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Throughout the present specification by the
term ‘lower alkyl" is meant an alkyl group
_ contammg 1 to 4 carbon atoms.

" The compounds of Structure 1 can be pre-
by reacting a compound
(AS),C—-CHNO, with an oxidising agent, for
example hydrogen peroxide. This reaction can
be carried out in a solvent, for example acetic
acid.. Preferably ome equivalent of hydrogen
peroxide (i.e. sufficient to oxidise one lower
alkylthio group) is used as the oxidising agent.
Preferably when hydrogen peroxide is used
as the oxidising agent and when the reaction
is carried out in acetic acid the reaction xs

carried out at 60°C,

The compounds of Structure 1 can exist as
‘two geometrical isomers, i.e. in the “Z’ and

compound of Structure 1 in which A is methyl
can be separated by fractional crystallisation.
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EXAMPLE

l. - Methylsulphinyl ~ 1 - methylthm -2 -

nitroethylene

To a stirred solution in aoeuc acid (4,500
" ml) of 1,1 - bis - methylthio - 2 - pitroethylene
(165 g) at 60° was added over 15 minutes 30%
(100 volume) hydrogen peroxide (113 ml) and
the reaction mixture maintained, with stirring,
at 60° for 17 hours. Evaporatxon of the sol-
vent under reduced pressure gave a residue

~which was taken ‘;ﬁ in methylethylketone, re-
evaporated and finally crystallised from methyl-

- ethylketone to yield the title product as a

yellow solid m.p. 137—143°. Further purifica-
~tion yielded the “Z” and “B” isomers.
One of these had m.p. 145—148° and from

- the mother liquors the other isomer was ob-
tained after further working up and recrystal-

lisation from methylal had m.p. 90—93°.

Found:
’ C, 26.7; H,3.9; N,7.7; S,35.1%

7: 0382

requires: .
G, 26.5; H,39; N,7.7; S,354%
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