A level of a sound signal including a voice signal and an environnental

Moi se signal is detected and a | evel (power level) is sanpled in response
to a clock signal. It is detected whether the presently sanpled |evel
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is estimated such that, when the presentty2sanpl ed | evel increases fromthe
previously sanpled |evel, dif @GR PYMaRE DisciRb§gREt! Y and previously

estimated environnental noi se—tevetrs—Ts—tower—than a Jl edet er m ned val ue.

Wien the present| ZWN B@NMEEWAHe&Dé%é&V %

envi ronment al nd} SEOM ATIQN APRARATUS, ﬁﬁ? sﬁﬁwﬁéétrmﬁégg The
envi r onnent al MQ@IM@EHQ% %:SIEISW@E"‘HF\I@ HIRGN 1SEy E&
smal | er than the pregelevél netl & adotnd igreanminoigid intee ray ato ircsey. stiggrsadal | er
than 250 nsec. Estinmation may be stopped in the presence of voice si nal
An environnenand ani exvieomhemeyl e kst i siegnad viredaties et ande@ |lewel |
smal l er than a reference. A conmuni cation apparatus and data ternina

i ncl udi ng t he{rewenvlevehbnial sampked | gy arespanstioR feskaiieiale aIIsfb
di scl osed. :

is detected whether the presently sampled level increases
from the previously sampled level. An environmental'noise
level is estimated such that, when the présently sampled
level increases from the previously sampled level, |
difference between the presently and previously éstimated.ii
10 environmental noise levels is lower than a predefermined .
value.. When the presently sampled level decreaseé, the
presently estimated environmental noise level is'equélized
. to the presently'sampled valﬁe. The environmental noise |
level is estimated only when the detected level is smaller
15 than the predetermined value. The sampling interval may be
| ~smaller than 250 msec. Estimation may- be stopped.in the
presence of voice signal. An environmental noise level may%
- be estimated when the déteéted level is smailer than a
referénce. A communication apparatus and data terminal
20 inclﬁding'the An environmental noise level estimation

. apparatus are also disclosed.

Figure 1.
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