
METHOD FOR TREATING A TUBE OF A THERMAL                      CRACKING
FURNACE             The rate of formation of carbon on the surfaces of
thermal cracking tubes and the production of carbon monoxide during thermal
cracking of hydrocarbons are inhibited by the use of cracking tubes treated
with an antifoulant, including tin compound, silicon compound and sulfur
compounds in the presence of a reducing gas such as hydrogen. Additionally,
the concentration of carbon monoxide.in a pyrolytic cracking process
product stream is reduced by the treatment of the thermal cracking tubes of
such process with a reducing gas having a concentration of a sulfur
compound.    


