NOVEL COPOLYMER ABSTRACT The present invention provides a nove
copol yner useful as a dispersing agent for a pignent or the |ike. The novel
copol ymer contains a block chain (A) consisting of a polynmer conprising at

| east one repeating unit selected fromthe group consisting of a repeating
unit having a tertiary am no ggeupr,andpdrv@peati ng unit having a quaternary

ammoni um base;
repeating unit

and a bl ock chain (B) consisting of a copolyner conprising a
havi ng a pol yoxyal kyl ene chain and a repeating unit having

an acidic group. The at |east one repeating unit selected fromthe group
consisting of a repeating unit haffBRfR%Tertiary am no group and a

repeating unit
repeating unit

havi ng a quaternary anmoni um base is, for exanple, a
represented by the following forrmula (I1), and the repeating

unit having a ped yoxyerkylieRenehahnpiksyvifos £xample, cébJigReal iRG runi t
represented by the followng fornula (111):
as a dispersing agent for a pigment or the like. The novel

copolymer contains a block chain (A) consisting of a polymer

comprising at least one repeating unit selected from the

group consisting of a repeating unit having a tertiary amino
group and a repeating unit having a gquaternary ammonium base;
and a block chain (B) consisting of a copolymer comprising a
repeating unit having a polyoxyalkylene chain and a repeating
unit having an acidic group. The at least one repeating unit

selected from the group consisting of a repeating unit having

a tertiary amino group and a repeating unit having a

quaternary ammonium base 1is, for example, a repeating unit

represented by the following formula (II), and the repeating

unit having a polyoxyalkylene chain is, for example, a

repeating unit represented by the following formula (III):
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