral spring elements (44) which press them into a rest position. 

5. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the push rods (38) are 

arranged at alternate sides of the container (10). 

6. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the container (10) has 

clamping elements (66) which hold cheque cards inserted into the slots (14) of the 

container (10). 
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7. Device according to claim 6, characterised in that the clamping elements are 

clips (66) integral with a container rear wall (28), which clips project into the slots 

(14) for the insertion of the cheque cards, the container rear wall (28) being mounted 

on the rear face (20) of the container (10). 

8. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the container (10) has 

connection means (46) with which it can be releasably connected, forming a stack, 

to a further cont~iner (10) or to a holding device. 

9. Device according to claim 8, characterised in that the connection means (46) is 

a snap connection means. 

10. Device according to claim 8, characterised in that the connection means (46) is 

arranged to be pushed onto the container (10). 
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