
A method for marking the defective side of a magnetic disk comprises the
step of applying a set of laser pulses to the defective side to form a mark
that is visible to the naked eye. Thus, disk drive manufacturers can
readily see whether one side of the disk is defective, and if so, which
side of the disk is defective. Thus, the disk drive manufacturer can
assemble a disk drive so as to use the functional side of the disk. The
laser marks are formed on the disk without generating particulate
contamination.    


