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© FIG. 1 

i-H (57) Abstract: In one embodiment, the invention is to a process for producing a water stream comprising the steps of hydrogenat-
© ing acetic acid to form a crude ethanol product and separating at least a portion of the crude ethanol product in at least one column 
CJ of a plurality of columns into a distillate comprising ethanol and a residue comprising the water stream. The water stream prefer-
Q ably is essentially free of organic impurities other than acetic acid and ethanol. 
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