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& (57) Abstract: In one embodiment, a method of neutralizing the matrix of an acidic solution including at least one metal using a
weak anion exchange resin is provided. The method , includes the acts of: activating the weak anion exchange resin with a weakly
acidic metal complexing reagent, the weakly acidic metal complexing reagent partially disassociating into protons and metal com-
plexing anions, whereby some functional groups in the weak anion exchange resin are protonated and bind with the metal complexing
anions (400); and neutralizing a sample of the acidic solution with the activated weak anion exchange resin (405).

=



into protons and netal conpl exi ng ani ons, whereby sonme functional groups in
t he weak ani on exchange resin are protonated and bind with the netal
conpl exi ng anions (400); and neutralizing a sanple of the acidic solutio

with the activated Wi 200670e17929A 3 eS1IIIiII||ll||14|1?|11ﬂ||||II|||II||II|||||||||II|||I|II|||I|||II|I|I||I||I|I|I|I|||III|||||II|

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
12 April 2007

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gagzette.



