Process for the preparation of nmethyl formate Abstract The invention
rel ates toFK Bﬁégéss for the preparation of nmethyl formate by reacting

- met hanol with carbon nonoxide at a pressure of from0.5 to 10 MPa abs. and
a tenperature of from50 to 150[err]C in the presence of a netal al koxide
as catalyst in a reactor, in which a gas streamis withdrawn fromthe
reactor, entrained nethyl formate is renoved fromthis gas stream by

condensatign, and all _pr sone of ,the remainin as streamis returned to
the react o?r%%escsi rfgoﬁl 5{9? n%lieﬁ?agf?%a?r{ é‘f?d:hé.’llng‘é%“agtfs superficial velocity
of froml to 20 cms is set in at |east one region of the reactor in which
the gas fldastesy¥entially in one direction.
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The invention relates to a process for the preparation of methyl
formate by reacting methanol with carbon monoxide at a pressure
of from 0.5 to 10 MPa abs. and a temperature of from 50 to 150°C
in the presence of a metal alkoxide as catalyst in a reactor, in
10 which a gas stream ig withdrawn from the reactor, entrained
methyl formate is removed from this gas stream by condensation,
and all or some of the remaining gas stream is returned to the
reactor as circulating~gas stream and a mean gas superficial
velocity of from 1 to 20 cm/s is set in at least one region of
15 the reactor in which the gas flows essentially in one direction.
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