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is time-consuming and difficult since
the whole of the weeds should be removed, and
the latter is apt to prove expensive; both as a
result of the equipment required and fre-
quently: also because of the cost of a suitable
selective herbicide. The localised application of
a ‘herbicide to the weeds has the advantage

~ that less herbicide is required since it is applied

only where required, and that a non-selective
herbicide may be used ‘if the application is
effectively localised.

‘Despite the advantages conferred by the
Tocalised application of herbicide, the methods
50 far developed for this purpose are far from
satisfactory and the method has, - therefore,

been widely employed in the cultivation of .

crops. Thus; it has been. proposed to apply
herbicide to garden weeds by means of a glove
having absorbent gripping surfaces which are
dxpped into .and thus charged w1th a hqmd

[p,.,“ 25?1 o

user within the glove.

It will be apprecmted that the tetm glove is
used herein’in the broad sense of a covering
for the ‘hand, and that the front of the glove
is that side containing the palm. -

“The iisé of apparatus of the type described

75

above for the application of a herbicide over

extensive aréds provides a considerable saving
in time as compared: with previous methods;
as well as minimising spillage of the herbicide.
In order to avoid the build up of an excessive
quantity of liquid in the absorbent material
of the glove, which can lead to dripping of
liquid from the glove, the liquid is fed to the
glove in a-controlled manner, and this control
is preferably actuated by the user of the glove
through appropriate actuating means.

‘The present invention thus also comprises
a device for use in the apparatus described
above comprising a glove having absorbent
material on at least a part of the outer surface

85
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located in the. palm, for example: in that area
between the thumb and forefinger. It is of
course possible, if dCSIred, to-.use more,. than
one chamber. :

_ Convemently, the ﬂow of hqmd from the
reservoir through the passage means to the
chamber. may" be_controlled.. by .a . pressure
operated non-return: ‘valve which closes: when
pressure is.exerted-on it due to compression of
the .chamber and .opens whexn-this pressure is
released. This: valve: may be incorporated
either in: the glove itself, for example ‘at. the
entrance to the chamber, 'or merxe convemmtly

QM it is most convemently

"at some point in the passage -means, : for
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example - adjacent o its connection with the
glove.. Transfer of the liquid from the chamber
to the absorbent material may be. arranged in
various ways, for example the chamber'may be
provided with a slit or slits in its wall ad)acent
to the absorbent material, which are of a size
such that they remain closed when ithe chamber

use of & porous matenajl .or-of ‘a -non-con~
tinyous- ‘material- for the covering.- Thus a

he I nner. IMDSflgo

t%@t_mhqusldmnha@ absdrlerny | qui d
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further glove; for.example of cotton, or a piece - °

of ‘netting, for example of a.pldstics: material
such as ‘nylon, may be-used for this purpose.
Conveniently this cover; designed to take much
of :the. wear on:the. glove, indy be. detachable

from .the rest of the glove: so: that it may be T

replaced as necessary.

Various forms of paééage means m!ay be_

used -for supplying the liquid to- the glove, é6ne
convenient simple. form being provided by: a
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length. of tubing. .Xt. will be appreciated that =

although: more conveniently incorporated’ in

" the glove, .the means: for- actuating ‘¢ontrol .of

the: flow: of liquid may alternatively-bé incors

der eof ,
g

porated in the pasage means. Similarly;  the 125

control means: itself ' inay be located in thé
glove; or in-the Jpassage means; or.in bothr the
glove and the passage means.

The portable reservoir may take vanous
forms provided that it does not form an in-

130
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55 bindweed among vines; and shrubs and sap- use both with herbicides, for example for the
lings. It may be used with particular advantage treatment of parasitic weeds on the roots of
in the case of any crops from which weeds crops such as striga on maize and for the treat~- 120
are at present removed by hand, for example ment of weeds such as mistletoe on trees, and
for the treatment of wild and red rice among also with other liquids, for example for the
60 cultivated rice, especially where the weeds pro- application of insecticides to crops and of com-
ject above the main crop and are thus readily positions to the stumps of branches and trees.
visible. Furthermore, the device may be used in 125
Particular success has been met with in the various vetinary applications.
treatment of wild oats (Avena fatua and Avena The invention is illustrated by the accom-
65 ludoviciana), especially among temperate panying drawing and example.
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4 1,282, 002
4 In the Figure, which is diagranmmatic in EXAVPLE
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surface of the overglove 2 with the hand sanpl es.
75. ei ther clenched or open depending.on the type of surface to be treated.

5 1,282,002 [err] O 6 .
1, 282, 002 : 6 6 *
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1,282,002 6 _ 1,282,002 7 occurs in discrete ¢

portions, tRe Size of the neans and the fTow of Tiquid fromthe chanmber & .
portions being within the capacity of the to the absorbent material is
controlled by a material through which the liquid can be ex- second A
pressure responsive neans, the first pressed by pressure exerted by the "
hand of neans openi ng on expamsion of the chanber 5 the user within the
gl ove. and cl osing on conpression of the chanber 70 4. A
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reservoir to the absorbent material of the glove 14. A device according to
any of clains 4 beneath the outer surface thereof, said device to 13,
wherein the abhsorhent material is of a havi ng. nmeans oper abl e by t he user of
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to whlch the liquid is supplied
through the passage means and from which
the liquid is discharged into the absorbent
material.

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein
the chamber is resiliently compressible and is
located so that charging and discharging there-

of, respectively, can be effected on expansion -

and compression of the chamber by the hand
of the user within the glove.

10. A device according to claim 9, wherein
the chamber is located in the palm of the
glove beneath the absorbent surface and has a
liquid capacity no greater than that of the
absorbent material through which liquid can be
expressed by pressure exerted by the hand
of the user within the glove.

11. A device according to claim 8, 9 or 10,
wherein the flow of the liquid to the cham-
ber is controlled by a first pressure responsive

to 3 or 20 to 22 for manually applying herbi-
cide to weeds, wherein the reservoir contains
herbicide.

24. A method for the apphcauon of a liquid
to a plant substantially without spillage thereof
which comprises applying the liquid to the sur-
face of the plant by wiping with a glove
having absorbent material on at least a part
of the outer surface of the front thereof and
liquid impervious material for separating the
absorbent material from the hand of the user
within the glove, and which is connected with
a portable reservoir for the liquid which does
not form an integral part of the glove, the
flow of liquid from the reservoir being sup-
plied to the absorbent material beneath the
outer surface thereof and the liquid being
expressed through the absorbent material on
to its outer surface by of the hand
of the user within the glove, said flow being
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10. A device according to claim9, wherein absorbent material fromthe
hand of the user the chanber is located in the palmof the wthin the
gl ove, and which is conneeted-wth gl ove beneath the absorbent surface and

has a a portable reservoir for the Irgurd whi ch does Tiquid Tapacity—hre
greater than that of the not forman integral part of the gl ove, the:60
absorbent material through which liquid can be flow of liquid frqmthe
reservoir being sup- 125 expressed by pressure exerted by the hand  pffjed
to the absorbeht. material beneath the of régg,rﬁe)qfser withinm the gl ove.
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