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(54) Title: RETRIEVAL METHOD FOR OPPOSED SLIP TYPE PACKERS

(57) Abstract: A method is provided which releases and retrieves an opposed slip downhole tool by reducing the compressive
forces on the sealing elements prior to unsetting the slip assemblies. Further, the method does so without damaging the slip assem-
blies. The method provides for the retrieval of the entire downhole tool including all of its component parts, requiring but a single
trip within the wellbore. When the tool is to be retrieved, the sealing element is disengaged from the casing by relaxing the com-
pression forces on the sealing element. Then the slip assemblies are disengaged from the casing such that the slip assemblies are
no longer in gripping engagement with the casing. The tool is then retrieved from the wellbore. The step of disengaging the seal-
ing assembly can be performed by radially contracting the sealing element with or without longitudinally expanding the sealing el-
ement.



