Process for tHfe Sp}ﬁfaration of nethyl formate Abstract The invention
relates to a process for the preparation of nmethyl formate by reacting

met hanol with carbon nonoxide at a pressure of fromO0.5 to 10mmﬂmmiwmmmmd
a tenperature of from50 to 150[err]C in the presence of a ne
as catalyst in a reactor, in which a gas strga][nis \t/vi_thdravm Hg;nn?&gﬁsz*
1S renpy romthis gas s
Ezgﬁgteﬁ;ét ?gh,rﬁogggsaﬁﬁi %ﬁes%%g%%%oen roenﬂ?tﬁl%lg %&?ag?regm S returngd to
the reactor as circulating-gas streamand a nean gas superficial velocity
of from1l to®XStEAFS is set in at | east one region of the reactor in which
the gas fldws essentially in one direction.
The invention relates to a process for the preparation of methyl
formate by reacting methanol with carbon monoxide at a pressure
of from 0.5 to 10 MPa abs. and a temperature of from 50 to 150°C
in the presence of a metal alkoxide as catalyst in a reactor, in
10 which a gas stream is withdrawn from the reactor, entrained
methyl formate is removed from this gas stream by condensation,
and all or some of the remaining gas stream is returned to the
reactor as circulating-gas stream and a mean gas superficial
velocity of from 1 to 20 cm/s is set in at least one region of
15 the reactor in which the gas flows essentially in one direction.
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