_“The present invention provides a nethod and | oad/unl oad structure for
. inplenentation in a disk drive, whereby debris is prevented from
accurul ati ng on the surface of an air bearing slg ==2F—By—novrmy t he
slider ABS across a stationary cleaning pad (61,|| 6HSSHEETHASBRENg(al |y
with the ranp structure (41) during |oading and {unl oafEREACED 3 1 flst
aspect of the invention, space at the_gdgsk perineter 15 used efficiently by
providing a stationary cleaning surface integral to the ranp structure. As
anot her aspSKIDER CLEANING METHODR: IAND ARPARATUS ROR DISKDRIVES WHH ng t he
slider across the stationary pad, e.g., at selected resonant frequencies,
to renove a |larger vol ume oLOMMUNLOAD VTECHNIOGY aspect of the
i nvention, baffling (93) may be provided in the disk drive interior to
channel tABSERACQIow generated by the disk (12) such that it is directed

over the cleaning pad in the direction of an air filter.
Thegpr%sent invention prov(lgdes a method and load/unload structure for

implementation in a disk drive, whereby debris is prevented from accumulating on the
surface of an air bearing slider (13) by moving the slider ABS across a stationary
cleaning pad (61, 61') formed integrally with the ramp structure (41) during loading and
unloading. As a first aspect of the invention, space at the disk perimeter is used
efficiently by providing a stationary cleaning surface integral to the ramp structure. As
another aspect of the invention, cleaning may be enhanced by dithering the slider across
the stationary pad, e.g., at selected resonant frequencies, to remove a larger -volume of
debris. As yet another aspect of the invention, baffling (93) may be provided in the disk
drive interior to channel the airflow generated by the disk (12) such that it is directed
over the cleaning pad in the direction of an air filter.
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