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1 SYSTEM AND METHOD TO PREVENT THE TAKI NG CF
PHOTOGRAPHS | N SECURE AREAS 5 FI ELD OF | NVENTI ON
Enbodi nents of the present invention provide a system
and nethod to prevent the taking of photographs when
an individual visits an area where the taking of
phot ogr aphs is prohibited. 10 BACKGROUND Mobil e

el ectroni ¢ devi ces have bedome an i ndi spensabl e too
for individuals all over the world. Today's nDblle

el egi OB'T Eﬂ*f‘l*l-ié AR
e R e aaad STHELEr o

Unfortunately, over the | ast few years securlty has
al so becone a major concern. Mre and nore
organi zati ons are designating specific internal areas

FIEWROQRINVENTION of caneras of any type is strictly
EmBSARLRELR Qhe ﬁé%@nﬁh@@rﬁ.oﬂ%ob.ﬂ& la%ten# Qhd Sy FO pl%gent the

research f ties, governnent facilities,
taking cqf| P*@@t@@rapaﬁmh@ @Bnﬁldé&fé@' dﬁSltSsﬁ&oﬁrGﬁBWh%f?ctheSwmg of

phofgPatshe!i€ Bribiitelinat bot h visitors and enpl oyees check
in at, for exanple, a guard house |ocated at an

entrance to the facility. During the check-in
process, any device that includes a capability to

[,ctures nmust be surrendered to the guards, who
BAéﬁﬂéﬁFﬂbﬁﬁrequired to account for the device, and
Mob’letel&dnrointc devidet havd Sebd)rgbtafnuhd@w&ébhﬂeﬂ feXintividgatshet over

aci,li This system .while wo suffers from
tne W80y o}okay S Sl Sk Bakird Sl Mg, e epl s, sun
as mléﬁhonet hmcﬂmaht;e iateeet bbesssare bwiteihl earheraysand hemnbvable
me@@@lle device. For business travelers, as well as

enpl oyees, this restriction can be a najor 30
i nconveni ence. Not only do the individuals have no

Unf%ﬁ%%éyt o I?ﬁe a‘q%p 'fé\/e? ty%Ql%r@eJuﬂgl hééqglsg 'ﬁe@&%@s‘a ﬂ'fa or concern.

one ¢C so unable'to
Mora@yldcra@r@ erganizationsrare lﬁl@saéeﬁn&sp@d@hnf@m@ BERAS where the use

of cBMBRR & arki {65 is &Gy prohibited. Such areas may include, for example,
research facilities, government facilities, military facilities, sports complexes or
stadiums, etc. Such areas require that both visitors and employees check in at, for
example, a guard house located at an entrance to the facility. During the check-in
process, any device that includes a capability to take pictures must be surrendered
to the guards, who are then required fo account for the device, and return it to its

rightful owner upon exiting the facility.

This system, while workable, suffers from several problems. First, while the
individual is within the secure area, they are unable to use their mobile device. For
business traveiers, as well as for employees, this resfriction can be a major
inconvenience. Not only do the individuals have no access to the mobile phone for
the purposes of making phone calls, they are also unable to acceés any data stored

on the device, such as phone numbers, files, etc.
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2 Additionally, the system described above entails a

significant burden placed on security personnel to

receive the devices, provide a suitable receipt to

the individual, store the devices in a secure place,

and return the devices to the individual when they

exit the area. While sone |ocations use mniature

| ockers for the storage of 25 such devices, this is

10 n S
Adcﬂgoéna@/d t?\B dé ! errt1 rcPes%ﬂaeod1 XHJS\Pe Eﬁ{altgﬁ%gidaﬁrﬁﬁéntsgb dteﬂbﬁaced on
secu@smemonnel tacecrive thegleviges) r_argtndk @yssiitalde aediptyto dyas indivisiual,
stor@sth?%%gfble?%j a%%yj?e ﬂl‘aéﬁ ér{bd}é't thg delic é‘rt@% lndmdua when

oyees to ignore e regulation an % suc

thesdéw @&aﬁem oWhie seesulosatigneaiseppiratine lpﬁ@"é orjfpe storage of
such %V\ébg UdlsSis RRY angptibidl e8LESGD Qécﬁealkbﬁg mRisEEHI 68 isshi8& and

security awareness denonstrated by such
ret”&&?‘i‘ of'8 issye gfso| grisgp “@Péﬁ%P%Wﬁquﬁ‘&fﬁébéb@Nét ors of
the facility. One proposed sol ution to this problem
was di scussed in United States Patent . 6,801, 642,
Sequely RYgtesF A RITEPeE aboyRalso indines Yd%\“f"“éalg RMPIgyees to ignore
the eragulbinﬁﬂl ant/Bsrhashi@nslich Metfear intd thef 8&clrk Narkh ngEVen |f these
qn of Visual I nfor ion"

t ora or Tran SSI
ndvigiE HorBent EREO o TGHING RIGHERT L LF¥gs Ry awareness
denigransieditlyessh taotmm:nt Istilll ot dreaf somgerntiv dms bpzrators of the facility.
capability of portable devices. This system suffers
from several drawbacks. First, it is very conplex
Onapobpesgk eslutien tm thisrpl'cmtmfntwaSSﬁsmed iin Unitey iStess matent No.
6. 8GFORRILAEN dPORRE Y 8088 (BHBa] et 1125 @ hfifed Mudifibd and
ne r ng

cOnnéc to sSone sot transmt

- Appsoates fyrplemitingebtasageorr dranisgrisgion Pless»aamﬁD@nattone The ‘642

pate?h\f %B@g%x ‘F!?g?{iv é&ﬁ;ﬁld&{bd ¢ fem Qﬂ@%r%%ﬁé}’s t§kbhtrd] ‘ﬂ’ie WRIJS tRhsfer

cane as no conmuni cat1 ons

cap@iyb*amf |pptt9ble ceviges| ThErrerDsige framgvavatal dryaapksre Rirst, it
is véﬂ EdMo18% bindl fexpeRMivd &MMANSHEAL ”@é&ﬁﬁ@ aPtbeldeLRo k2:%;3abihty to

dévi sed to overcone one or nore of the probl ens cited
obsgigyan imaERrRINe @RYcEsieBt a?nrmt?dpiioe%ﬁ‘@ POy Sthtrpedpork, or

tranﬂﬁﬁﬂhgi esma t?;yébﬁ@]ebﬁ%rﬂé Al FbeekakpiBgtnef sysBPn described in
aphs i n unaut oriz re S.
the YO AR v BTy BOTES SRR RS 8 ey PB OBy ications
capébilifyaki ng phot ographs, the container being made of a
material that prevents the device fromcapturing a

cl ear photographic image and allows a user to
it would therefore be a great improvement in the art if a system and/or method could

be devised to overcome one or more of the problems cited above.

SUMMARY
One aspect of the present invention provides a system to prevent the taking of

photographs in unauthorized areas. The system includes a container for receiving a

. device capable of taking photographs, the container being made of a material that

prevents the device from capturing a clear photographic image and aliows a user to

access other features of the device while the device is inside the container; and
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access ot her features of the device while the device
is inside the container; and 3 neans for sealing the
cont ai ner such that an attenpt to renove the device
fromthe container |eaves visible evidence. In sone
enbodi nents, the container may be a zip-1lock type

pl astic bag, and the 5 neans for sealing nay be a
tanper -resistant zi pper and a security Iabel | ocat ed

r oxi nat e e z I f' t
me Bl PRy lBE ouRle! ab iy Pefef SREmBr Y Bt BeheBovi fom the
conddinagrisries veribodvidentss, the neans for sealing may
i nclude a thernmal sealing 10 device. In other
enbodi nents, the container may be a plastic bag; and
In gome aebadinfents, thegohiaparapapbe# Eipdsthhlypeddasts bag, and the
meélLs' g %f{e ‘S‘r{a?ﬁl&?h faﬂ’:ﬁé??e%!w ﬁpﬁér‘ 84 C%Fﬁdlaﬁgl located

u at nmoving t | ong t
proz@@f@teethem@er in a eloged é@fﬂﬁ%’ﬁattﬂ”oﬁ'@sselcwéty tb%tzﬁl pwcwmfha visible
eviPedrity seal attached across the cable adjacent the

slider, the security seal providing the visible
evi dence. In some enbodi nents, the plastic bag nay be

In AHcReRE dnidilaask! YhePRlawas Myt 884ing( kklPRRdlude a thermal sealing
hi gh-density polyethylene (HDPE), and ot her types of

devigeastic. The device 20 may be a camera, a cellul ar
t el ephone capable of taking pictures, a personal

I
in SherooherPENS 1S pellind, 71 s B BSfi, £plia 879 amapens for
sealife map @el anfietiple oablet sidingly sttachbd davittehisag) sieslider coupled to the
cabfe’ uec?ﬁst%ﬂ I%?VIL% \%‘%1 Fl?deﬁj %de%\e/th% ?cgbfa‘r]n %[é{g{ & C%BI?Z:@%%E ’th%f bag,

presen
andtdneectlaity segal aﬁthcmmaor@sarﬂh\s cahﬂe @@liaspﬁet heedider, ttiee security seal

proﬂ?hg%wgi ludigLhe steps of: receiving a device

ble o taking phot ographs froma user; inserting
the device into a container, the contalner bei ng

in £B?#@ érﬁ@éﬂuﬁeﬁ@t Shé %Ia§tl&abaﬁrrﬁ‘é§%§ ihB& ﬂﬁ\)’d&%lt)f rp%ﬂ]‘eﬁ\?lene

turln |'ear phot o g}lcumeand al | ows
(LLQ% é'éSQO'V%ihﬂ?’H'éf 'P% @nd otheltypaseofglastice WFF [dgvice

may B& ad%\’ﬂé?& 4 %el%d’@r' tdRphbSe EQRHLM Bﬁfakln‘éetﬁéthrréﬁ b Rersonal digital

cont ai ner such t hat
assistant, or a music player

In some embodiments, the System may further include a small 'opening in the

container to allow the use of accessories for the device.

An alternafe aspect of the present invention provides a method to prevent the taking
of photographs in secure areas, the method including the steps of: receiving a
device capable of taking photographs from a user; inserting the device into a
container, the container being made from a material that prevents the device from
capturing a clear photographic image and allows a user to access to other features
of the device while the device is inside the container; sealing the container such that
an attempt to remove the device from the container leaves visible evidence; and

returning the sealed container to the user.
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an attenpt to renove the device fromthe container

| eaves visible evidence; and returning the seal ed
container to the user. 4 |In sonme enbodi nents of the
met hod, the flexible container may be a zip-lock type
pl astic bag, the nmeans for sealing the container may
further include a tanper- resistant zipper, and the
step of sealing the contaider may include closing the

in SHrEgoodign@R r ifeindy e Skblrar AU RENSE o & dgiiosk ee
plastici lgncee earen fal semlingttee ertntalneremay fulteersinefudefa tamper-

re5|§r%gl %@&?F Qﬁde &%@Agg%fEempltﬁé‘Bﬁgﬂe{ @g{/o u@eéa iés‘?rg;! h%gz'pper
andca.mxlsdmmersamytyflabelImpxnmata:thﬁdepm@amm@ecalr@nlabel rapding the
hgigQai ner to acconmpdate an accessory for the 10
evice. In sone enbodi nents, the nethod may further

i nclude the steps of allomnng the wuser to enter the

In afSHeFfRt@ERBoMINIdNt [RE s%éﬁ&feﬁaﬁr%‘ﬂ@ OPfaindrGh8) Wel@elthSmally
sealed container fromthe user; visually insp ectln%cher

seafingk theegprtaneonAdidHiePaio the |S%0%Peai'99ttawtwr may
incl§deIRSVIRG 4 SBR GhPIn W& coipbinef RflacdbRsRaddi® GntdRessory for the
container; and returning the device to the user. In
devigPher enbodi nents, the cont ai ner may be a plastic
bag; and the seallng step includes providing a

xi bl e cabl e Iy at hed to e bhag, . .
In sMERTOEER o mete fae bEer i 15, ik of gliowins the
usesltd dmteratrmgectme areb| with ntha ddalest cdsntemeti atevingsté® sealed
con{ak}b rglg?a J%%eH?erse\? é’ 4I|§3é|8§§§§tlﬂgt@§ aq?iccroggsner For signs of
tamperng; df mg sipes \of staimperiey iade nistectBR| EScBHERYCRNE ToaHiIreF, and

reﬂﬁ*ﬁ% g@ﬁ lélf.5;"[bodiments of the invention wll be
etter understoo nd readily apparent to one of
ordinary skill in the art fromthe followng witten

In o@?e?cémﬂédlﬁgntsb%é“@ﬁn@fne?%ﬁé?bg a E%\%\% %&dahcﬂ the seahni; step

- conjunction wt ure

inclydes yeyigings ﬁewlﬁﬁameewdﬁfg%ﬁ%acé'ﬁﬁd@ Iﬂﬁﬁahﬁg A sligeswopplpd to
the E&bIBTB¥E MattrR&vih g kid Slider along the cable in a first direction closes the

bag, and a security seal attached across the cable adjacent the slider, the security

vis

seal providing the visible-evidence. |

~ BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention will be better understood and readily apparent to one
of ordinary skill in the art from the following written description, by way of example

only, and in conjunction with the drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 illustrates a plan view of one embodiment of a system to prevent the taking

of photographs according to the present invention;

Figure 2 illustrates a plan view of the system of Figure 1 including a device capable

of taking photographs;
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of photographs according to the present invention;
Figure 2 illustrates a plan view of the system of
Figure 1 including a device capable of taking
phot ographs; 5 Figure 3 illustrates a close-up plan
vi ew of a photograph taken using the system of
Figures 1 and 2; 5 Figures 4a and 4b illustrate a
pl an view of an alternate énbodi nent of a systemto
prevent the taking of photographs according to the
present invention; and Figure 5 illustrates a flow
Figuiedd tlustfaten @ aedzodh pientviesd ohambbhgdaptotaperueing thdreystem of
: [ f photographs in secure areas using the
Hg@%%ﬂgﬁgzgf Figures 1-4. 10 DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON
Figure 1 illustrates one enbodi nrent of a system 100
Figﬁrléghaaérlcpxﬁ illﬁstﬁ’&ésaoﬂaﬁ Qrié%\'%faén agém feeé’rﬁﬁéfﬁgﬁ(eﬁt <5fh§ system to
taking of pictures is restricted or prohibited,
prevent Hrutekinavaf Rjotograprhe eceerding te dmmprgsertinengoradces
capabl e of taking pictures. Figure 2 illustrates a
~plan view of the system 100 including a device .
Figuapaibysirases @ ARV §apR6P LR PEIPRSIM A Pha PR e (et the taking
of phb@dFfshs In 886Lre arddiusisthersydidmsi aiFigipas1-a. cont ai ner
102 having 20 an opening 103 that is |arge enough to
receive a device 106 that is capable of taking
phot ographs. In this enbodi nent, the system 100
L el ud 4 for sealing the opening 103, as
DEtgﬁFEh§éﬁggﬁ§ﬁfé§ for ensuring that, once seal ed, any
attenpt to open the container 102 and renove the
. devjce 106 can b t ed. ' t
oot (FEi%s 8% AP g i pisterh B S LA RS Phpn ] Brter
aregomthieon thd 0aklfg aff pitieresoist @stristedl OR praehilgiteowwithout having to
. i e , e i o
surEhfeh friinulfifonk Aol Qb Bl WIS, ol 2 lusrates o
plarpegew of thepgustem 11 9P éncllging @ devige capatdaef taking pbeivosanher
- 102 to be closed. In sone enbodi nents, the zipper
can, provide a 30 strong seal that resists )
With sefpancado Fiawees 1 pael 4 e sestemdB@snelugesacpntaligr (102 having
an S¥BhiIrRY 1E&REt & GarBEldholidietcSRBERE aRRNIdeOMeaRa s cpddl@bt taking
using the zipper results in visually )
photographs. In this embodiment, the system 100 inCludes means 104 for sealing
the opening 103, as well as means 108 for ensuring that, once sealed, any attempt
to open the container 102 and remove the device 106 can be detected. In some
embodiments, the container 102 may be a flexible plastic container. A portion 110
of the container 102 is shown in Figure 3. This will be discussed in more detail

below.

In this embodiment, the sealing means 104 can be a “zipper” type device that allows

the container 102 to be closed. In some embodiments, the zipper can provide a

strong seal that resists tampering, such that the seal does not pull apart. Any
attempt to pull the sealed portion apart without using the zipper results in visually
apparent damage to the container 102. Once the device 106 is secured in the
container 102, the zipper 104 can be used to seal the container 102. In this

embodiment, the means 108 to ensure that unauthorized attempts fo open thé
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apparent damage to the container 102. Once the device
106 is secured in the container 102, the zi pper 104
can be used to seal the container 102. In this _
enbodi nent, the neans 108 to ensure that unauthorized
attenpts to open the 6 container 102 can be
detected, nay.be an adhesi ve backed sticker placed
proxinate the zi pper once ﬁhe cont ai ner 102 has been

h dev 1 id
confif G Rt TBneeee Bandet Vi bl IRy, iy placee
progitria&e tt@dzmner dgrive the rapatairer 1m21adq>are$ﬂaied)wtthéhe r:ipwee 106
ms:&g 4ir{ &%}ﬁe ghtb%ﬁmerﬁé) Jn%g%(lg EHSSW% b&é&%ﬁ s%glﬁer 1 ]5% aﬁ%ﬂed to
€ ear vI sual
the pgntgwuﬁ P2 pdjpeenidn rtfeet ziphe 104 lagy edemat Wderrme tfir%\stlcker 108,
ahall@gézﬁ Ol F)l:bwdgédéj Pﬂ@bal?@f@:l‘&{c@fo JEARHY e O?rF]el that

VI Sua UnCtI onal 1 nspection o
the geipire" 108 haw beiet ETRATES MthaAPIBRGRIGEEHENENSaR8IS. SUch a5 a

v.sdaahﬁayor fRLSHE MsBEctANt U 88vicd TosRIRtaTHeS | lfraapbﬁotographs
smal |l gap 103a in the opening 103 (Figure 2) nmay

wersrtamru‘;aast then) Q%W@% tnosefee exotimenis A é@'aitﬂamo@% in
the lb‘bbﬁﬂg four (FRtRER) @naydbd piéksddd @eallaﬂad&%br & abthRs!thk @evice

t he de ce 106 is ec
1081496, ARt SPGB e BRAeEt o M e IR OPe Hevig 106 is

secfe@de e tditERéi102. 1S shown in Figures 4a and 4b. In
this enbodi nent, the system 200 includes a flexible
contai ner 15 202 having an opening 203 that is |arge

An eltengte embbdiowint eftdeystern 200 HHahé hatsens imagndibh és ahown in

Flg@rgg Ia%gﬁib}%t 99 gl'ﬁg %ﬁ%oh@@%‘n the %pggﬁ'u i@qéclgaa% eﬁ%ﬁ% cfoﬂ{alner

202shaviiey aQ@@sanlagdZO@ ﬂaetusr iatge secalghztoaecqeme tthee device 106 that is

capgﬂgogﬂ P-b ?Iﬂﬂiﬁ@abg%':' IQU{h o&%rﬁchhet Hgaﬁétﬁ res%é?if]ig the

attac portion o
onsomlt%%man ingade acablet294, %ISIIQ%QOQO@ @)@%CFLE'@/ sepl 238
cable 204 such that noving the slider 206 towards
the container 202 bunches up the top portion of th

in the phasisperthowvs 1 DigereshdA @rdtdR iBe cable 3P MAYokk Shdmgly

attabh&d %B'ﬁﬁ)@ho%qg the Ebl‘ﬁafn%ﬁ goR t\b/ltrﬁﬁ@s]ta@rgzmodpt&ﬂobﬁe cable
attached across or around the cable 204

20451 ¢hdbetanpying §rg A0 goﬁﬁgwéré'élth%entﬂveh%& %’g"?ﬁ?@ up the top
porwcjlﬁtbbﬁha%ntam@m tb bos25the adhedine r2020hd tﬂbawfée@pemmg 203.
clear., vl s

rneCh Sl Shs e VRASE HBrEELA i S RERY Bl LB
thatumderatteaqd to hainovbenhe alalab 208 bymmpving the cable 204 to open the
container 202, provides a clear visual reference to security personnel that the
container 202 has been tampered with. It is understood that the cable 202 may be
any type of line, string, metallic cable, etc. capable of sealing the container 202 such

that attempts to tamper with the container 202 may be detected.

Other devices and methods for sealing the container 102 may also be used. By way

of example and not limitation, the container 102 may be sealed using a thermal

_sealer (not shown) that melis both sides of the opening 103 together. In this

embodiment, a tag, such as a numbered security seal, may be placed on the

container 102 to prevent a user from swapping contfainers. In order to remove the
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‘any type of line, string, netallic cable, etc.
capabl e of sealing the container 202 such that
attenpts to tanper with the contai ner 202 nay be
detected. 30 Ot her devices and nmethods for sealing
the container 102 may al so be used. By way of
exanple and not |[imtation, the container 102 nay be
seal ed using a thermal sedler (not shown) that nelts

bot es t he . openin et her. S :
deviR 08 Hisrontingra 2 B SetOVntinar B apied), T8 Tuakgp 1t easy
for amunmep@tamml to nietdm@inecié tHeacareaindi0202 bap besre timpered aith in
swappi ng containers. In order to renove the 7

aYY&i ce 106, the container 102 can be destroyed, e.g.

by ripping. This makes it easy for security

in o%greﬁﬁwb?n tl%eﬁ&fﬂb%%nfalnérq% Cc%‘ﬁtt?é Qﬂ) %lg% arﬁa@fﬁem by

h I N any way. n one e
wayf p‘éxekbmelec@m aioh dimitapon, clmab@\ﬂadmsaxtnoweﬁd@nﬁdébDPE) high-

denglgypﬁﬂ dyekBWIen‘QB()‘ID‘F”fE e&?ﬂrmhegr t?ﬁ& cﬂ%ﬁas ik gﬁﬁa@té B8Pusd inNfafic bags.

ensity | yéthyl e i gh- density
C}ﬁ@ﬁryt@tnﬁ”?‘}’%ﬁéh% H{fjp‘@ Of Rintyres fag p B(ég‘ladfmgpragr{afrq: features that

obssitet a8, bPbtHeRRisk hiddkambi sictRIGking! chpAbMES of Be device 108,
Wh!Erevent t he taking of pictures, the plastic

rfé@r%'@]"’é[tgea fuest Eﬂ’ @%"etsﬁé%therofb‘g%tfﬂné OfSP%l?&V'CGrW% through the
congif@ r1eRs $|@Jf@@<%§ti‘%ﬁé& é_tclwl’s@ dplawa\pg:f @agur bt e @bnfalier 102
of B r irclarire gen el i rilregs Tweaidh o 10h I RHEERS sueh
featQasst abardn 10Rcarfringlutie adpiutalitysdfifiat epague anmmﬂtfm\Nscatter
the Ao iSind: 3 dep b, FRE AT Al et dhthiir 102 may be
madsd frorstaramptrmglfssupdmuefraateuabmat Srattersothellipt elatarmmallemheof the

|1ar ), i . j .

dev{%ﬁgn q%r g)mlé é,Hfélrlcldeg& gﬁ%? ﬁSéJreto %10%&! gﬁellf'e%tn%ggbf felidvile 106.
Simfiariye timeacentginet hed owyt m@de o adranbearest matésial inoorparating
the (ﬁﬂé' ?thl.lé( ggﬁé’rﬂgem tl?ré %dér&%ﬁd Stﬁé’ctéo%b?nét*bﬁsldf Mterlals and

ente ens o devi ce 0,
pattamsmiaﬁgalsae baseped doa@t%@ﬁf dhﬁeﬂe‘fl@%utmi?eé’r%m tah@g usable
phoggyé 106. Sinmilarly, the container 106 may be made
froma transparent material incorporating the fine
opaque patterns 112. It is understood that

In o@)@mabm af i sysidmaraber 260, ShakEntapRi 62, NC Ay VeSesiRY to the

A L N = R L T
statioh &t @a rRihahmer toD2acu?dfacigy Higure SSilledrated drldemethod, designated
generally with reference numeral 300, to prevent the taking of photographs in secure
areas using the systems 100, 200. The first step is that a guard or other individual
protecting the secure area receives a device 106 capable of taking photographs from a
user who desires entrance into the area, as shown with reference numeral 302. Security
personnel will then insert the device 108 into a. container 102, 202 made from a
material that both prevents the device 106 from capturing a clear photographic
image and allows a user to access to other features of the device 108, as shown
with reference numeral 304. Examples of such other features can include, but are
not limited to, ftelephone features, infernet features, any other type of

communications features, or other features of the device that do not involve the
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carrier of the device 106 when he decl ares ownership
of a canera phone at a guard station at an entrance
to a secure facility. Figure 5 illustrates one

nmet hod, designated 25 generally with reference
nunmeral 300, to prevent the taking of photographs in
secure areas using the systens 100, 200. The first
step is that a guard or ot Ber individual protecting

t h a_r.ecepves. a devi C bl
canbaliviG HHr T BB f P P S eef PR barice 202
usirignarny d)fmae aealing msashowsnussiet abogé eafsesfmwmwrﬂe reibreB02 numeral

r e n j [ rt.

o SFUTLR RNk 132180 S8 e 1 BN} Wernce
nurmelfraltSO@Oth prevents the device 106 from capturing a

cl ear photographic image and allows a user to access

to other features of the device 106, as shown wth
For exgreplesedisnyseschaboyesecaribpsrsesngmayirer! beiseptainer 102 using,
for é)%"f“d!’é &fe %?Ber’ 64 HELe aoiitiveddcRurit) Mbd: OB RS & Flgure 2 The

tel ephone features, internet features ot her
confgfner dg%'mﬁﬁ'l fRgtiopR &0 preyenirtae user oidhe @?VIF%A%K% frem tgl‘(lng ﬁeclear

plctQ@V 'F%ﬂiebé}a%e@.@nﬂéﬁfer LY @baendt Bfévgnt 6@ padpiflomt LysMngt!ﬁ@rK@atures
aphs personn I en sea

r urit e
ass %’Haﬁhel@?z"cezw %/ hESARERINEHY 81‘3 SPreeEay ’,“ﬁg’sﬁeféﬂﬁ% directly
accéhsﬁ@wamgdn@bay &nerg@'y FheMesstbledr iafthe e.?guge ngggslaih ash various
and return t sea t lne to the .
PR ey SR Sl RnPEE te REe I 06” 5 For

exanple as di scussed above, security personnel may

seal aj ner 0 . t .
o3 S WP AR T et ot 2Rl o PG Ferili neme, suon
as, Butgwt émBed fbheddltwmai siermery $totagelvardsf these items camalso be placed

in tﬁ% gé’rﬁg%ert “? Uesr ﬂf)r fohgea‘ﬂﬁi' C?h%qgatﬁ(eoﬂ?%%hrh@gtseatﬁgtneed io

Fowever e contal ner 2 _
prom@e@rﬁget lh@@[ﬁs etc.fip dhﬁ’ﬂ%Wﬂ@fﬂ”@t #ethe fséat Urdgddiongly, if the secure

fac;lﬁ? Afelrad #dt é("\rlts’&h ride %n‘%ﬁ)‘{/b@ Gsd nge Nﬁs@ of 9&HR BEferdtffiéation card,

prevent e user ‘fromdirec
the@c@é@%@aﬂgaisfe hwiawgd wﬁplnﬁ’e@rﬁpvaﬁﬁﬂm%@()%t torfaghar stregrgline the
accl@\ir6&s406, "such as various types of nenory storage
cards known to those of skill in the art. If the
secure facility also has rules concerning the

In obfidrizpeesd, Itwugﬁr iOthBe BlGHE fo dritdThe sSdledd ardd ca$y|nd3tihb sealed

BN A R TN ——

the 287ieflided fetlidis A LomM@nerT02S 2DRad wemirityayersdningd, tajethet ndth any
secgrﬁ?%agsq as shown with reference numeral 312. The security guard can then
visually inspect the container 102, 202 for signs of tampering, as shown with reference
numeral 314. If no signs of tampering are discovered, the security guard can then
unseal the container 102, 202, as shown with reference numeral 316, and return the

device to the user, as shown with reference numeral 318.

Embodiments of the systems and method of the present invention provide several
advantages over the prior art. First, there is no longer a need for security personnel to
account for devices capable of taking photographs, either by inventory or by providing a

secure storage space for the device while the useér is inside the secure facility. The



10

16

20

provi de storage | ockers, etc. to those working at the
site. Additionally, if the secure facility requires
that a visitor or enployee use sone type of access or
identification card, these cards can also be placed
within the container 102, 202 to further streaniine
the 20 access process. In optional steps, the user
is t hen allomed to enter tRe secured area carrying

[ 202 h ith ,
storpg] BB RTINS CH00° YR P D67 RGCERE B B cagnelmed wi

- nunteheuscatrotageaphits davicest uhdditicnbly, dentisarrstll had 2cce@B 2o ttloe device,

alloﬁgg utF\értnyfd? x%r%glréelt% s |IPg%ﬁ<QeJndNeEgv@q¥coé1ﬁ?.sﬁ%i l‘éfls on their

er ence nune
cangeT plna:rtey \nqbam covwrorniing they ssaualy of the dpséalfatiorheEfforts and time
| i ENGorads 2B b
SaV&PF}L 'reorcé%ggf %Qarr% P/SS é&nﬁe%o r{on@ﬁgns Olgaéaﬁple%q’]ﬁ%n ©
deveied tqwtbermuréﬂ activifies seehups thy cherling € &A9% hen unseal
the contai ner 102, 202, as shown with reference

numeral 316, and return the device to the user,
Theselgh 1% Hethed alsefREo AR PAPIONSS, a@d@ﬁﬁdaﬂﬁe'ﬁf%thsﬂewces

as thi\estiycah @bt to BE hesh @h thd BreRi %Gfﬂmobﬂbféﬁﬁmg)fhe rules. The
provi de several advantages,  over_ the prior

systpmr%qd methed Burther Hrgcqug%@ ep from diging dhe TERGHY QI?,ts ‘on the device.
Fmem rﬁm@rwgien{ énd mwbroﬁr@é Mgbﬁﬁ&:oﬁﬂﬁlﬁbbtﬁragé fbﬂktbm@)l items

th t
suc@e%&}eiﬂ%rﬁ y g Etisces ey nasaits Ble o RERERES fnf opaer.
inside the secure facility. The 9 storage facilities
t wiohe GRGRGBBARCR PPty BERE Dt AEMERYs JonBRnRnasor
modiadtidrisomsyl pe thde LﬂS’elheStpl'éSIenhamleahm‘Eils sloowtrhan the specific

emb%ﬁWlech?s wﬂ%dt%@gggmﬁhﬁﬁ tlfneo rsg‘ﬂr% cﬁj Eiothﬁt ihlé%nrtrlegﬁga% broadly

desglb@deTheAplteh@uterrmmmmﬁ gﬁen theraferes toche ¢angidgfediingll respects to
be :I'Iugﬁéﬂelaﬁmhingﬂresﬁﬁﬁl@t s and tine 5 saved in the process
I ssul ng keys for the nobile phone storage cabi net

can be devoted to other security activities such as
t he checking of bags. The system and net hod al so
encour age enpl oyees and visitors to declare the
devices, as they still can continue to use them on
the prem ses without breaking the rules. The 10
system and nethod further preclude a user from using
the nenory slots on the device. Finally, the system
and nmet hod provi de additional common storage for
control itens
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such as the nenory devices and a security pass wth
little inconvenience to the owner. It will be
appreci ated by a person skilled in the art that
nunmer ous variations and/or 15 nodifications may be
made to the present invention as shown in the
specific enbodinments wthout departing fromthe
spirit or scope of the invéftion as broadly

CL@wribed. The present enbodi nents are, therefore, to
e

considered in all respects to be illustrative and
not restrictive. 20 10 CLAIMS 1. A systemto prevent
the t 0 | &
ot ekt AR AERND & AR Sis 1 X BHER%e0 LR, the
devi c%fsééa‘p&bmﬂ%iﬁgtakl ng phot ographs, the container
COMPI | S o \ehrfuiffit! BF Fetloivinih BYRY AahSoibif 1816 Fotbdhs, the

capturing a ear phot ographic i hage an
us EPNEEes CoEYSiIsIghe rmatedal ihak Pisivesigi e ¢rvigec Bomneanturing a

S alicfbad UbeBrdphid Fﬁ%géearﬁﬁél%m%%h@érﬁ@faccéé@oﬂﬁ@ﬁfé‘éﬂr% of said
sealing said container such that an attenpt to renove

saldSV'C‘iG"rH%\??@éjef"l‘C@rﬁ ingide %?%ﬂtﬂ‘@?r Pedves visible

evi dencenea%s fdeoeHing baid cdntiha Jiich ,thaﬂwl @ttemﬁgb Gem(:alvse said
cont a,l n rrses a Z7zi t p asti c ag

5 UeRleE Eput el Griangr rves Yl SNfRcen aai d neans

for sealing conprises a tanper-resistant zipper and

%1 occtloiT T a0 Cran S Fo Fg Pl Sl BRS A abetk vee

sai d Mastlobdag evi dence. 20 4. The systemof clains 1

or 2, wherein said neans for sealing conprises a

thermal sealing device. 5. The systemof claim1,

her eThe sységrd of oleiras Ner 2c virprdin esid angrrssior sediing cormpdses a

25 sy hH] P AN h A7 dép%@'ah&% SRR 15681 13catd FSloRin®aé 8 ipper

slidi y attache
in a closed configuration, said security [abel providing said visibie
evidence.

4, The system of claims 1 or 2, wherein said means for sealing comprises a

thermal sealing device.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein:
said container comprises a plastic bag; and
said means for sea‘ling comprises a fiexible cable slidingly attached fo
said bag, a slider coupled to said cable such that moving the slider along the
cable in a first direction closes the bag, and a security seal attached across
said cable adjacent said slider, said security seal providing said visible

evidence.

6. The system of any one of claims 2 to 5, wherein said plastic bag
comprises Linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) or High-density
polyethylene (HDPE).
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said bag, a slider coupled to said cable such that
nmoving the slider along the cable in a first
direction closes the bag, and a security sea

attached across said cable adjacent said slider,
said security seal providing said visible evidence.
30 6. The system of any one of clains 2 to 5, wherein
said plastic bag conprisediLinear |owdensity

Fiobe] & PO cral ay b GRS salms Rt Heud BByiee = =

cl ai nsamedaeaejeﬁulataﬁetbp@ema cepat;le af shkimgrpctuaesc elpletdcamal digital
tel epggﬂsqg@;g@%%%sgfpléﬁgl ng pictures, a personal

digita ant, 'or’ a nusic player. 5 8. The
system of any one of the previous clains, further

onpr :
B o T T o e B e el e oy i 2 small
met hogPaninginagicheontdieer taidliny thg upmet asgeagsissfer the dayiee-
areas, the nethod conprising the steps of, 10

recei ving a device caFabI e of taking photographs from

8 usef; methedelor preyestatle &NNL &F iPRPEPIEPRNENINaPPReYe aeRs. the

cont ainBfodcYrisigNBe stepBREEri al that prevents the
device fromcapturin

. a cl ear photographic i nage and
al | ows &STrEnd 6‘%8%%@%3?'% Ogiaﬁg'lg W‘Qgilgﬂg%‘s? fem a disgn
devi ceI M“ddrt&gsgéid geNdeC into| & dﬁn&'ti]m, & dos@MeRi ddBfprising a
15 seal.i sai ont ai,ner such that an attempt to, . .
¢ ofeRieradnat cigverie e Poties HPE Gani Mo a Flepk R)agoraphic image
Vi sinkl sioey iadeae &5 acueds tebdihenfaatureabiisae¢ dbeck ebikt anidelevice

to.sai % useGL. %O r'_I'he met hod of claim9, wherein said

f1 &I"BI°€ €6 ?‘5\?{%‘? 'conprises a zip- 20 lock type

pl asti c sbaljng 44id chneimart sroth thiat @nadgtranig, towleercyersadidgvice
CORo 08 bl P leaGOIDIRESyiflondegRET - T ST st ant

zi pper, an € step of sealing said container

conpr i sé&sturning said sealed container to said user.

10.  The method of claim 9, wherein said flexible container comprises a zip-

lock type plastic bag.

11.  The method of claim 10, wherein said container further comprises a
tamper-resistant zipper, and the step of sealing said container comprises
closing said zipper and applying a security label proximate said zipper,

said security label providing said visual evidence.

12. The method of claims @ or 10, wherein the step of sealing said container

comprises thermally sealing said container.

13. The method of any cne of claims 9-12, wherein the step of sealing said
container further Coniprises leaving a small gap in said container to

accommodate an accessory for said device.



10

15

cl osing said zipper and applying a security | abe
proxi mate said zipper, 25 said security |abe
provi di ng said visual -evidence. 12. The net hod of
clainms 9 or 10, wherein the step of sealing said
contai ner conprises thermally sealing said
container. 30 13. The nethod of any one of clains
9-12, wherein the step of d&aling said container
rth ' I [ i ' . :
18 e RS S Sy SR TN, (R St allowing said
devi ceseriQ@enteq saifiisecuretdred with saidysealas eshtaiheri ns 9- 13,
further conprising allowi ng said user to enter said
secure area Wwth said sealed container. 15. The
2t hobhemethng ey onedf slaimgs 8-1¢4furthgr eerepriingipr i si ng:
5 recei vbRiSabaid$8ak8 toRRiHaR AT sdid Qgersai d user
visual ly inspecting said seal ed container for signs
of tanpeisualy inppeqiho spishRealid toaRiesT fRgsigheoldamestied,
unseal i oStk STABNMPEMGY areaftfecté® unsBAING s Corl@MeL Bnd
to said user. 10 é6“ The ngthod of any one of clains
9- 15, wWhIHEIMY said 3pYCee ShBaIF HEF" conpri ses a pl astic

bag; and said sealing step conprises providing a

f1exibl bl.e sl idingl , i d bag,
i ther dobpreod s LR v ng 1 ne

sl i der al ongsaidecatdinee compasés a plastic bag;tandn cl oses

the bag, and %id]s%a@'?é#re. té:%gr’n?)gg(‘%s Lk eadfge?(‘i:tg]’% %%blg%iicﬂng}y

. S
cabl e adj acent sal securl a

provi di ajasheddosasi iHoe aslitegereipled to said cable such that moving

the slider along the cable in a first direction closes the bag, and a
security seal attached across said cable adjacent said slider, said

security seal providing said visible evidence.



