An access system (10) and net hod provi de. interactive access @
I nformati on e, such ssrioh ERTH IORGANIEAZION et Wor ke (e
system suchgagﬁg tel evi si on di str; 'ﬂT"?"S‘r?“@?stem (11). Each user2PAO G/~ 6
t el eviINTERNATEINAL APPIICATION BHBbISHEM@ER tI'HE PATENT {CQORERATKGN TREATY (PCT)
s {06 Al FRL Clasliil ©Y_SENI 10 TSy b AL BB b? T 3 WF90A9S3
ween a tel evision

(22) t server (38) whid ace
negwo " ﬁ“‘ﬁﬁﬁg d (34) and an Int errg‘f S@S)\m&ﬁauaraowwarm(da{iP) ( @arch ib® (25.03.99)

heéd d-servear rmnangc a—rternd N Ay ociioat F PPN Sl NP SR RN
aen

K " rifoat |‘tﬁf3/

||||.\,|||\,|. | ||u|||uu.|u||‘l\,qu\,ol.o rrurimoTre LCIIIIIIOIIJ

by 0 e, Wfd.S toO 3 §h) D&fgfdiodisiths:t 1S AMEAY Q2! 94 BB, BG, BR BY,
ot é@ﬁ&?‘."‘g‘#’“?ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ#‘?ﬁﬁq B B D s, 5O, IR, BY.

t 0 |tfaeinkeatbasi FilisePater \WSiSedemkar $498 (15.0%8k| of t KB KGeKIKRHZLE, %gd@sl-ﬁ , A LV, MD, MG,

information by means of terninal identifficat}nMiyMHeME NO. E}%;g ég}gﬁl&d
wit ﬁ Hfgvest. The headend server ajl so nm,%ﬁ'ﬁlp;@t aTPiech K, ES, FI, FR,
| ntjerneteg §1®\MS€F apmé seprkieO0® (5HY7)acts Ve at GBJGR, 16, MEBU,IMC, NIy E),L0M@! patint (BF,
terlm nal requesti ng I nt ernet access canf be i Bin€8i G &1 M, Ghe GRS ML, MR, NE, SN,

| SR t hrough one G t\f 08 pli cEiT¥hs. Each of the downstream

tel é'(/‘?é? %u Qﬁ%l é rg@f' synchroni zation signal that is

pr gf erab yzocw@;\ yed to gener ate a m gbish@nal for synchroni zi ng upstream

trgnsm ssion of the dat ami)acket S corrprl Si ng WhleimiemdﬁevramthMMeqmest s from

t hd Gk dLEE, Jae, Hea, Edw 2520 S. Oriole Drive, Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
M%en?{em, PA 19020 (US). HERZIG, Harold, E., 27 claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of

Old New Road, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852 (US). amendments.

BAUMAN, Bruce, D.; 356 Ericson Court, Mount Laurel,

NJ 08054 (US). BOOTH, Richard, L.; 528 Wyndam Road,

Teaneck, NJ 07666 (US). AUGENBRAUN, Joseph, E.; 32

Cuyler Road, Princeton, NJ 08540 (US).

(74) Agents: BLAKE, William, A. et al.; Jones, Tullar & Cooper,
P.C., P.O. Box 2266 Eads Station, Arlington, VA 22202
(US).

(54) Title: ACCESS SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING INTERACTIVE ACCESS TO AN INFORMATION SOURCE
THROUGH A NETWORKED DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

(57) Abstract

An access system (10) and method provide interactive access \IDEO %NET SULNG
to an information source, such as the Internet, through a networked PROGRAMMING PROVIDER INTERFACE
distribution system, such as a television distribution system (11). Each
user in the television distribution system can access the Internet through - -
an associated terminal (54) by sending commands through an upstream
channel (22) to a headend server (38) which is interfaced between a
television network headend (34) and an Internet Service Provider (ISP)
(60). The headend server manages all Internet information requests 3 ' csu/osu 2
from the terminals by forwarding the requests to the ISP and receiving \

the requested information therefrom. An Internet Protocol (IP) address

is assigned only to the headend server which keeps track of the (33 ROUTER

terminals requesting information by means of terminal identification B4
numbers or codes associated with each request. The headend server 11 CABLE
also maintains a plurality of Internet browser applications (75) active - HEADEND “s%?fg‘o
at all times to insure that a terminal requesting Internet access can be EQUIPMENT
immediately interfaced to the ISP through one of the active browser CABLE HEADEND
applications, Each of the downstream television signals includes a 2 b-m =7t
vertical synchronization signal that is preferably employed to generate
a framing signal for synchronizing upstream transmission of the data CABLE TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION NETWORK
packets comprising the information requests from the terminals.
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