
An iron/copper composite powder for powder metallurgy
comprising a copper-coated iron powder as a major
component. The composite powder comprises a
copper-coated iron powder or a powder mixture of a
copper-coated iron powder and an electrolytic copper
powder, and is characterized by having a copper
content of 45-70 wt.%, apparent density of 2.2 g/cm3
or higher, and fluidity of 25 s/50 g or lower. Also
provided is a process for producing an iron/copper
composite powder for powder metallurgy comprising a
copper-coated iron powder as a major component,
characterized by plating an iron powder with copper,
sintering this copper-coated iron powder alone having
a copper content of 45-70 wt.% or a mixture prepared
by mixing the copper-coated iron powder with an
electrolytic copper powder so as to result in a copper
content of 45-70 wt.%, and pulverizing the sinter. By
the process for producing a raw powder for powder
metallurgy which comprises copper-coated iron as a
major component and is for use in producing, e.g., a
sintered oil-impregnated bearing, a raw sintering
powder is obtained which is improved in flowability
and apparent density and in sinter properties
including ring compression strength. A cost reduction
is also attained. 


