/A process and an apparatus for producing terephthalic acid
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' supplyirig_ paraxylene and a molecular oxygen-

containing gas to the oxidizing reactor connected to a
distillation column having at the lower part thereof a
solid mai:ter collecting tréy consisting of a perforated
ripple plate and, above it; a packed bed and further,
above it, a liquid distribution ti:ay, in order to cause
oxidation of the paraxylene in a solvent based on
acetic acid in the presence of a catalyst to form
terephthalic acid,

introduc:'_.ng' the oxidétion exhaust gas into the
distillation column and collecting' finely dispersed
solid matters by means of thé solid matter. collecting
tray, and

effecting distillation of substances contgined
in the oxidation exhaust gas through the packed bed,
while removing heat and water out of the distillation
column and recirculating the separated paraxylene and .

acet'ic acid to the oxidizing reactor.
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