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PRYSITEA A MR TFRSDIASR PIAKRING AND T RACKIREGERTIFICATION

on-using network of I nterconnecte
conmput ers. Background of the Invention A nunber of
pr of essi onal occupati ons have associated certification

requi renments. Such requir tg are usually specified
by public or private Ff?gf‘rﬁzg}éf%‘ﬁ”é’,wguch as national,
state Ofpd REdint GRURICHRNM S RRcralte tomblfictd 6f wer adtfiddlion,
vari ous professional associations (e.g., nedical,

| eayall more pariubulyttp mpeting te reqriramentsyior gupheceriiffratiorgping a
exanpl e, state goveynnents pronul gate certification
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nust neet an initi alPeckgroys PZE{fﬁﬁ:’r’é’ﬁ’étHf' to be

|'i censed [ahhef 6f frbfds§ndl dcRiRGhGRvE AsdobRitdd Gh@ficitioand
nmust often neet ‘conti nui ng educati on 15 requi rel’re_nt S,

s uehuizsmentsi $uchrreduivmuanssearomsie]ly ispecatfieteby peblict yprivate

- it oD ey U 5L ROA oy BitboRor b BEBRS e i
I Gl u§ PRIFSionBl @s&dididhs (¢.5., indiepl, 16gal, B agoah g ie@)ah the

to determ ne what requirenments have been net, what
r eprinatesidnt Boraxemptle, blatergoagaments Hemigate eerdficabion t o

B SR T BB e
| derdst byofdiadnakabiiss @fectdrinttidl ested rdapnireniead to be licensed or

institutions, and nmust keep track on her own of when

t hesstfiesbtorrsestica i theb ite PRE MUSKYISPHRCH SQPHIHBS SIHCABAR
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consol i Oatespiféskionsl, tadhas faiteedher, isfroquiedd torsatisfg arseli ofg
teachi&%@certhicatLon and.re-cer&jfic tion ) h
r eefiilieeR Eequigmentsgn g sfate; ¢f 18 pp Qe Ssit & degermine what

g;%ﬁh%&ﬁeﬂty LBk %t,?{)ha‘% Seuirb iRt ia%;stgfhe%ﬁ&h toSB eathgt, and

I'ves necessary forns, recommended reading and’
COhi5vs € fudfilk suchndquicamentd. Farfegamplie idadditionallveurse work is

T i R e B G BB e) 8 o BRI Rrich ©

MONs1bAL Th@RRisBItedp Frable oR A BV oSk RdrEthoS@RIT €tk AfE completed.
certification requirements in that state. -1 WO

2005/ 0697781 PEkhiugR)eBHB3BPg the appighes ¢ithe prssen ieaptipal

ap rro(\)q e? S e ositEe a%r%if&giogﬁ%egc%%{éofrx itlpag ccl)(@sgﬂddﬁgsggifﬁcult-to-ﬁnd
information regarding teaching certification and re-certification requirements for
all 50 states. The web site provides information on certification in each state and
gives necessary forms, recommended reading and course work, and contact
information for the departments of education of each state. The web site also
provides information to certified teachers moving from one state to another state

regarding certification requirements in that state.
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specific task and then certifying that the individual
knows how 10 o8 Brdy YKkl
of thehlgilersec}faajg @gé@{%@?ﬂ%@%&@% 9i]?alt hé ingié??%lugl must 8¢
befegidtntt hedipiofiessionale. Fhoexaoipée, (A8 kPatei N psio@if5d de Fletcher

not keep track of multiple_requirenents that t
D oo Rabu 0 ] b S TR et hflcand
5,1 88204 lAnR 156 irkiividhal KAEHE hbWES pa FEAMDI AL T3 of the

trarning I{r%(;tnagerrent system that all ows managers to
delred bpcka dftled dibaiopedmysiemas that f thikaindbadia] myet beegeatibefl in

to reference nanpual s. S. Pat en .~6,157 808.

HORPre wtﬁﬁlwﬁ@éws@g@ss BosER i %mgﬁlai%’i?gg“&gems that
Cerfe%ﬂd GALdnP5eRA By il AinBividhal Syst em and nmet hod for

enpl oyees that require governnental certificatiaon or

| i censili§, Pathet No. 3 Hi8pady Riemstab sleedribes 8 camplisyiged training

gual i fications, .jaob,descriptions t.rali .
inereene e bR IRE A S R B0 o cRbttheerials
a dalddabBorrd¥gicl efef@bnddBamsl €NS. Piteiitéo. 65154, §i8ttent
and the "~ 808 patent, however, track user

c dileliingeveriboteseregs rcempitesizehamplenes rRIfljeatigaiand training
P A e aden L BT S B o6 b N Rcation or

r’exanpl e cks or
f QidERsindeThO@ining)sgstenm dssatiss émplopsengnatifietiomsghb
occur outside of the enployee's conpany. U. S.. Patent
Noles@im®ns.and tegingmassals o detegpine ded (pjgEcsis apaiis for a
an i ~ l . . rack
oy A P S0 B0 el by e oo

t agehedrtificationeaduireheatsdhatpnandividnalt profestiondhanight need that are

educatiognal requirenenpts. In this syst however ,. .

¢ Feo! SEpRECISEE St ook 85X P BIEKORK ORI SHeCI SRS Nsither
of | £ cat) . » . .
o e e B e oy pecopany.

25" al | oS Patenf Ne.ad,5@lnd 3 tarBirmgstanet al.rdzedtibeg apygnaad
toward certification goals. . Su ry, of the |nvent.]

R MEPg thak ceros 6 RGBS X fraripEa e ih Schools,
| NYRINGHO T teaBh@XS ERMAABG on FRIND Bt fREt At 8dafignd Requirements.
tracking certification conprises generating one or

molnghiscesteinf hawaevienrtheenstem Bgesqopkeamrieack iph seideweompletion of
pr of iiﬁe and an aut,[hori ty profile 30 associated with a

ceFEHRTAUP TR SRS i t y. The pl anner is responsive to

user seh&elhtdthedd cHRe a@ked vt anabtonttedyssenpimiinethod that
certification goals for creating a certifi cfg%tﬁli_on
pl allow gertifieasionrlanming anddeackmeresrews towmdosrtiystion gaalsn

response to input - 2%&9@5&9@2}’,&%5@'/ US2003/ 036782

Briefly, according to one aspect of the present invention, a system and

method for planning and tracking certification comprises generating one or more
certification goals by a planner based on a user profile and an authority profile
associated with a certification authority. The planner is responsive to user
selection of one or more of the generated certification goals for creating a

certification plan. A tracker that updates the certification plan in response to input
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regardi ng achi evement of the one or nore sel ected
certification goals. According to sone of the nore
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e-mail remnders to the user when a goal deadline
approaches.. Furt her ; ishe ccordi
" HBER g niskfal bt tle etk BorE e AV S AT R0 Foalel Pcording
Ofto k@i @ Sheafibedctiiad Seatfred dithe imventiom the taackedsends ¢-peaadl
in detail belowwth ref%%gnce to the acconpanyi ng
drramitigss tophe eter gk Aigpt S5ALHIC PREPAAEN ngs The
foregoifg,ap %aﬂ%&egndfaﬁ%ﬁtﬁﬁ o2B iAPMARLAHEFE10hs thB8tructure
i nventi'on W € “apparent fromthe follow ng, nmore
padkliopetation d€ satdustembodifiends i thé erventor] @reedrsoubadendetail
the invention, as illustrated ipn the acconpanying

drielp v gath rﬁf%?‘@?@?he%écmaﬁﬁgﬁcdia‘ﬁ%ers general I'y

i ndi cate identical g, tp&liioRah by Dok and/ or
structural Ly sim | oroaractplon bR Redhes <t digits in
t he corTlesfooepdingpndrogierfenteres mhardianiagel eftheinveation will be

d i ' [ | t figst . [
ol ekl igman Go henss aebE iR 81 bbfRustay s
vag) et FARPRGERioR ad MBstHIET inGiBE hédohfpahiiap dpviagss

of the present invention; FIG 2 an exenplary diagram,
dephatinikeaefesace nwnbers genarglinindicaterideniipst, dpnctigpalfy gmilar,

1 faor panning and..trackin ser I Je ' .
s e LB AU, HSTREE WA iomeaponcin
exRpRéRhuRMdatd thé favaee Bowhicl afRbment figst bpyeatsser
20 certification systemof the present invention; FIG.

4 is anFixdrippaiopkdjagramoia b dapudyiystem that meorporaies various
tenpl at e, pf . r - 6 is an
xRt B Bl AR, fror Bt IRIrefROReniO © 1 3
New UseFIPags:; ex@mplrEdiagrans depictingenmpleainyerfdcongoiah thef system

creati n& a user ertification plan; . FIG %i ib%g
exeifGa fom%mlq&ﬁ“értﬁﬁkméﬂsﬁﬁpﬁ&&ﬁ%% acqef@ng iq,the prosent
an&tvlewl%{onexen'pl ary User Information Entry page; FIG 11
i s an exénplary Certification Requirement Sunmmary
page; FIG3 dpidtsamexempdarp flamych@erfbi fdcessingandsoi the user
En%% page; 30 FI g{ 13 is. an texe_:n‘pl ary Certification
Pl emtlcationgusiemf CHBPS AR Eenpl ary Certification
Tracker pftage; aﬁ'e%mﬂlﬁry Systiin A¥EsRbagey, Certification
Resource Regi stration’page; -3

FIG. 5 is the template of an exemplary User Home page;

FIG. 6 is an exemplary User Registration page;

FIG. 7 an exemplary New User Page;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary flowchart for creating a user ertification plan;
FIG. 9 is an exemplary User Information Entry page; '

FIG. 10 is another exemplary User Information Entry page;

FIG. 11 is an exemplary Certification Requirement Summary page;
FIG. 12 is an exemplary Certification Credit Entry page;

FIG. 13 is an exemplary Certification Planner page;

FIG. 14 is an exemplary Certification Tracker Page;

FIG. 15 is an exemplary Certification Resource Registration page;

3.
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of an Exenpl ary Enbodi ment of the Present Invention A

prefer odi nent . of | ' hs Flescitgsed in
det ai | %ﬁgl ﬁ%%%@%ﬁ%%@%{‘?ﬂg%@%ﬁg?gry I%ﬁb’odi ment s

are di $GGSSPL anl dxespuy Grane Seardepsgeoood that this is
done for illustration purposes only. A person skilled

in the relevant art will recognize that other

conponen ; ' ' RBb RGP BOM Invent
pa@fﬁge‘%?reg& tt oglryfg?%%mg%g?shgope ofe_ the inventi cl)lr:}?n o
The i nvepidf@red enttidiraetted tednventionpsidiseusbesiadictml hahav.
system A user 0 seeki.ng certificatjon,c ace

¢ Wb insoHirE SmPIATE EEOP PO S5 Eorip o B T S togg that
¢ ? §§&6r{égfof A AR fosbPEn1P! A& skiltbdtib AeddeRGant art will
certitication requirenents. | n one exenpl a&g , .
erbagivehat ottree compenaurindeonfigestiensecap bewiserbwithe i partng
one or. nore servers r.a central station) having
aé%%glet%lrgﬁéﬁé?oﬁﬁﬂié& f’rﬁ]r:%%es al so connected to a

net wor kl?heelﬁ%lﬁi%ﬁ_ipéﬁr&@&ﬁtﬁ?afb@n{&hfe@%&d&)mﬁla@?@ﬁd. B5usseb

browser application, such as crosoft Explorer or
Nesteldag eerhifivatipat aan acrise thejdatar apdservikes ApBsh sRhcaNRBehe

i mpl nted using |nt - ; : :
cPERTT CLE BT A e B P ALFE B RiciiaEleruceation,
agefifitc@fends IRk e@émﬁl@f}) dreboddhenty iheah® andstiviaes iaonsovided
The Exenplary Network 20 Referring to FIG 1, an ‘
exfeamp oag 9r metowIYasH (or grocpiral yiatigh Bayans acsaRsdh Cag 8bHOF

i npl enents the vari c

| e o e Oy BREhY) O elEeRbaP@Ruch a standard

| npderrenksechppliedtion, st Micatob Expleteanr Netdvape Navigator. The
provides wired or wreless |inks tq user devic

( dnstanitinyrniop&ay also be ypplemenisd psing ot s Sﬁte@éﬁab‘éseﬁny
co 1SHv A EiR§ as WL as public
Thcregﬂgtgé agrgrégrg#}*:gory\?r;rgﬁﬁéﬂ%g gcﬁlpgge t hgmg?ggr%gar d Inter ngt
pratpeivateindtintiddse vari ous devices 12 that connect to

one or nore servers 'E,th CCERS to,various types of

dat abases 24. The Int EM B ection of -

I nter CO@&%&E@% (A ) 4 RBRHREY clibbdiaics) oftedysRbkthat hat
nked tdg

are |i et her by a set of standard protocols to
f cudvertaggiuslydimplatnetts ihp yegensrspeast & the preseimgengien is shown.

noted that al though.the exenpl ary 30 [
oL B s et e i g Ry o lp BHERE R Ebork that,
t hgoPlaes fited of MRk Bik<GaMsé! deviche(clien dwivet)eld. UBliendient

any ot her suitable conputing nodels, -4
devices 12 can be any computing device , such as a personal computer, etc. The

present invention can use the standard Internet protocols for the various devices
12 that connect to one or more servers 10 with access to various types of
databases 24. The Internet 16 is a collection of interconnected (public and/or
private) networks that are linked together by a set of standard protocols to form a
global, distributed network. It should be noted that although the exemplary
embodiment described herein uses a client-server computing model, the present

invention can also be implemented using any other suitable computing models,

A4
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client devices 12 can be any device that is used by

anyone seeki user certificat.i ' i,on_and I
Pk ALty & Sripop s aing BB G RaRE (8 of
engi.iggas., and a psychol ogi st, etc. Exanples of wired
devices include personal conputers, nobile conputers,
not ebodksler thermpitsteat ingersion, eligat devighsdy @Ipdeany dgnige fhat is

an rkstation.operati . . ' -0f : .

oY 3 PR Rt AR g

dﬁa\/tk:&%r, iafiﬁlkéégﬁa petisanand adisgétokd glisi,sestb.s ;E_amhpKeg’Di—\w}red

that operate under an appropriate confi gur .

oplsviges mgluge pggsgn@,ﬁom@g%ﬁ, Jrobps COPRLCEsy n%%ﬁ%cg%wegstatmns,

The deyi ce ' ' ' r i di

e e AR i e B ey

12Ma¢ ©S cpbsting spahhe Btamglenofithe attetegs devicasivelidnpdrsonal

any form, includi ngj@audi 0 an(ge vi deo f.orﬂ] ol i ndan% H

otdigital pesisiant R &), et @essfe GRder &R2PPROgTiptyly; gpatigiied opfiating

S& i i 1eTREYVERS 12 3ndihdONoRudihe

I ns&étgﬁlé%&k%g%gsg&ﬁ%&gg% %@ef}r\/\gerek | ayer Iilnt erf aclés

1Yispldy fos pravidieg noismdl inteaface withnetsweriowessd, the devices 12 are

connection with the present i.nvention can any: o

R e e e L

TQE’@oF’fo&hP&ﬂﬁ%? ot P Yorhy ROk s by 3Rk Skivlked Brkhekrt,

w rel ess adapters can be used to connect a conputer

net wor KThessesvend 8 compwingaates vith tlg deyiress! 2othrapghrihe Internet 16

adapters jnclude, Etherpet, W:Fi_ Bl .
iiieh ROt 1oyt PRRRELALE o PROURA BT flonhed n

| NGIHEERN e Bk pRRER indatiohasesse2hytdnatof 6pen-lne praptayeg
centrally or in"a distributed manner. The  databases,

whietworkrséandexsigssichlas THY/IPsoteeqls-ehy type ok swfadle, Mitehels
information rel at i.f ' .

| T BHER P B SRed 8 clfitor § Bbmphicf bRl BEFLRY device 12
eagfhnfiey of siclaadptetaietudel Eihetnbt WirBis Bhtetoailieate.i on.

Dat abase 24 may contain 25 u§er certificat]

. t]on
requi r efveshesvir BrF1Ey dr the sysigra 0 gﬁdﬁ%@“ﬁ%‘?"@% SORGPr more
I eensing , £§ rb%'i[ﬁﬁltag d &thtrﬁl\ffoinS‘f akeHIRRSGINRS HRON
th ?ype of pr ot essi on&T requirtenents to be _
moditiiaEegwhichrare xaepisle by dicadeases PO} sty vamousanfermation
certification require t.. data i n.orde{ tg.o(lf)t%i n at
| e@éqte(}jﬁéls%tfcegtlfgc@g@ﬂiaﬂ or licensing requirements and individual goal data
¢ efo% 'e%dhctﬁ(af BYcESragRletw Al &R YkQBat in#HDhNDatabase 24 may contain
certification, certification/licensing for engineers,
psyehodrtificaipnstgyiredfenscivooavarasiats, end/ot prefessional licensing

prof essional.s. The user certification requkre t

O ek ey LR e b B SR R e

F €0 thbdildréd. IFeP eX b1k RIASSI4 mbPBoHthi@ el ffealion requirement

transferring certification fromone state (province or

ot fiata in order to obtain at least one of a teaching certification/re-certification,
nursing certification, certification/licensing for engineers, psychotherapists,
accountants or other professionals. The user certification requirement data

includes at least one of certification requirements, re-certification requirements,

requirements for transferring certification from one state (province or other

5.
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for a government entity certification departnment. As

st at ed abov t.h ] i :
R e Y L S F P
anyrtFdagsn demi aaé compatihformitidn foo mgoveromententity tértifibgion
dat abase through the network. :As is known, the

| rieparaent1 4s piated a§p¥s thaseedeviens fomRay lﬁ\gﬁ‘dg apEEPEY ¢ he
Vorld W olbERindcati 1c8d tapabR of
boct"ﬁlpﬁy%f’qga“gﬁ%? %?‘%ﬁﬂt%‘é%mglg ?fﬁ%f gﬁ@;&?ﬁ?gﬁ k)
USimivirgyaik evithythe dekisedougke tittsiefwatomonl y ref err ed

025,188 SO 5, 1 PR SR e P
S Oy 1 Wid%%@&g%bﬁ)wﬂh&wee OB BBAY tABERID o dstibaRd

docunents using standardi zed I nternet protocols.
Cutotlecttdnyof inthe lipkddrasey-vitveabdah ybertgxigtosamients deorampnly rafprred

appl i ions to, | ocate an uire ' ..
et 93 i e B e MRl
| St D6er B KdtPerl RRSMAOI NSRENts heicibprovlde@ls@Sfcess to such
application protocols, such as that specified by WA

P.
WaRciisents usin§ shantlardiseil Aetarnetpietasolsa fguregy dhepriary gjandard

t he standard used on th

stisnigae oL L e gptiielof odfft M ARk ST TP,

E]Aaé{ﬁsfﬁél ‘\i/?\\é@g Ipagéga ark \%/%&{Hgﬂ\ﬁlﬁvbigg d—IV’I\E‘(gL WAL ¢4 ihe rmﬁafﬁ'kuﬁl' h@guage used
er ns " and "Wor e " enconpass e .

mefok by Witelasg apngisatiemprofqcalts pishias &%ﬁ%ﬁ@ %Wc%% mayApds an

u [ | ac ' [ L] t
sl s A HERT Adndidbocathline
OpRkh® t6dhyl NTley WalP stetdand kso {chtdesnetrijtingrdngregasinkr to
utilizing different _co ni cati on protocols. The

| ntavabrip g & Ont@lltz‘iﬁpﬁ%mcﬁ%a internally by

conpani g, .0, e ACCTSIE Wiae W LnbdthPAsERithR markup

Wb Site 1s a conputer systemthat serves ) -
i Nbhogumts anbtranspat erdtoaiewhick Sndythe used inoplkoausi (ayin asdition

dard |s of th d Wd . i call
) SneLCBRICPRad b e fime eiestit Bt °
Bg«gﬁm‘é}@ An iREHORIWHAR (@RS YndaRBRekaLERZING iTfetent

I cular organi zation. As ‘used herein, the termijs
gecemmihigationtfeneolst Fhe hetemstisedd as typically uped internally by
har dwar e/ sof 1 war e se{ver con;goﬂ,gr{}o% that serve the
i nPURPARIGSSR AW BRTEHEC VY HEOHEE WOt k, and (ii) the

30 "backepdp shaisemifiedsfyvemahaaspes aifbsuationel cositeng over
any non-standard or ‘specialized conponents

t hat .
i nthemattorkinsing tlivestanlavkprotasaisei dir World Wider Webn Typically, a

Web site corresponds to a particular Internet domain name and includes the

content associated with a particular organization. As used herein, the term is
generally intended to encompass both (i) the hardware/software server
components that serve the informational content over the network, and (ii) the
"backend" hardware/software components, including any non-standard or
specialized components, that interact with the server components to perform

services for Web site users.



services for Wb site users. -6 WO 2005/ 062278
PCT/ US2003/ 036782 The present invention supports an
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certification requi rement data for each state. It is
throug Hibfhok ke bR, ALEIABprovid

i nvent rfon geasﬁ 86&%11¥%ﬁr%§§3nt0 pféw dg a suitab bmv =
t eaghertifitagon faqnirememmtacﬁor tawh stats. Ij@s/télmu@rthaint@actwe web

i fheb thegneseiarCRioB o B6 SRR PeBie Thiigblene
S'téal%herrl%/efs{}a% ion $6158 & o%eMBlcn N 8t h@rﬁgoxf&ﬁﬁlbﬁthp@gehé)}ﬂor

goa on I nf ormati on provide
| puBkact privetermistitation Vibema piofigsstopaltuser logy grte thereite;ipgashe can

oal Ianlsreat 0 th a
O St gL o on S EThded of HiHation pravided py the
USQErEaMe HBE ite Mceﬁiﬁlgt {386 BRBAESH. OThefoab Blah i tetadd wrthe

requirements using the interacti ve software 10
acedifdation tequirtreents fcempa@tapular states j Tlee pipLessippalyisereign then

oGOy TE R L D SRR ot

AlLbaaEi to ienpésioar mad skerhles brovides ohlihdieoupses spd tlistance
invention is inplenmented over a web- based

cdm@gméass@ﬁhatumewép werkdsprieaneteter cagificetipn. Although
ﬁsentaﬁ ) ' apn rﬁ%@t}% p%) eREinvELSIRR élggleﬂtrég%%laa web-
Shi Py HAT 8oes ot Fequire accessing a

W&ﬁs&l doafi &ﬁtﬁﬁt1hﬁ'buldtﬁ‘ee1ppftbatealcthaﬁahe prsewt émventien can also be
pr of essi onal seekl ng certification and the

o8 i SO SOl SRR pers g e Site
Bl RRHAoSYS! @)
F:%%Jfa&l% mte% begwagrr tff\l%f)t!ir éwfb;sac?ﬁl tég%& 1rngt es an %ver Vi ew
ofcoatpuest @@k ynayethﬁmugln mensuibblenmnsyeh based fn’ftrlﬁftce
present invention. The rt,iLfI "at]hon 90 0 pl anni ng

system 202 canOxsryiesof Certitication Planning Sysfem o\ or g

10 or agee Qg§ ?lolocﬁ HP&?M thal 1R1sBNSS BNbVRichasT ad exemplary

pl anni ng no a tracking nodule 206. Data
ahmntiodiraent of ¢l sybenadfi thapresepd imvsnbon. sThQinbﬁcaélO@rg@éll in

oL vSted Botat oS et B0 Al el
pe{tétﬁﬁ 1% QYst$ 02 1@ b ?fahﬁﬁfglrﬂéﬁlﬂé 204 s trJdl@@msﬂlﬁmZ%
as an interface 212 to a 25 network 214, such

f ODateebhongluger eevidficatipe rqqiremaRis et basipregiip ope g{lmpxéq)@aéabases
216
”e%cﬁﬁaﬂtagﬁmeésf%&ﬁm R R s T

t heer@splanadkusdd dortifidhtion plweatol arhye sgsteradiogdas an trterfacs@i? to a
216 uses a browser application_on the conputer

i meswark 2 surhtasefos xananie.qysr thelgismet gx %l}yf other suifa %g aetwork.
3 O);x(el’,llé?rt fc'aﬂ%gceg?t%%% GOHI0b riﬁjohgﬂ? 2 8bm ﬁttele $, é%Ih(‘?l‘i‘ h&itPown

i CAETER authori ty on meet s
gOoMEdrfice 318 tvathdig aawork 2 1e1q Uhme rasEcmﬁarynembodlment the user 216

uses a browser application on the computer 12 to interact with the system 202.

User certification as herein defined means confirmation or attestation by a
certification authority that a person meets governing standards or requirements in
a user’s field of endeavor. Examples of user certification include but are not

limited to certification, re-certification, licensing, re-licensing in such fields of
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re-licensing in such fields of -7 WO 2005/ 062278

PCT/ US2003/ 036782 abdcBntidE dh G etc.

e AUTRERT F5 e qboélaﬂeggglggﬂﬁ{l??%g’egg%%g , etlﬂcg% Exé?rr(;l es
ofzxamiplds o eattifioaicaudutianity inciutelfedtealf stater eduntys fletag municipal
county, local, nunicipal_ . overnﬁents, ublif or
pigovernmentss puilig|os pryaiGelficials ay Byl AR RRVTHCHAL fdon-

gover nnen | S0k ] by biRRS, anong others. 5
ASRELLSY a&%@?&?@%ﬁ‘?t&%ﬁﬁ?g%ﬁc’% SystemFIG 3 is a
flowchart that Atdessing Geetificnion@apning\Svstewdi ment f or

vent IT86: S Honcdeee: Dl aenexppiPL ELPtiment rg.
t ecl@&%@i'fxg aRY '[1§iflg %}Eegg'ibt@&ed'f'th@ﬁ&% {rdahtioret Whekn aGeessieh as a

the system o nvention in step 302, a Systens
Agtefsssiqad . s.uEhcles, Bissywengineer| aCcountyetq.) agresses the system

di spl ayed. . The m Access,page. al | .t

A Sy S s 08 ST BT B R EH TG, ¢ ey
Prb%‘&i%?%r. cRY The SGEMAI AR pas alOWE b Brkrad atsqmB@gstem of the
certification plfans. It should be noted, however, that

t Heveantion dsrotigh & Web sije prarvidstl bytarfervien thahis ORiigased 49 8318

t hrough .a suit apl - We

rienanion it Lotald B E0AdRI R SHPL AR AE5A5 IRaMem of
a&h@ﬁ%ﬁﬁd}?ﬁa?\ BRY B¢ tI@bughlbsiibRuph-waetobdsed systdm acdess means.
For exanple, tor teaching certificatjon, lin

ks .may _be
set  uplhenseneanale asspssias systegneifhen diresly, as aigied ghye, or
: | . 1= .
T
ongARivadbhOpurtier vRanishticns, stiok aSfietatioAcLBdwapaydssociation,

includes a log-in sectjon for regjstered. users to .20 ,
| g that teaphersgga ﬁ@h’vﬁ%@&%ﬁt%"g@ﬁaﬁﬁg’& Pj S%%“ el ofganization’s
unrgogéit%tered users to create a user account, which
th‘gy may access by logging in to the system Usin

thi s papies Systegidstes pdgaiseludecalvgantse¢tiondggr jagistered users to
information, e.g., user na and password., t e

t HeEin b oIS b Ragsho I BERREI N 1og S aRPRFEd 1"

de iR hd 855y 1bSeinb & ke bYiertlS UsinigShis page,
re&é:i(e“é%?‘g icgrl%hé ot ?ﬁg‘% Sssﬁ%,vmgglﬁgst ep %O%@eof FI Gg 3. 1le

25registeg] wdeay @ entse log-ogaformatianh 6. Sy ISEAeR &)l RSV eHeto

user's hane page,.as shown in te El .

| Hcr AR ont QP e et fsiaeh & ey DO

Pr QY i HSSto YRTeRY $hd 58K ré@stef¥adaabNgs stfvn mestdp F04oedftHIGN3. If
according to the present invention. The User Hon% )

pameegivgredusar bogsiiguthe systam displayathesiset abArae PRtfs foHOred
gﬁ%ggg&? 191?}3 %dshgxrr]vs b trerhﬁfﬁ?edfoy 3 %Epi@afl Qfskt ﬁoﬁ@fpgéé'ﬁ&ﬂi&{]

provides various links for managing user certification according to the present

invention. The User Home page may be configured to display suitable
customized messages based on retrieved user profile Information and a
certification authority profile information. For example, if the user is a teacher
wishing to {‘c“érufy or maintain state certification in, the displayed messages may be

tailored based the related information solicited from the user and the state’s
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nmessages nay be tailored based the rel ated

i f ! i j e § . A .
ST B AL SRS S0 06 it i
r egttificatiemtisadlifbs or idfosptianed intergstde theegssages

regardi_ ng upcom n certification deadlines r

i nf or et Reregricror et ]lSQr‘Prﬁléteg §°e’feglsfefr_aﬁglg teaté an account,

r OB SIsEf &b crbdi€a Uiiffue H§er RLARRLE Pads®of € Ginsd Lihe @8 stration

create an account. - The user can create a uni que user
napreceas shqvassvibepd3 Wurfig. 8 hEIG.cyshomisan examplagy beerss

shown in ste 6 of. FIG 3. FIG . e
ol b0 b PotucSh sl IR AuLEReE e
a {ik/ReaiSred S EGE aAd PEEWoID EMisitial fgitihton peBbdsatay also
user nane and password. The initial registratjon

prieqassthesyerdp soter pddjtipnad inforanaiioay such a8 RaBe, Aldesse RHRas
i nfor,mati on

h . , ,
L SRS BHL, 35, 0PI o MG s

I egbstbd Ahde@ Becdubethsyiht @sarkan asemtaesesa hissertheapasaumniized home
that the user can use to access his or _her

pepagenBlsingdhie pspied apegyat, thesysegcanacaipdbenbiEadktpsress
the us ; ioth. OMVA ySer-
PP GG aR § in R ARAREAN I REAIRER RO MR e
i npeeidd iaformAtibn itswiitabllyatoatdeinh 4 dutobasatin orrrésponding advbyds that
stored in a_data base in correspondi ng records that

st B9 usgropledpfar@atiol-or mat i on. 15 A newly registered
user cag nlé%f% t U L& H udehBe syvERNbE 88 iARIntieh ¥ dréifling a
a personalized user certification plan, as shown in

st pgpschblzaf uset GrtiBcatibnelyy; esgwevn igistepcild afkdGuselbe prpcess
a New User page, which enabl es.the user to create,.

Pi 735 the HirS B NF B dosvE BPEe PO SR o 5 CHP S o WS

a &%‘dﬁ'ﬁﬂ&&f YerfNEN R HlanPFIE, 7 shWCdh é)jfeniﬂﬂzﬁFIINH\ﬁ Usdr pagee
page for a user without a certification plan. This
paghicRGs thesuitinblesme pagesorpusen sdbouta sertiBeation - nguapree

tracki. ertification.goals., | ' . epsfor
cr B5ETTG EREsbaas Rt of pRding b fraithe SeiBEaThoRRls

I egidudRPRRE StehFor GBdating tHeaisbOdrtifSaktion plangreviewing the
certification goals, e.g., course and c|asses, that
wotgquirérafrts [for qerfification.ispleeting crtifitabian 2palsHe cruRIEANy

Plan" i on - alj 0

7 S AP LB PRRRg2A 05 . NPk on
Cr gRINGSy Usfiepagds allowatheasees Srdateea @irtificdtionrpldthe user' s
honme page. Ing the user's honme page, the ,
certifi &@W Hhe ndanis ﬁéeafqda@'r?é‘a?r Caﬁﬁa‘?q%? ke S]GB@QP%H“,G ugers
show | P Sleh %ﬁ%‘us@tss ﬂ&ﬁ@gé efhelcRtBlcatibh Earl Y BadRB@E

al S B owe” T or registeri for certification

r egRUifdsumdintdd, aeshown in step 312. As described later, the home page also

allows for registering for certification resources on-line.

Creating User Certification Plan

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary flowchart for creating a certification plan for a
certification authority. In step 802, the system prompts the log in for system

access system. In step 804, the system solicits a set of relevant user information
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Creating User Certification Plan 30 FIG 8 shows an
exenplary flowhart for creating a certification plan
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system pronpts the log in for system access system

! Spkd Bligiedd Rbr @AY includ

L dop bRk C&lﬁﬁ"é%%%oow@ 45 sR1ER or ROUERL inoludes
f dut Grealintigd tdehe éesinedl nclallfilcumrxﬂummﬁ)@gmtbmtﬁe states, number
solicited user |nfoL$gt|on i ncl

iafueea o spePr oy LGP BETeanE W tran ey o 2o dgrees
bt grrfgla,: talifes; anﬁLUﬁ?é?rdetaﬂE ¥&ey1antithg RABRS ceftiFRafich fnhEstate,

eavor, academc information, e.g., degrees
esfonedynpgehs Bistanesglicitn dhforhationddeel yeers &5 @rtcashan iynept

teacher certification in.a . sta exanpl e, the
sf@‘l“g‘ﬁ\' CRILCatPg, ‘?qﬁlftg? ﬁ%?ﬁgﬁlo &)ag? °€1§ge?é5tas a teacher,
type ofpt@sh H%’us@?fn%ﬁrlaﬁ@h b@ﬁrof% thd distederetidves ati on
state of interest. Based on the user information or

priofarimetion tentained rn eozrespending eprificatipn prdpTiBHprofile and

o B el ERBERELT r FELpRER L ST & rown in

t h@eR80BAhd BYS f Bhscdaitthé b@rﬁﬁbzﬁﬁm raguisdnosms fithd Bersifiegtion
806 'and 808. Based on the certlflcatlgn regfl enment s
of authpsity.¢he sysiesm el g Inventipy gereyates (FELUCAIOBEOBS: t he

| nvent | gr& S c?al 8&%&1565 ?@%gl%?uo‘lg 8fL 8r mre acts or events that

certification goa conprise mng one or nore
achSastfe Vel the fibkl of ades/or.eFakdxhinplen a sweplé cedtification goal

endeavor, For exa a si f I
mpey B eompie S es b e e Lht Pt also
o ?&)c{tlates t{ﬂg eI tc%ﬁ%x‘?%moca‘i’%%ﬁh @éﬁﬁeétﬁ)tn%s&@@es necessary to achieve

I catl on go ertification resources
nethe gsals.y Foroexaniple Ve thrdeélogrsalfsdu@ablpnd)@q:ﬂgt way comgespond to a

three hours of educati on cred corresp

C ORFUESS TN & PRTHeLIAE FER] PGy T %ng abeo ,r"gﬂ(;@%/lﬁ%aémgegoﬁ&enmg td'an
waf, gPan&/ét@e%e L% A dHOrebSurédd aréMiidh PraRER8d emhetuger, who
The certiftication resources are then presented to the

usmRy remhxye Eder, roe@:%lstet; fop thenesoupges p@bn@;t er for the

resourc onlin necessar

requir i}ﬁ‘g %3118 861"t1g1f3?th0é10r681}1r 6%{ C I S%l%?g{h%{:lmse
bagRenRReLhABH oR BIRNBABISters Uidh RN d‘dﬁ@ ASS@%&ﬁ&ﬁSﬂR)ﬂhatlon or
information or Certification Credit infornation.

NeGertifiratimsSrediiinformasion Needs Awpateat mdormation seelss to
: n% e SI g%lmgeéig & gpe 2edlft é@ S%{energﬁ anah by om?éfﬁ)!ﬁ can be

alne her 0 ctlve
subhtgigkd ¥ey obfedtivedx aﬂmb@ecubyly; o8 bxmﬁpdammt’u, exa,mlﬁEtlon
observati on, or eval uation. g on Needs., Assessnpent
. nelseriatipeer oy Huatione Based elaNe B RhEHPEnaHp,

Ao (LRI R A S Rel i ot

t hesquized by cbeification aettority. For example, the user may be required to
meet certain goals, if Needs Assessment information indicates weakness in the
field of endeavor. Similarly, the certification requirement may be adjusted based
on strength or preference in the field of endeavor.

Certification Credit information relates to a user’s completed, in progress

or planned activities that may refine certification requirements, if allowed by the
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adj ust ed based 30 on strength or preference in the

f 'cl%}tﬁ‘ 091{1 K AdRGYQ" Fop%fafn'lﬁlb %I'tiﬁlﬁtl@i eo1t niaS}beer@Ic'e@ r’because |

O a user”s conp ete I N progress p anned
aahé der iqeslifids dbr amjat foeihlaweg cempletédoatinionding dw pcprapb‘m B,

if allowed by - 2005/ 062278

PePRISPDDREDYS oo fobf o1 UEa ok sHhdhs Piytom glfhe present
eX A0 kiBn r@fﬁ{eF %ﬂt&i@&ﬂl&f‘req&@&ﬁmﬁﬁﬂseﬂ%nﬁeﬁﬁ AdsesRERAUTA/or
t he user ies for credit for having c | eted or

i r@aetificatpntCrediv mbvragion to d@t@msl@e @palppﬁgxea:nm watlh@plan as

field of d t f.-1
| ENATBAT o FHBEbDs TP PRep oo P it Ptk 2 g
! & HASGESSdaTHed ?ﬁeﬁ@rpa'éalﬁ&eisl 49 dRtdiyd 18¥ket rhore detaﬂ step
information to determine goals of the certification
pl#a, as shown in 810. The system of the invention

I { t
82? i ﬁ e(sl&ﬂ)(%rég?[ fic)?{lélgg%aﬁg lééf@ée{elrlfnﬁnceg ‘Ehg 'ﬁs%rqg E‘% %ﬁ@@%ﬁh%n

Myg1enrde At hlloved 18P uséh 1@ sl eertifieation peaad uhamgmﬂuse the @ser’s
determ ned, the user is presented with atil1 g nner
t tertifigationglanhden, 84 e §@m@%rtcaa@}smpr?8@a& Bf pidon

8 fll‘%ou%%@ %ltlé[ttai‘g fss&é?ﬁe&lg)[’ﬁé tRe c&ﬁfi&dtf‘oh%gﬁﬂs Q5 RRon STRY

€ pl'anner can 0 present t certification
r esludtice may vatmaae droas s tist aftoedifivatién teseurces; sudhi asailasafns,

ls f | Th f
??%p?ssﬁ,%@eﬁg (e esframcrs LB B artneatehEsgs, The

Eﬁ&cﬁtmg g8§1§ carf Tﬁ§c§ fe@%ué EHRHY R SormiWhicallink Ub'of)ké lpaltti&ﬁ) ating
certificat

on goal s ertlflcatlon gka S can
alina leetonei (vieled, dukdion ngc;uitc ¥, andmther mattirial) opedditional course work

partici in in a lecture

brte bp colmeta sy Thape Prabiayioraioe ar Sl Eelge

t Oc P8 GRBR L8418 For Slatnplé, *1RER, EtRER] RENreadeadhar formé, k., to
user can sel ect certification goals, for exarrpl e

cl msineladedioths eqtlﬁc@mml@sby ingrcetresponding itsms fror g list

n the certifi.c n C
N R e e R
r eﬁf&%ﬁ&?geﬂ@fa@@%e?ﬂmhﬁzddhﬁeﬂée@tﬁﬁcaﬁbﬁ plans tAyguceoe v es
the selection and then generates a personali zed user

cevertificatian ipbam g8h spmpree gthe hcerflﬁéatlwlsfaﬂléé’r cetifispten
can cong)rl se either certification goals and/or
cet?¥7Cation resources. Certification Authority

Prof i | ecefifidation AaitRerif Pidiite i nventi on stores
certification reth renents for eayéﬁ certifi catlfn h
aut hor i The yitesek the Iy caBemHaes SoTUEGRIPNISATFFRENL] 195 5a¢

r e&%ﬁ&%ﬂtaﬁthgﬁﬁf in suitable databases. Such certification requirements may
be stored in a variety of ways, for example, as records having fields for storing
information relating to certification requirements of a corresponding certification
authority. As such, the system of the invention profiles each certification

authority based on its specific certification requirements.

-11-



be stored in a variety of ways, for exanple, as
records having fields for storing information
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corresponding certification authority. As such, the
systemof the | td rofiles each certification 30
aut hor ilﬁvrgggoggﬂ\gﬁ)ﬂiltrgﬁlsegeci fic certification

r equi r ATENDShows 4d inWA1 PAGSHOEPIT0 AETUIIS RIS a0BE AB 2

User Information Profile FIG 9 shqows ,an.initial page
pres Rl e her REERHOT A B Lt A (e hempPRFyer e Screen
teaghe ctaiﬁ)?%]cf Fob Rakih O MhPh R @’%e &f Sleft&tinbdtinplid epddentially,
However, e screen can be'tailored for creating any
otthemitialgercofi seliéts ralevant iser anfoomatisnadar cregisuethe abdry, 5
the (nitial_ screen solicits..relevant .user i [ Lon..
F Gerifeaiipn Rl e B arplipERRh g 1 Sl ySb Ridflion
! ?H'B%Eéd?lgbhcs%dﬁi 4 Adre@NofRslst Rr eRdrhpe OfnyltaREble interface,
informatio can be acconplished in a variety of ways.
Fauckasgrabkics,dent, audia, gt ear b eseflace, such as

graphics, text, .audig, .etc. can dy 1 ne:t.he . .
exenpl %%W&%ﬁ%ﬁfﬂob&ﬂm“ I.slﬁov'g} %GFIS}S %t fhe Sglcl)éllni?i Ipfogmation
| NfrO texlal QhlestidBs prieSentcdrhk paigts shd OiRuspr @s@B teagdondes tdithe
page, and the user enters responses to the solicite

i robieited infrrmiation it defingd fiekisd s shawa itk %h the iaputgnto; the
in into th iel n f ar, '

¢ etosng o b o KL P SRLURFeliBy of Bt ERachintl reopRs
bypredeated op A6 Fieldsf orasie odimdre binaby exdrigs, exgt, YEYNO, or
e.g., YES/NO or _otherwise multiple chpice entries,
whEhevisranukiple digisesairisss Where iptprataleckift FRProprte entry,
anong o S : licited
e aifis S ol Arafizafth ERFRS, (ERER. Gl d ARG Soticie

i ngfsiation Yiekls snchislea“ Yems ea Teachst, At $tatedpul Beech In,ii “County
"County of your school," "Yqur Highe gree," G ade
Yoof YPé‘éé‘ﬁ‘,O‘DL)é? ouy ?/%Peg%?&di@agﬁ%{éuﬁée@?%i f¥or mati on
may be ﬁﬁ%g%g $d¥S ona PiseP Mf¥mPRion Sy i AcRBedBaeshnhly be
previously entered user information. For exanple, user
20saliofted based on peavieshknitared Steainforvoatione ion example,; usey

may be needed i.n qrder.,to.. soligkt. informtion.

r e’é‘gqrmaﬁﬁnfaﬂt@re@)}ﬂegﬁfe Yeuied ileeﬁglélsm?yo T eldg(gui frder to
cedfiictlie@Hhion ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬂg&h@%@ of sthediceslses Ehdekich tetertification
situations, a subsequent "Create Plan" page can b

grﬁagiﬁtlwfmg_ creat:a@ Ugléqrr shielv situgtipamh asubseapen _Erf‘é%ee%l@@’gpage can
Or B B B L rURE O P b B e

25uRHbh aGedods ﬁ?g. Oae suchysabsafiettipagadashoiva ip FEG d0f where the
based on user information entered in the "Stat

. » You
Tepalhdowin figlddioy“ Byieer ddocase s etasenfed pasgd Og%%ﬁnf%m#‘il@
> ofEh Aok Y38 4R PRSPt U FORO gl
9. Additional subsequent pages can be presented to the user until all the necessary
user information for creating a certification plan is gathered. The gathered user
information is suitably stored in the database along with other user information in

the record that contains the users profile.
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Cener aﬁﬁl}lg%ﬁﬂ%%ﬁ@ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ s A planner according to

t he pr esplatnédravesttingno trgseuaemventbnoses ifer oad catification
authority profile inforpation to determ ne the

c anthoricate RlsriniRsmal P R T g R LEF BT g EReRIS g e

B | Bt SuirbRenk)! B8 PRIndCRAER RS ertificati
cglgff?t?églgtéé@g ggfygga({s thget?lu%rhe 1Lljs’er ghoul achi evg H)ca on
g@bale elidt itti wser stenid achéavplte gettcedtifledr For exampledaedhen

requirenents for a selected . state b ofiled in

t EFfiEicafo kegpizergpnts Bror oo 2lele gl BEproyBLRY el bars of
P%E(%ér%@é, deBieRr &aatn;y%her BasgdniaRfdratient Bad ousBE entered user
i nfformati’on,” the pranner presents the certification

r énfioimativen) the planrer presofis foakyification reghisemertrin &ieg|od goals

fulfill i .b tifl '
sdrsdirer BRSSP ek esi TP RE AT theldctfea
C QfAE SPRNEEti Bcatidhigohls il aieaivng taebiidistrh@syrable activities,
including filing out forns, reading. books, conpleting
0 riaclmﬁnﬁ%ﬂigg ovtifosms, readipgbeakisnepraplaidns e Prpefe SASF

ting. th j ' [ [t ari
o a B PrE AT TpRlg R PR ARl el teria

ey oRE chBaSuicad achievéasm®f tHe detiffcation podls maghbeanedired in
for courses, classes, sem nar, sessions, etc. .In 15

otthras QfH9ULH Haits, T CICHES 1B 4P WSFragaBRes SRR SIS SKKi My
ang, DAZS, ?n%}tg, Zl%é%%a%dma §ShcRdve gSlyghlj:lhg B84 H4W8ing a required

requi remnen ree program a nmasters
deedt@e fulfillhe thgnauiemenyt dlasiegree gugrant(he., ageastarpdegseq). The

goal - conpl eti on, deadl i nes and due dates , as,.requir.ed
D\SOEIRGRBBAIER TACBIE e o E9al-ceptaienp deAaas e B8 dates
Cegs&e{di&atu}»qﬁe ReflHbstRmBRAihoswRr y page. The 20 ~

certificatiion requirements shown on this page are
gener at®. haskavoa Certifmationt Roquirenrent emuwey pigs- The

cssrtiegtipagraaerens shevs Pr tspfiSieed Bt RER Bl bR frohifion
" ReGH {LTRA CorpHaREY ﬁutﬁ&‘ﬁ%/ IpfdTiled) OMEs paie: diloatsehe uk to review

certification, the type of certification, the year tﬂe
usthe centi€ichtim reqeiremdrits A SRaquirramenh SRRyt seetign shows the state
needed.to,.re-certif || t :
e Bk e DSl RS e U8 IR it e

MERHNE R B MinitsS neddddes i cafify, univeR as tietdverdagpofat rectification.
measures, such as hours or credits, may _be ysed to

t r Widile tle eartifieadion gRalgpeasremest SR {Eps 3 3‘3@’5& otaer goal

T L

of the Nsefatedldboing0as satute of the invention allows the planner to refine
the certification plan based on needs and preferences of the user. If necessary, the
Certification Requirement Summary page provides links that allows the system of
the present invention to assess needs and preferences of the user, for example at
another site. Such professional assessment information can pinpoint a user’s areas

of weakness, strength or interest. Based on such assessment information, the
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that allows the systemof 30 the present invention to
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anot her site. Such professional assessnent
gﬁﬁé}p& stéizP 'tﬂeoéUag fo?uéé? %émﬁc%cﬁlaSAs flch\@RKB&SRay use
reng of I nterest ased on such assessment
i raf“NeedﬁAssessmdmé’ Lidi8to\iee s Ot @éreagdpPaThgdrbd of eBis78L, for
pl anner may. cust n1ze tHSﬁ oal s f.or user

c ExEpplecyf eking toils designe SESSPCASPIfrs e " Needs
Assess LP (1RGEERAL fkEntRh NSt ml@fﬁlﬁlanﬂleﬁ‘f t6 (ke into
field c@ﬁgﬁagﬁ%s for exanple, by tas.kl ng tests

d esugmeebmﬁcaamae:sahis tﬁmrl’exa@plts formmiy kel equasest etehEIG.

presen nyenti o L) apner .t

D8 St CebtemoreGstiin TEE A 21y S0 otieh b B g8 aBoctnt al

p %E(‘/ﬂ Qs hotihiddee 'Th@sgéﬁg%%&lcl%tlﬁ er infdamatid@rdgarding completed, in-
rtification Credit” link that allows the systemto

t pkegresstand plrnoedhactiities and dheiviyee (9B SEpEgte §OUTSHOTHIpR:

| t f t.i L
e AL S AP e i
g rré’(iﬂﬁﬁttﬁe G £ S EnteD e BRasureaitdoeneh acttity, k. ,Hhe¢ nwmper of
a

qualify for certification credit. The planner can al so
1 Ghopsqunit, @ credity samed &rdbg erlofeewev‘fé@ﬁw% SRBYPrPFFmS

such actlv y e
crEgF e arlhe ?reﬂt étgﬁrt of'e gﬁe(ﬁ‘feftngq? f"?‘.’nta*yi% Eélil }1}%{:
S QIbfeRNiGHa acthvityateditmas inchdiciarcodivérbien datile Whnietthe pserioan

page requesting informtion on r of ess onal

aconyart gnecset af mepmyemnet o gothere E‘E‘S@P B IQPAb oV apanot yet
the ﬁﬁgﬂe Fl?erhs COMVERTcaRM8at R acBlitRARUYTEHRE orltRing planned
anot ﬁ professional activity has not yet 15

been ddnanothlaﬁem‘sc&hmenm thersdstemteaablh&thetuﬁer tadrangfery is

i n-progr.ess Qqr bein d. nothe Q

| rers St e ers os O P G0EFOD gui PR OB SthgE R AR

cr Hﬁ” fiROMRREnE %Eés' th 'h%ﬁéfbloé}e(ﬁﬂédiﬁéd f¥mtoiRpt&€ficatidn
ransfer Credit" link allows the uses to transfer

c mlmmtyewbﬁeabpﬂlecbm eamtfitrsion cequitefrientstandhe othgr pafifieafiong

plied to cer t|f|c ion requi
e rRRRLE oo e BT el SHBS ol st
arLanderent sthRkashgsmecan transfer cr edl ts earned in
one st ate to another. Once theNljgl anner recei

user s Qewdbe pasBeTALTAYCS AUSEY § %‘Etf?*%‘fﬁss@}eé‘ald ﬂl%??alparcfedl’f
it Jr fer.inf o] ' :
6o R gt ot P Bl s ) 4B i sequirements

t h&o@ﬁiﬂgw toC@dniefife greaksificatidrigdald to f’alfﬁl the cértifficatiin on

25 requirenents. The planner can generate

cerefiif¢rgents.on goal s based on defined priority

paranet gy s 1a1’1:19e[i c%if g%ﬁe cGREE A nGRb1sHAsECHHEERITR Pridrif)

an aut hot X
parameters. F or example certification requirements of an authority may take

precedence over Needs Assessment and/or Certification Credit, when generating
certification goals. Alternatively, temporary or ad hoc certification initiatives of
the certification authority may have lower priority than more permanent and
standard certification requirements, but higher priority than the Needs Assessment

and/or Certification Credit. Under this embodiment of the invention, the planner
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precedence over Needs Assessnent and/or Certification
Credit, when generating certification goals.
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initiatives of 30 the certification authority nay have

! %@ﬁér RE LQHIRE SRRl BA:E] B ESRTRE PrioARFparShaRekahek relate to the
c tI?I cation requirenments, but highér priority than

t lertifieetion “gsieenemn bf ofithd centificetan dutleatty.on Credit.

Under this e di.pent of the invention, the planner

-14 mPiWngg‘ikfggi‘-‘&H US2003/ 036782 gener at es

certi f igjaliQlcca@tses BasaRgQBrtIRbi AL oM. i G, 118 shows an
paranmeters that relate to the certification

r eqempmeQesifichtiaf Plapecr pege thet dlaysdhe user hopelesf the goals for

ST o o SR PR e H Ry SO MR RS IR goats
Cayith EdrebdrndIoanness thadecilitad achidvingstht lgealsser to

select the goals for .creating the certificatian ﬁ%an.
The pl dnles oxmpbrs ésoihicaien Plaaciaee Shwain bt ddale user can
W th correspondi r ; Lo
PR O AR5t A P MR
s hanbdsd bh e ckRifidation uapiremants of teomeharityjuTheuser can select
courses_that have been associated wth a_generated. .
cethe raqnized pHses Y TYEInfRE fog 6% ppBlec Y PP gt grrtification
e def g?%égﬁ’e&fntstﬁ?ioﬂy Al i¥n and BnkSRE0GABd $8theGth Eb\Ese
require urses by marking a box, for exanple. As

s hawhe listhincGeling dducsettitten thePhsiitutéom pegpotipg dwaousse, course

vari ous infowmtl nan%l'nksasoc.i te vvfthecrln
cdgFEY (ev_gn oplige, [videp, 05 il (ﬂoﬂﬁe?ﬁfp@go PYPaary ﬁgc‘
' na%lhitfoﬂ%fﬁll‘?& RERRRALH AG t&lﬁﬁ% ARUIs&R cotRYS. SE shd0d BBhoted that

(e.g., I ne, video, or other), course
d emanilgingmolisenisgnst one egamply of ersifidatianagpalsghataaay be

i nfornmation for taki the.listed courses... |t I

A RCTR O 90 L OS] PSS SRU ST sl R e

of exafipldslih@add KA 280t Sintiflto F@pirey thPeGentad altest] peeform an
user in the Certification Planner page. As stated

befctreompiatihe egres diprws forei didle but are not linmited to

e, 5B P RSP St
Oﬁ;ﬁlﬁﬂl by §@$dtﬁl@ ik an gie ala%eoiahlls ounsifit4téontgoats that are elbe
t € certg | catl_on . plan sel ect i“ng on Q. nore or,
al inclyfled inthe eertifieationtnlem %@ﬂ!%m RAPULR I gy Is associated

il Evcx:/l g%c% l.i)s?edt J&%rs%%ﬁl%kglgc@% iugf%it(? Lrﬁﬂlde%ﬁle _%P DWe sdectédlourses

OX 1S associ each listed course
al inané egtitibeionpan byomarkitg ite bore ltahowd metesghagdhedser may or

courses in the certification pla mar ki ng, t.he. box.
| t M3y 8ol ke TREHiERd to MYFChAR? GRYLTS THYKS Egrzlg?qwnﬁ‘&f‘e‘igl ihe

re .'f@agih 1 urchase a course in order for it to be
in%Hﬁée 0|%t e certification plan.

As explained above, the certification goal list may be generated based on

priority filters. In the Certification Planner page illustrated in FIG. 13, for
example, the courses are listed based on state requirements, state initiatives, and
assessment information, with state requirements having the highest priority and

assessment information having the lowest priority.
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As expl ai ned above, the certification goal |ist may be
generated based on priority filters. In the
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exanpl e, the courses are |isted based on state
requi r efeatking Sentificativnt Plahi ves, and 30 assessnent

informatjon, Wth state requirenents having the

hi ghest {’Bﬁﬂéﬂmwaﬁf&n Fewg grtificatien Wegkepnageathatmyesents
t NehelsorBISl caMiifRAtidLY. t g -

PCT/ US3003/ 036 782 - 51 ac ?\r%)e AR R G hser spermonatiasd 1

i | ¢artifieation goalplexmteimas 9f ©ardes fliac adddan benslekedr f2G8cation.

th resent t. |l ected certification goals that

b Sh B ilhRes o s BBl S8 g s Siscpoleeidqonrseadvone the
O@drtifid 28i0n igdall RIdH :

o o b A A8 plte (Rebct i P Gllwion

selthG-dA. Pmather pestionoff hes@drifcativnFarr paps indicataghdweany units

o A A R S Sl
of professaidt dohiplétbd. O thisafay @S abB gt FAAR stra@ﬂgfﬁ gﬁ?ﬁgaﬁon for

units are needed, certification due date,
nUiPBEeted coipass atdhdowshew may meitspiranged tn achievgcatficai,

conpl et . hj e .page. pr.ovi des trackin

it or ot R el g <Y oL A RRST SRS bR
nEyspensive tampunetding o delogiptetioalofiohé 6AfoR selectable
Acco}rjdlp ly, tgoe system of the jnvention includes a

t r°5E lé:ralg%é‘?al?' I updaiingfle yeer certifigpiian plen.atDapgndiog uhen user’s
cqﬂpér@ i PRE Haol 8 l. ertif] e}

goal 3 %Sos?ﬁ%%fg}a\tl ngg{%e ug%geetigggt%l%giugg{d%%o 'ﬁﬁdﬁ%aﬁle plin. As

Depenwdim5lGipdnsameof the sgeagd esmsstapé Wstiallyhaalkb@ ek ek Plan.”
in order to update the plan.

h th t gt As
T R b B S B o b o
| mCohlldtyd TRtk 6keR Broghdysdd viith the cylﬁlcgfj%ﬁ%%b can update

the status by changing the status to gress" or
" Conpl dihedrackes can spdate themedficetiseplanibbiedt diea user input or a

certification plan., The tracker can update the . )
c Eobiupdfipieo AfiBh the s ¥ oA sy ot prBED PRl in updating the
NeRtusSATthd dtPtificatifh pEHC For ERAnME SF cOMY1 & gig?ﬁ’ ’%cﬂtgg ub& to

given control in updating the 720 status
c 8pdate thepertificapipanlanfegr oe fzangrineshedlf the SEbmpleted” lgixvedier

t : t.0 e the certifi.cation pl.an, her or
A RE AR R BIE uPR, E S Bt BB ERpn g wrier
aapdassitle aerti€icitidn flad baed @R@ker idfutS U Mothd AMddiment, the
enbadi nent, the tracker updates the certification

p G S dsEe the eprtifisplian plamavpmatieallyebassdionstatys infoemation

t Lfi i.on plan .
AL REEl R HARLE APECEEIL kb SRk BR Beohs e arhiewmpstor
f poentificaton: goméby tHearsere XediRkample, &nédutitidrdinsGRItbh CHB

nt of a certification goal by the user.

t he achi eve,
FB’EOVéf?aSFFﬁ?Selg?OéWaB%Q@F FEms thesiser bas commletad a course required

for achieving a certification goal. Either way, progress towards completing

certification goals can be tracked based on input relating to completion or

otherwise achievement of one or more of certification goals for updating the user

certification plan.
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provide status information that confirnms the user has
conpleted a course required for achieving a

w@egosioéa2cat i on goal . Either way, progress towaPdBUS2003/036782

conpleting certification goals can be tracked based

on i npuin amitixtrientdotionanhé GhilRP tidfisndts QAR W B8 user in

achi evement gf one &é‘*rmre of certification goals for
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d Ce f Pl Usi
RN A0l SRR S il
u pxéﬁtfﬁ:aﬁbn g@ztlh eTHé §R1FRE bfdéessrl%nfgqﬁ{: t‘{I ﬁg Ip e{ﬁ” ng Sapbe

for ﬁxarrple addi n del eti ng cert |ca

Ty Ed ;mgocgfn@@éiggp t gsqigattah@uﬂidpdgttlﬁa d?ltmmcerhﬁﬁzitl&ﬁ}ﬂan

b date .t hose that are

5l SRR AESHITRIRNS LB SRE AL epmen

t Risk aHpws ttlmimbr g alOstpsRERs heedd M e RId JAKRINESIS

Az,%atgs 4| nk allows the user to take steps assess
19 0{1 fr&edit dimk ablows tarsiseoto enter centfibati@ectediti gat i on

Cr« to enter certificatian

o ggll*t{ﬁcaﬁdn{%ggxl %ngctéﬁgﬁ§ S user 19 a. crpetﬁi cegpﬁ%%ontm%n to the

usetificaticn auﬂuattecﬂowpfdvﬁl O(aﬁdeCdibpﬂiv%ﬂ the sdiéin Rres approval
CErfglflcatl n aut, hof&f‘f‘% for approval. Once approvgg
WARORD Lhegsge's val information in the user's
profil @er@aﬁ(fnlﬁggohp&sResour ces Certification
resources are associated with certification goals.

Al t hou@ﬁmfmtlornmemsweye associetet] vath eureficiohigbhBaWI@Bugh
ﬁostql%gé:garof th 6 Sane Or“.gl fferent type 20 may be
assocr at e’ Wrthghengse ?%IOEé?SPqu@iﬁh%?&n@daldsfferEMtype

exanpk essodiac@rwi b hours of
eduggt [ f)srolala cr eldl t&aérfalg&e%@gsﬁs}%%@g@%p chgr [ygble, a

atios goel reauirisgd 5 thhars ofegudationa lcestit, malyhe aSRRRL with
d t.p onal |nt|I ernatively,
5&&@{ ‘Z%El.t ?g‘#é%tth%%?%% et i f‘%sﬂ%%/%éléfs%r pitchbonabf
cinstitation. AradhieelyRues fdhirers
of the present i nﬁntl oeﬁ geS %g]g@%é%sﬁlghcfegrbw ?Bgﬂon of
r QYEGP-der e iatarish semiersy aise dhosysiem of thief present Memitﬁi

1ﬁElHHes 4&%1ﬁ5aﬁ%hqgs§)uﬁ% gﬁer ﬂla?ﬁésteh fohcf ctzel:rggcatmn goal input

resou
the prov1des ass001ated certification resources.

Certification resources comprise courses, programs, sessions, seminars,
audio or video lectures, books, tests, forms, etc. A course comprises one or more
lectures relating to a subject in the field of endeavor. A program is a series of
courses constituting a curriculum. A program can be degreed or non-degreed.

The course or program may be live or self-paced taken on-line or off-line. Thus,
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Certification resources conprise courses, prograns,
sessions, semnars, audio or video |ectures, books,
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| ectures relating to a subject in the field of
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a user can use the tracker to u k8

ramns,
P??spgréfafpy Ml@n%cerip:ﬁ@tlon goglh.olwsother mxﬁampﬂs,atﬂly certification

c istration page the user can
S?é’ta{séh? B o R o B Sy o o1 e st cesTe,

n@owsm-joaéddrleaﬁmgq#bg@m(}&réthéﬂ hiddib w%'u%fm 0L RS
i ns the certification goals can %

var 66 ogllg?é‘ﬁ’@éth%ﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁﬁgl@?m a Vi deo cour se

pr ogr amrGa ram_ or ot her .

medi a for rr%a? | eerfX e%/\}ﬁ ﬂdcszgfﬁ&%nele 8?)?%3%&3}’&5’81?“!‘” various

uéliﬂlﬁ@'fot the upﬁrélsast nilowrfueadctsing VakiGus ABoEBONSTIRIDage include a

ﬁﬁRlPa%QQ er i—br{glpgaﬁrﬁ Thi s page provides ‘various

KLEPE £RE i Pigsents ysws peneress sumsiany of eariificegion

I @418l A€y P Pag P ection

vvlg ich pr esent s use?llgwg{rﬁggl‘rg%@g ag%s?ﬁle Ce gﬁﬁcasﬁon Plather page

c é@ﬂcrlbectm qognectgmaw@ FIG. "INy ARbogitiie liSeflKorﬁé bavsintiBe s Alert
nner page escribed in

t he rtification Pl
cger?ﬁélg Hr‘m"ﬁ" ﬁt’(ﬁf catjon alﬂf‘%@ ¢ W¥Tuser home page
mcludAsﬁaﬂéﬁJﬁﬁé #8 nidficatio
alorts to the ooer gkésexgtlﬁ\tﬁh ggﬁ]}}%‘gg?%ﬁ Il ’3 c%‘ﬂle
i hobalavesihe pear el é@r@rﬁr@rﬂpplyrfer gxaatstfmmm & het tiéHr A “Grant
a earch and rants from
P LRPL IR HORL e hsBEB ol b & o iy (Rhen £ giiapagt ahoven in
uEIé} 100 Aache®s, ik e ANbAE the @b sSRAK faae RN D

17. Asshovvn this page allows the t o searc
ffSFuleESFRI%Gd tpiibe texpHios higser hor o egfentesctifitiontdfehdis@nt as

S Tty M B T Bl B B o
a@(prlrgspmgilﬁg) i‘Appﬂg” tihkcallosr B uBsrabtp plly(f&r 5 3@9%@5%’5 49 o line.

" Appl V- allow the user to a for a
gr ant ’](:)1?’?11} lome page shown in FIG. 16 also prov1des links to news and

events directed to certification requirements, for example, news regarding state
certification in a professional field. This page, which can be personalized, gives
the user information concerning their profession and certification needs. In
addition, the user can obtain degree program materials that are related to

certification process so that they can fulfill requirements necessary for their
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The User Honme page shown in FIG 16 al so provides
links to news and events directed to certification

wo egaiexnent s, for exanple, news regardi ng st aP€r/us2003/036782
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certification in a professional field. This page,

WhP® pr@élﬁect)eerpﬁc%mn_@ﬂanz Alddigonadly, supPldmtpitas Bdading material
|n&§%gﬁkhon C ncernhq? their profession and

certrricat LBy deYgee o WekHaseon, the user can obtain
deqr e, ALGnSIEhEY bk e iRl Y EbahA T nb Syt a corification

certification process so t can

r eiheTEnEenresentatizs suay frivatd draiublic ibBtiOn200569893KR tracks
P y%%%gﬁ/936782 personal i zed certification plan.

Addi tiona Iryq,ulrgﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁseﬁi‘m%9 cabalae pepvidset iy dor obtaining

s uggefdation SorfR)ank @ ofta oM ' o th
pga%e.tma{i provi de | i ks %g)%glﬁg(ghdg% %‘@%H@P r?IWage

c &FTH1GaHgR pathority depaitingsyt, begsd esentaitisee or any private
or publyy&;k DSt i l.on. an ncy that tracks 5 _

c ea{) tif lﬁ vgg%l.é g%&‘l’r‘%&lﬂb?’g%?{‘?%gﬁ% Pésﬁgg%veeaﬁn hpecbasn desatibed
| iahkee, fittshooldt el imideig too e it ik 5 3talv@ !

[ nH)r ma(ii onl, for exanple, té%)giaapgﬁ%g@?getngéadoﬁg}; gf:example
cé y!, REaeY Bﬂlt%ttﬂnhél"ﬁw a)ﬁh@blfggd%l@dtsvomc?‘rthb mesent invention
CQR&iIE e odi nent s of the present

i nvent i oﬁbeh%g&gg}\é%&%%;%% Ogﬁ'deg%rhﬁzi,eXF’PPE’%EmBO‘B@IthS: but

uslierd inserad ke alefindoon I v ascbeRACOR RS ﬁ{aﬁﬁowﬁlg"ﬁﬁnﬁfand their

eégﬁgH%ﬁ 10 only, and not limtation. Thus, “the
breadt f8nd scope of the present invention should not

be limted by any of the above-described exenpl ary
enbodi ments, but should instead be defined only in
accordance with the following clains and their
equi val ents. -19 WD 2005/ 062278 PCT/ US2003/ 036782
What Is Clained Is: 1. A system accessible by a user
for planning and tracking certification, conprising:
pl anner that generates one or nore certification goals
based on a 5 user profile and an authority profile
associated with a certification authority, wherein
the planner is responsive to user selection of one or
nore of the generated certification goals for
creating a certification plan; and a tracker that
updates the certification plan in response to input
regardi ng achi evenent of the one or nore sel ected
certification goals. 10 2. The system of claim1,
wherein the certification plan relates to at | east on
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of certification, re-certification, |icensing,
re-licensing in a field of endeavor. 3. The system of
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field relating to ate | east one of education,

t edirdg Cloipidds! , engi neering, |legal, accounting,
and sports. 15 4. The systemof claim 1, wherein the
cellifi aadyisem bt by 2 GO} Snifk and ﬁ@(ﬁ&gg’@&tiﬁga’uaon
federal, governnment, state governnent, count ’
goV¥PPHERAE, | ocal governnent, nunicipal governnent,

public offici ivate official over.nnment al

agency, non- d)?)!\[/nél_re ﬁ{%ﬁ alllleragfégeor?&?f n}f’ﬁgf’?@%f:%&ni &%ﬁ B3ged ona
andsepprofdié and asithetity Profild assbbRteawpiieMttifchtdinuthority,
Whekgrlgn Elhe pl anner is responsive to at |east one of
20VRErEHstha olanaes Kespamsivederuser selastipo Af @resatimore of the generated
I NEQEFBI f ting. rtifjication. 6. The

syst elzm ofoggogflg%Olgﬁgﬁngrae{é%ﬁﬁ%gm%%g 1h%I}d IS responsive

to certificasiracker draedpdatdsitae séreificdtioarplanmiBgionse to input
certification authority for generating the

c FERIEAT I emgYAt shoxaperr mors selpeted pettificasioa goals,
wher ei TG sthPEKkintP e‘?éinttﬁkecegt?ﬁéa;tigg g)gatnlnrgf%’geglétg Et least on

based on at” | east one of a user 1npu
i fertifgatiohgesydifieatiar, lictming, ts-livdneingiin atfer] ¢ ABS/or.

U b d certificati |'s based
brione. DI WO e/ cttereh el PEmRdReLSToPrpges a feld
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further including a certification resour gen
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7. The system of claim 1, wherein the tracker updates the certification plan
based on at least one of a user input and non-user input.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the planner prioritizes the generated
certification goals based on one or more certification requirements of the
certification authority.

9. The system of claim 1 further including a certification resource generator

that associates at least one of the certification goals with at least one certification

resource.
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10 course and a sel f-paced course. 13. The system of
claim1, further including an on-line system

waewesei2d e by the wuser for at | east one recePWi/ngR003/036782
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ordering, and registering for a certification

gSOoUr Ge sg‘%emm%la'ﬁﬁslt falth Qi P@lh@l‘ng‘ajoertifmﬁﬁ@h FesbtiRe ﬁenerator

pI anner transnits the certification plan 15 to t

C ¢lidt bfsociatds anleasttdneoif the dectificappi goals Withst leppieonsyosttifipation
of claiml1, wherein the tracker transmts an e-mail to

t ReSOUE€r in connection with a certification goal. 16.

The, Sysith%@gﬁémcdf%!dﬁl]l WHRRSEIHE cbAFichi@CIetburdt esrhpridd e least
user regarding a certification goal deadline. 20 17.

Thee Y s tewsapredrainsebsibos seiminar] aveliulgriee: Aifegreqtisgea book, a
grantangofg{ul e accessible Dby the user to search for a
g rtSsht Mhe system of claim 1, wherein the on-line

gpgm rmgtébﬁeﬁl JFRWEm! 1N v HeERE hista forppl gonipisig & edscoracbf a
course, session, seminar, degree program, test, form, book, audio, and video.
12.  The system of claim 1, wherein the course comprises at least one of a live
course and a self-paced course.
13.  The system of claim 1further including an on-line system accessible by the
user for at least one receiving, ordering, and registering for a certification
resource.
14.  The system of claim 1, wherein the planner transmits the certification plan
to the certification authority for approval.
15.  The system of claim 1, wherein the tracker transmits an e-mail to the user
in connection with a certification goal.
16.  The system of claim 1, wherein the tracker alerts the user regarding a
certification goal deadline.
17.  The system of claim 1 further including an on-line grant module accessible
by the user to search for a grant.

18.  The system of claim 1, wherein the on-line grant module allows the user to

apply for a selected grant.
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