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Easy- Openi ng Reusabl e Envel opes The invention relates to
easy-openi ng reusabl e envel opes, and particularly to such envel opes ~
made from paperCd¥o84: q. Easy- openi ng envel opesP&k40%

whi ch conprise a plastics strip adhered to B- the inside of the envelope
al ong one of the foldlines thereof. One or nore perforations are
provided in the material of the envel ope at one end of the plastics strip
to allow the user to tear Basy-OpeningReusablgknvelopessp one end of

the plastics strip. ThphePinRédtionSrelates to Thiyldpehitig rBRabIR Wnb@6pes OaRS pdrcdlfH to
al ong one of the fgldllnes of. the envel ope, thus opening t he envel ope

and al | owi ng i t s ¥BFPEFIORES madp rompanet.of card, Reusabl e envel opes
wi t h- whi ch the invent iEasyiopening)crvetnpes atel kmown Whichseongpaise @rplastics st(ip ladhered to

sender) to sepnd thagnsdw/se 169 enopa i lonR o tHe TUIINAY thétest. SOOHNMORPEABratibhe
receiver), who is_able tcf' apen h_h.e ?e)ﬂéel o‘pgi e{am r}ﬁ trbg éont ent.s, |ﬂsert
new tontents, 2 FRAde] intie mashia] ofthe enisiore af one el U, Y EpETIB A AlIPR LR n
journey to the sesstée feapithe envelope i order ¢ brasp anRierkef the Plastics strip. ThRqastitd e
envel opes are al gapkdheR phfledMd fho RAL aBhg bRCofl theRiditRs beiks %ﬁéi@ef el opening

t he envel ope is IhooseI%Esaﬁ@%led.by two or three gu spots in a closed

posi tion, under theenvl Opigds COPtet &0 RhiFEIO ffg] and al so provided with
a noi st enabl eo adhesi veRdusable envelapes with iwiych the irfvengion ¥\eencetred alowel figsepérson

received, the reggd ‘@&deh)Stc2ir@ e AEBKe LRGNIMWard jousRYt D Mb&Rd ! e8! dhe
secure the reuse fI.ag e cont { of th envel ope

r)ln ord;ﬁ)r Fo renove tlh en ﬁ the.20 :
before noi st eni nFERE) MBS 15TPAS [0:OPSA A T EIORT: FXPRUE ARG CRRIGNE, ISER, DEW PRIENES,,
t he out er stes¢xhdee giivelape, arshrenparthe enfeldph onenvesirogeurney to the sender, or to
However, such a gausathéreadansel ope suffers fromthe di sadvantage that the
gum spots often n royi de a particularly secure closure for_the
Jouse t1apofthe - et Pirelopts e AGrCoRE BRI onibe e aespel B o
for the gum spot thetepveioprals, loesaly feoure@ By wheor et gninsspofs in eclensd pbgifien.tundbe
Iostl- It {s al Sotlﬁoxi%?ﬂ Bh&]f({rrm&aﬁpﬁwﬁetﬁgnwatsb prB@ided xxllimcﬁf}ﬁcﬁftélfaﬁﬁf adteSive tfor
envel ope to occur. L rty,hreaks € gum spot s oaks .a e. contents
of ' the” envel ope. Eiteroe b e SateiepePh BRcPBi dno 18RV EroR e SRR R Hun
spots, the spotse Whioh  Ipbsalh sseamey dho peusereliapnist otgler Anvaemovendiie eantensonf dbit s

of the envel gpe barRpPSfore moistéBAPME @hbistérable adfksive and resealing ke feG3CMp 91the
seeks to provide ot h reusabl e and easy- openi ng,

an eﬁel o&% whi ch gsf
and whi ch provi dRETSUEH AL G LY RAnL P NG SRYYOR esi st ance than the prior art
reusabl e envel opes deddeweyst sublyeacusable envelope suffersdeonr de digadvantage thahtherauimon

there is provi deghofy ofR@S Yo ORR NProdidé eUpaBL@aBN ¢&updRlosure fof Qhe Wale i flhpabn the
outward j our ney frg}g}d[aj sende recejve

to a fol l. a return. journey. 35
Promthe rocer e PRI IRETRERh b tafelin iy thuy SsuPEGRr Y el ol Bl Rbor
conprising a2fir e conentspeintie, enyelope éndie dostel It iarmisoapaseibisefor |apperingewitle ik
flap bfe: ng ﬁ Onhe%xﬁﬁ#@& théenveldps to E@GELH a partyéﬂrﬁkg th g $plotsf @okld atfe c&r?g?nts
reuse flap havin out er. edge e_reus ap conpr.i si a first
attachment porti gfnﬂ\‘eoén%ggggia@ %‘gg"&u lé’efet%'gs gﬁr'ief'i% ﬁﬂ’e 8'3Fv¥gg'dg']'r8u§pﬂgy, )
receiver of the envelope may not be aware that the contents of the envelope have been
tampered with.
30 The invention seeks to provide an envelope which is both reusable and easy-

opening, and which provides a higher degree of tamper resistance than the prior art
reusable envelopes described above.

According to the invention there is provided an easy-opening reusable envelope

for use in an outward journey from a sender to a receiver followed by a return journey

35  from the receiver to the sender or some other person, the envelope comprising a first

panel, a second panel, and a reuse flap, the reuse flap being connected to the first panel

atong a first foldline, the reuse flap having a free outer edge, the reuse flap comprising

a first attachment portion for sealing said envelope during the outward journey, a
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second attachnent portion for sealing said envel ope during the return

j ourney, and means enabling separation of said first attachment
portion andvex$sdssdcond attachnent portion, wherein PETHWEISEH f| ap
further conprises: a first adhesive strip |ocated on oné or
ot her of said second panel and said first 5 attachnment portion between

fsai d rre?_ns engdabhd guabARhA pbiion 06 sédling Q#Ideénvleﬁige dofing mﬁe return joSHRE, hhdAP
or sealingt eysh; el before the outward ].ourpey
of t he eﬁ)\?zé Soég%,gh@n%gmta&)ﬁ of saﬁg?ﬂgg"t@%@’eﬁ Y ?rfflgl&fapéléﬁlgcﬁecé)\gﬁé’gf%}@eg rip
| ocat et on onBorgpnovkaeingpidsaysy flap ferther pernprises: and sai d second

?_t t ach]prelnéI port}on abfﬁs\f\@dm_ sivelis @ipTecis cﬁﬂﬁialdrrcbﬂmsefwmcﬁgéc@ﬁu ﬁdﬁé} zlﬁﬁli Qidlﬁrsh
irst fo in r.to.reseal .the use flap t e
second panLeI gtéafchlrhgﬁ ﬂo(?%r?gﬁt&?%b&ﬁ%ge\é‘ﬁsv%'}agg‘@ Separation and i O“tﬁr%# rogﬁfwy,
sai d recei ver ress flapfasgealingetbe veuse flap o the seenndtnadel defosaitht wweanddourney of
attachnment potieieaieliope, and Preferably, said second adhesive strip is
| ocated on said fir : rtion. Preferably,
sai d second adhesi_vaz}"'é:gitrv|£r?)§c||ag§t gé f)d@lhr%‘%%gtﬁp ]{')icé Ee_tcalsolnvoé“"sntr rolub}gr P {)saé§5ﬁ3%5 paney t he
first attachnint saidseqond agchmeat palioa betvasn tsaidrmepns engidingesaparation and saihed
to the 1o sefpfsldp@et alkdwing tHehecdive @ wedal BRSe@RERP o RGN Pafif) Defbsé NY
t he neans enarbelugiggthe envel? aration of the first and second attachnent
portions. 20 ‘a further preferred enbodi ment, said neans
enabl i ng separ at i onPrgferapdy.qsai¢ meqeiver-activated sadheaivet stpiprisi lopatesh @n ssaldd seseadbnd
attachnment postichmesasdidrses a |ine of weakness extending al ong the
reuse flap spaced f L d_fhrst foldli.ne, . sai.d |] of aknes
bei ng adapted for aﬁgﬁ%gé\fm% £ lJ(ia b?éocngi %lfglre Ll'p % sf%’arls tl?%{érse?}%esa' Iérpg?éil?%%hénetnhe
| i ne of waakngewon. to open the envel ope. 25 Preferably, said
H ne of weakness COPﬂéfeirfﬂﬂsﬁ, @lid édﬁt@nd)ic}h_eﬁﬁé gﬁgti&@Lp%nhMmUMegi%esmp to chBle e
ap. rabl y. ine akness conprij.ses. r
paral lel Ii neéhﬁo’f—lrSt aﬂc‘?’ﬁgﬁ g?%lf) 7 SE?“? ﬁ?"oﬁ%”pﬁé‘*’?’%’ﬂ 3 r?_’? sz)'{.ly atachelf 3 -mé’
Preferably, tBeeonq panglfafige dhey secsiven has iopened athe @pegionrgusing ithe mehesr eepdlipg t he
30 reuse fl gdpatiiofn lof thelfirstimdisedond ahicbHgh popgorkeuse flap by the receiver
in order to open thﬁxafurth

. 20 , e Drefe lrl%gecfnbodimcngr, said means g{ag{iggr &%LMFOI\S 5} gaiﬁf’s'?s
enabl i ng separ ation conpri ses etV\D Ines o vveé?mess i extendl ng al ong
the reuse fl apttachment pRrton apd Gridtseepndt #iaphmest partjosvorprisesea diae aif egakngss
tear al ong thextkndifs abhg MR khisO€R5 sbatedTeoin e fARVRIMRE, sa3d line of weakness N a

r along t hexd | _ | 5 ling ‘
Bt tachmont - poPtT Bk L AR AN 1R B e Bl Pln Uoph e i ribemtess g

strip atthepeadhe envelgper euse flap away fromthe first foldline, said
openi ng stzi p bei ngpa@aBIEdsaid line of weakness comprises a line of perforations through the
reuse flap.

Preferably, the line of weakness comprises a pair of parallel lines of
perforations through the reuse flap. _

Preferably, the line of weakness comprises an opening strip adhered to the

30 reuse flap adapted to be torn through the reuse flap by the receiver in order to open the
envelope.

Preferably, said means enabling separation comprises two lines of weakness
extending along the reuse flap to form a perforated strip for allowing the receiver to
tear along the lines of weakliness 1o open the envelope.

35 In a preferred embodiment, said means enabling separation of said first
attachment portion and said second attachment portion comprises an opening strip
adhered to the reuse flap away from the first foldline, said opening strip being adapted
1o be torn through the reuse flap to open the envelope.



to be torn through the reuse flap to open the envel ope. WO

98/ 08744

PCT/ AU97/ 00561 - 3-
Preferably, t ope further conprises a closure flap attached to the”
first %ngﬁg g a second foldline, the closure flap bEFHAVHPRSE ded
w t h adhesi ve and bei ng adapted to renme¥n adhered to the second panel
to seal the envel ope. Preferably, said adhesive is a

per manent adhesi ve t o Paefemibly, ttheewlepel fertticr a:pmbﬁscsfa ctll?saré €lap adache 8l the first

per manent |y Oncepatnglealwcjl §5d ?éldltﬂt}e tl%né‘ upé) ﬂ a Q\ﬁ&r Jdﬁgn;enand being

t he envel ope. , con has an oute
surface, and sai "H’W'@ﬁé‘ewﬂ%aqt@“ﬂﬁ%“&ﬁ“md Pat‘%" g5al °1°P‘éFr5‘§Peof t he enveI ope,

both side flaps bei ng Factapbhd stid abkesbvalie b @drnianefittudhesiveatd adhere tisldlbsaceflgd to
the second panelye 10049 paned pt:rmadD hety \Aix]&btlhx ’cgﬁt&ﬁs bf Hl% nw:l@% h?vepd’egﬂ/ uggrqecw

a cut-away portion in e reus
overlap in the a‘B%éh‘(?@PSf the cut-away portion overI ap, WI t h the
closure fl ap. Prefcrab]yF’l'd&ic ft@ldl panelane apbueahfate, &t saidddesseTRPds paetl S

of the envel ope i3 s‘?(f e%? (i %}rﬂ'eloge boEtFE:Hé 'ﬂaﬂdt% x%sa%aét?@%sbc }&ercd to the outer

Preferably, said envel | Ses retur
Preferably, the sr“tE*ﬁ"EF‘rﬁ’nf é‘?"@g%l’?f’éhns corrprl ses a pre-printed return addr ess
on sai dione of sdirefepdlyc!the Géust MapeRVvigbaped with a cut-away portibi Qﬁ Qlf eéglm

said return addr\gﬁé %%Ese' %??%Hgﬁd ot' Wougi' %g?ﬁl i e %bgegée (gf}hc cut-awaH pornon

on said second paner suc ret urn Fess
relation to 20 Ovriap.rwith hestasuss flagcat ed on said fi rst panel .

Preferably, said returmrefarhtiiye ofic SPQINGiRORMRT e8GR panélt bNthe @AVASH ik PEbvadt ivath
means for di rem:‘eﬂﬂn&c’ﬂﬁe! eelhg/er to place a return address on said one of
said first or con Preferablél said return
addr ess nean&® conpri sé’gefaragtyaﬁeﬁéﬂwpeﬁh%womﬁﬂgeareuwos AFHBCYS- said first
or second panel s thr oRyéferablyG thearetuet addresadnbians somyrisesHe preggtintad miuvh @ddress on

before reusing the &i%"o‘?'s?ﬂﬁ;anels ofthe nvelape. Preferably, _sai d envel ope
further conprises return RdlCafon means onprising stanp

af fi xment indication r?é%fﬁ%abfyersatdndﬂﬁ'a‘t addyessomess tseé@P(Fér for hdiplay1ag anpeturn
shoul d be att achaidréso omesid Gécondipane isiicit thax saRiereintl aguiede liSupsifé down in relation to

Preferably, sali daﬁltspm ak flé@é{’éﬁrb% Sirliracgrg!aﬁ Qn means conprises a pre-paid

return post age indication on said ‘one of said first or second panels.
Preferably, the reuse Pref&mblys s3ikovstaragadeiress means oromTises Fivichaddeess nigdicationng
an edge of memsifendsediag tsepeaciatd togplideca fenirataddmes o caiddnetof agib s or
portions adj acent. .5af first foldline for assisting in enabling said
nmeans for separating salcsi first and second 35 attachnment portions to tear
clearly through the r&§%8raplyasaid return address meanprampsisahp FansPRESNE indews nasgid
conpri ses a s i tomerofpeidf firsabs second parB trvdghfwhidhea return address can be made visible

before reusing the envelope.

Preferably, said envelope further comprises return postage indication means
comprising stamp affixment indication means for indicating to the receiver that a stamp
should be attached to one of said first or second panels.

30 Preferably, said stamp affixment indication means comprises a pre-paid return
postage indication on said one of said first or second panels.

Preferably, the reuse flap is provided with a scoreline which extends along an
edge of the means for separating the first and second attachment portions adjacent said
first foldline for assisting in enabling said means for separating said first and second

35  attachment portions to tear clearly through the reuse flap.

Preferably, the reuse flap comprises a slit or perforation at one end of the
means for separating the first and second attachment portions for facilitating
commencement opening of the envelope.
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Pref er abl y, w#s#smvel ope further conprises a strip indi cEGTOVHYERs at one
end of the means for separating the #irst and second attachment ~
portions for indicating to the receiver the point at which the neans

at one endhof the reeferabiyqrsaidepagiasd iﬁﬁhéﬂlﬁn‘fpi‘i&&ta str5ip indadadoxsﬁaegﬁcaft 8hd gxlﬁhm?nt
portions shou e envel.ope : . Prefera :
said strip i n%ﬂggﬁcgésa%gg%g;ag%gpreir}%rt(satsﬁg sg%qngaﬁzg:&m%t&o&on&fort ipicating o rﬂé%se
flap. - receiver the PR abMWRichtthe meavseit e enéof thy medvs tieseperdting thedfirat t op
edge, wher ei narddnecond attatightGe pbrtiofs dhouldriR\drabped Rl dped iR enivélepedf the envel ope,
t he neans for separg@iy he.first: .. .. a econd. att achnen orti

bei ng adap{ ed to beﬁgregkg’l édsg é‘{ﬁ%@e‘ﬁ‘f"? 'ﬁoe“ B’g?'féo%mé’aggs Sfcoi‘b’rec{ ﬁ%’%\?g{g@epe
and to tear ale8¥gflame reuse flap towards the top edge of the envel ope.

Tﬂi s is p?rt ihcul ar |Btefémlv}ertheﬂhvéhﬁﬁhftﬁvin§ei potoal edpe a{aaSa ﬁ)p@d@@,u\ﬁfﬁéﬁéihaﬁheat
the top of t ny and there i s sope oyerl|ap hetween.t closure
and reuse fl a%g?e fiep gshpr\%%@% dﬁm_g 2 sr‘r%k‘gf 10¢ 5?‘{?@6 : !ﬁe T??Z’S ?%rpseg?ray%ﬁg &l ope
difficult. and second attachmens pergions be"éﬁmtagﬁemt’e grasped @djavane thei bottomieldge abw be
gescrl bedjo bytheanvélbpel and wedaplaibnglr:thé' reuéé t]t:llﬂp rt&f:ﬂﬂ@ﬁfeetg Qd @%ffaﬁecenmw.l ng
rawv ngs, In [ g . e sno the a of an

easy- openi ng r@lsj gggﬁxrgc%ﬂ%f%rbvg?mm wh e enveﬁp%’z\?%suq 8lo§urg tém: top of the
easy- openi ng ¢gloasaad theye isoppancs @eriep] between theclashegrand opuse flaps,Fvhigh avould
Fi gure goshommdammaga@mem,ﬂgmemwfdgﬂy@d,ope havi ng a tape opegi ng
strip: an e Figure shows. an _easy- openi nq reusabl e
envel ope having a t2aPe4it CB@P?'S%Q{ gf the nve _‘ﬁgn‘f'ﬁgn‘g“f ?’Ep&scrg’ed’ by Way "o The
paper envét opexaBIpknnlp. witlo vaferenceRp dher ascampaninpe idsavangs. fir which:panel 4, a

rear panel 6, a cl osgiR if dhofs the Mark sfQnfehFPopkRin@ pehsavlé BMeRpt] ap 12. The
rear panel 6, 25 cl;i?srtérﬁ ﬁl ap 8éaqs_|0dgiflaﬁgsai)§)c ar‘lldloreﬁse f gdo %I‘é @%‘%‘ a%l
integrally formed w th &P a8Y p'brégnlé ¢ ShE°BD (H'g}?flef ™ hET 8 ong
fol dlines 14, Figgre 8 and 20 respectively. As shown in Figure
2, the easy- openi NFigerdSadho®s QN EalyQipenidg rélﬁatﬂ@ém@pbﬁavmgatiper@éniwhﬁgﬂg
the rear 99”6Lnd6 over the front panel 4, then folding the side flap 10 and
reuse flap 12 over the rear panel 6 and adhering thereto, and finally

fol di ng the cl osur eFigare & shapys @n §3syropeniag rakpble grvslope having a dagreut peaferated and
reuse flap 12opentmgtdngp.ef ore | ocated on t he outside of the envel ope.

Ons st st o LU U A2 o T bl S ARES,

second BRf Ranfindn qlosure 8ap Ba skl flap 10 andi semssnflem 13- cThe-®okpanck§i on

24 adapt edst oclpsif¥ €18, Gide flap 10 and reuse flap 12 are all integrally formed with the front
pane! 4, and connected thereto along foldlines 14, 16, 18 and 20 respectively.

As shown in Figure 2, the easy-opening reusable envelope 22 is formed by
first folding the rear panel 6 over the front panel 4, then folding the side flap 10 and
reuse flap 12 over the rear panel 6 and adhering thereto, and finally folding the closure

30 flap 8 over the rear panel 6. The side flap 10 and reuse flap 12 are therefore located on
the outside of the envelope.

The structure of the reuse flap 12 shown in Figures 1 to 3 will now be
described. The reuse flap 12 comprises a first attachment portion 13 and a second
attachment portion 15 and is provided with a cut-away region 24 adapted to prevent, or

35  at least reduce, overlap between the reuse flap 12 and the closure flap 8. The reuse
flap 12 is also broader than the side flap 10, which allows the reuse flap to
accommodate: an adhesive strip 26 which is preferably a permanently adhesive strip,
located adjacent the outer edge 28 of the reuse flap 12; a plastics opening strip 30,
adhered along the centre of the reuse flap 12; a score line 34 extending along the inner



35 at | east reduce, overlap between the reuse flap 12 and the closure
flap 8. The reuse flap 12 is al so broader than the side flap 10,
which allows the reuse flap to accomodat e: an adhesive strip 26
which. is prefergg&ﬁpa per manent |y adhesive strip, | ocat ed adj acent ~

the outer edge®” “4he reuse flap 12; a plastics opening sPEFAURHOS61

adhered along the centre of the reuse flap 18 a score line 34 extending
al ong the inner WO 98/ 08744

PCT/ AU97/ 00561 edge of the opening strip 30; and a receiver-activated adhesive strip 32 focated between
Cocat od botween e dcdtt ihe 37 dna BieRe B TINEI A7 L2 OF, S0NPC1 0P RLThE %2
The adhesive strip 26 Hvadssivhetripndt sowrs thee whelgi afrihofregipe of dlis seust fsp 112
?et wgﬁn thtehout gﬁete&gﬂhaaut'ehe@m‘s tﬂé”téofﬂéihﬂ u}&l @l§§ti|c.€§tri§t3£),: ﬂxd3it91ad§dféiit ; tbSadﬁéiél@ﬂoeld
o adhere the reuse referably permnentl|y, rear, pane
6 when the enVel 6pe ?@S 12, %@éﬁ’%ﬁ%‘?%&ﬁg’r e ﬁ’g rgmm "1 Bﬁﬂﬁe © QLI I
in Figure 2. assembled beforeTifscousyard jeurngy. 29shownon diguded. wi t h an adhesi ve
strip 35 preferably fodrhe side & MBN&NploviRANGIth Ngh bRsBbdgrip! 89 pbrefBiyt 6
o AP O Yh CoeanGinY SRl B3F BRI GR o comr U 8 “Trsh e ASHIOPE SR
after inserting bafere its outwasddammey. of the envel ope, is provided with a
sender -act i va ed adhesTheclssufd a8l wiilch is close® BNEtale@ Bl thd fmlérOiter hsering Whed
onds 46 of e odPNNe b 45k, Bhisidbeyds BREReD oMt 3, Sl ciivaed, aghele i 4 I
sone slight anpousmnvettiopglefaphion. blitshewd bemeteddbaidhe sdhesivestaindt4cdass npleexi¢ndmlia
does not 15  crgatvayaotht lehdsdd yf ine dube capersalor o Qbsubd)Bap 8USEhik leAfurds2ehar
bottom of the opsier el BmBl et cbends?peipedl e RERY R A2 IV o A4 pbg
process. |n 15  crggiepdiffiquitiyingthgpperatiog; of gheoeusedippildk 38 is provi ded between
the Itwo sl iht sI 3)6 i N orAleshdwen inhFiguﬂcﬂl_!iimt ﬁnanlosltoxlhss raﬁtcgrlg\éﬁ&d tohaéithﬁﬂ”lﬁde of the
envel ope shou Qpe, thi.s RN, .l.n.order to en the
R E R b B e
WO slits 38l
upwar ds al ong t hgdicate to Wi®kReiven@hahthefentdl6pe @106R He! @RnedPat thREPAERO! B biidBEto34
(o = a1 LB e s T G 5500 o
reuse flap 12, eW#upésanchpells wrvasHrin mydestteitearabe opening siripa}0 yppasds plenp lh
the reuse flap l@holdliedg@df tRnrelideeflfp e The tsbdre Qe PN hEhris Rn3Rdetativhiif he
e score LB ke PR )by By B WA L a8
Once the recei vethammyhesletleng thearcussaropd ensuige shet itseopealigyerip (3etcars rieanlys
can | be Eﬁng\hﬁdx,ghaﬁKirdx&I mmlz)ﬁﬂleﬁﬂtéﬁ the sigeof he Spdiengt :h?p 80\ievaRk thelftere
envel ope can the 0,..L&ause ' TR . r 3
al ong foldline éﬁ?ﬂ@%ﬁé’gﬁggﬁéﬂk t %‘th?ltg?,c‘ér%‘ﬁg% Bpyeg ‘%‘8{’1?‘2"&‘1‘?‘%;’%1%%
e rear pane r-activated adhesive strip 32. The
adhesive strip 32 can (weake rogiverthas apned tirrefivelopecds Wdschigedatravee Sthe Badtbmss can

be removed, and return contents placed inside the envelope. The envelope can then be

3o reused by folding the (remains of) the reuse flap along foldline 16, and adhering the

(remains of) the reuse flap 12 to the rear panel 6 using the receiver-activated adhesive

strip 32. The adhesive strip 32 can be of any suitable form, including a moistenable
gum, or an adhesive strip provided with a peel-away protective layer (not shown).

In the embodiment shown in Figure 2, a return address 40 is provided on the

35 outer surface of the rear panel 6, in an orientation which is upside down relative to the

receiver's address printed on the front panel 4 of the envelope (not shown). This

ensures that the envelope returns through the postal system in an orientation which is

upside down relative to that in which it was delivered to the receiver, and this ensures

that any machine readable codes which were placed on the envelope on its outward



gum or an adhesive strip provided with a peel-away protective |ayer (not

shown) . In the enbodi nent shown in Figure 2, a return address
40 is provided on the 35 outer surface of the rear panel 6, in an
orientation which is upside down relative to the recei ver's address-

printed on t NEOPHMR# panel 4 of the envel ope (not shown). TPEEAUY7/00S6eNSUT €S
that the envel ope returns through the postals.systemin an orientation-which
is upside down relative to that in which it was delivered to the

recei ver, and tjoufne@N§picay along dfehﬁ&oxﬁ@ftﬁ?aﬁmtrﬁg\fg ggﬁggéﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁ%wh%qeme

| aced on the envel ope,on.its outward
FF)’CT/ AU97/ 00561 Joumey.p In” this rcagard‘,J 1%ould be noted that the machine readablegeode reading

journey, typi catdupradndof serhepdstal somices adtimdly freaistthroagiethe papead of niet erivelops st €

Wi th the returnis therefdr®4bReY- (etrBndolily) FRd¥oHes bt mGthdrds; Ff‘ﬁﬁ:etnggl gé, hie
tal service

machi ne readabl e _c.ode I‘@adl n .e( |Pg§nt f sone pos ) i
actual |y reatls Y4PBaIR" ﬁ‘gn‘pgaﬁe"rm%rl’“gc ﬁ‘é VEVGpRe 154y an upsidg dowp, grigatation ofh| e
to (erroneousl _ybts m@adj@udas_smh tontisonhieavaidede of the envel ope, thus 5

causi ng confusion. Byp St hﬂﬁn{eﬂ@fndteﬁﬁorﬁgg)ﬁlﬁﬂ? falsﬁ_ﬂrﬂné%lnog\% gaga?ﬂ}ﬁé? 6 in

orientation on its. return journey, such confusion IS

A stanp af fi xnmeMacs F‘Pd}"aé‘ﬁed-ﬁe Irsatiopat; whigh d teeerver should affixea pesia! sgmmeforghg n
order to indi cateturhheurheyceaftthoenvalopshi ch t he recei ver should affix a postal
stanp for the I eFHE ladeied! 'E)ﬂé?)Yngogtri#:1 "8, SRR ARfe rebPesentations of the ém/?lo e in

pl astics opening. strip 30, sgown I'n éye r%esentatl ons ol % he enve oBe In
Figures 1 to 3 ﬂ‘ﬂ?'eﬁé P frepipceshy gpe oropereisHpsted: lings 17 nassshewn in Figurwn
in Figure 4,, orothetpiastipd epeningsstop8Aimay bt piopidad imeymisieatpnowitidest bnmore
combi nati on Wi t ferR}Re@lind12 perforated |ines 17. |t
shoul d be noted that nodifjications to the descri bed enbodi ment are possible
15 Wi thout departi n%SlF‘?"(})‘;rrP‘f Reted thap mogificatinos it the fescaived pbodimagpipre possitde
reuse flap 12 nwebout departing from thosmpe df thi itveatiai. dBoradxample, thevalsefiap 1anded
could, for exanpliee 16k thd Q0Dof HE ehibpe, and Qhid A& &QMEic?Qﬁe% ﬂ?@ @g‘?olpf

the closure fla . In this case, .the per en trip 26 ¢
activated by th&f U8 FREFIORG By a°§é§I‘F‘h§E’§‘Hgafg‘ﬁ I i‘bé‘?‘g casc, the permangnt §giPO7 44
PCT/ AU97/ 00561 would be activated by the sender before sealing the envelope. -7-



CLAI M5 - 1. An easy-openi ng reusabl e envel ope for use in an
outward j our ney froma sender to a receiver followed by a return
journey fromthe receiver to the sender or sone other person, the
envel ope corrprl sing a first panel, a second panel, and a 5 reuse flap, -
t he reuse flap ﬂ@“éonnect ed to the first panel along a fi PEU/AUSTADSéINE,

t he reuse flap having a free outer edge, the reuse flap conprising a
first attachment portion for sealing said envel ope during the outward
journey, a second attachnent portion for cpam§ealing said envel ope during
the return journey, agld r‘% enabl i n'?gds?e*ﬁgwat i on of said first
attachnent portion and sai d“Ye&SHTPLIPEL F SHEHPRE PP Wi cine?™h outlagd Jeurney
flap 10 furt her fre®rpiendesdo a receiver followed by a rétirmsjoumei sinvtbe sdceiver foathasanderon
one or other of 5xasdinesem@ﬂger@émethe %ﬂﬁi:l@p%' ébxﬁ;ir{sﬁxfg a first é)aﬁ’élt Q%‘é&ﬁ-ﬂtpﬂg{ th8"

ouse T1ap fo olar e Bt 0GP BrEE oBecied 1o b ek pabed AIOBR oGt foldine, the
outward journey ®fse flap havinge fep/@iteredge athel riSe flap comprisingaa first attachment portion
receiver-activatgesd s@dlliﬂg%hM&rﬁélbﬁ@dﬁrﬁ@%@@u%r&g&rﬂy, Qtsp&'hd Qftacifdleds E&%Pf;'%r

panel and s sec t portion en sald npeans e
separation and S%Ia g sal e?vef %FBP%FH rfp mf‘bimé?elyo Vd\ﬁﬁ‘“l"ﬁé“?@l?&ﬁ%ﬂmf@ ?fe%@al
the reuse flap tBrst gdachmeninporemaend saifl eeond attachmeens ipogionh evhereire saip aeuse flap
2. An ewel@aﬁe@&ﬁgﬁgwg to cl ai m 1, wherein said receiver-activated
20 adhesive strip is tI ? aecond attachment portion.

3. An envel ope acéofal ?@eﬁ%e 31D 1qsAted Op ope f °r1°f0°13'd25“%4é?a§?‘r?“§é?’6 first
second adhesi ve #taghment portipnoheteenrsaisiaingarksi engllingt separhtienndndpthe touen. cdgc of the
4. An envel e MGCRE dbdlg iR A1 BAL100he StdhdPark! blfork }é‘”& of
second adhesi ve t%tl’l‘}%ll%: a ermanent adhesive strip to enable |rs
attachnment 25 por't1 0?_ he reuse flap to remain permanently attached to
t he second p&nel aftet’cl regraver-activated adhesive st loogted enl obdrer etheredtopi@l sesdrdcpanéie

geans egﬁblaln\r/]gl zﬁﬁasfaﬁi seRBnd hrdched:l o?)%cgﬁﬂ&ween sa@ gr%g erﬁbflﬁgca %&h\%ﬁ%&'sﬁiﬂs
sai d means enabeF)rﬁt FE“Z‘B&?%&#‘8W“&‘%5EC&V? 'Psrf‘seé'tcs%léfﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬂ?p 19dh¢ pesAndyprpel befere
second 30 at t aewsmethe govelopsn conpri ses a |ine of weakness extending al ong

the reuse flap spacedj. fﬂhoéﬁv&@béj af:do'i@xhg ft@'cﬁialn'nn? wﬁﬁr‘eﬁll Ldl@ere%fwe‘fwa
bei ng adaptegd faor, aI | owi. n receive e reuse Tlap a

the line of tealdioel e dripsd e esraﬂfieﬁef)‘ﬁg attachment portion. An envel ope
according to claim5, 3wher eAn eny¢ldpd agrerdifig weahness of claxmsdnpr i2s evehezeih isaid
of perforations sbﬂfnalaﬂﬂesﬁ\f&%tﬂigﬂﬁ&afehﬁﬁ satdfirst attachment pgrnon An envel ope
according to claim5, ,wherein I ses a pair, of

onpr
parall el lines of perforatihs "B’ﬁ?%"u@‘i@f‘ﬁ%g t‘%ﬁgl’a °f“FéP6 claims 1 to 3, wherg n said
An envel ope accdfFeindgadhesishptrimés afpecharicnt adhesiye Atrimherepabie tthe firstnattaphment

weakness CONgri §RfichNofOfeRele b th Perddli @eAfhnkbAy RAch@USant 's@e%n@%iﬂ& Gtef thebe

gg\r/gl ope thr qugccgvtl? haf %Se%ezi ltl?cpc %1059 %sxrge ec:I r\ﬁggmlegab {ng%epatranon ofn the r}xrst and
second attachment portions.

S. An envelope according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein
said means enabling separation of said first attachment portion and said second
30  attachment portion comprises a line of weakness extending along the reuse flap spaced
from said first foldline, said line of weakness being adapted for allowing the receiver to
tear the reuse flap along the line of weakness to open the envelope.
6. An envelope according to claim 5, wherein said line of weakness
comprises a line of perforations through the reuse flap.
35 7. An envelope according to claim 5, wherein the line of weakness
comprises a pair of parallel lines of perforations through the reuse flap.
8. An envelope according to any one of claims 5 to 7, wherein the line of
weakness comprises an opening strip adhered to the reusc flap adapted to be torn
through the reuse flap by the receiver in order to open the envelope.

* [« L M S *
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9. An envel ope according to any one of the preceding clains, wherein
sai d neans enabling separation conprises two |ines of weakness extending-
al ong the WOPH3H flap to forma perforated strip for alPomavsgobdse

receiver to tear along the |ines of wegkl i ness to open the envel ope.
5 10.  An envel ope according to any one of the preceding
clains, wherein said ns..enabling separation. of said first :
attachment portion and sai sé’g%lﬂ%e ccor(g'éﬁ F@%Wn%‘?ﬁ(’fp Ftﬂr?ﬁ‘fg'él%rfiﬂ‘?%e%’h%fﬁ"’

openi ng_strip adidemenstenabling seperstion compprissaywé inpy pfiweakness éitersitngf b ihee,
sai d openi ng strebde flapi10Godslapeorated sa8p FRaMoviNgQHO FeckVer foqtiiddeaRe lifesOdten
the envel ope. weak%ess to open e envel 6@_ envel ope according to any one of the
precedi ng cl ai ns, er el TRE énvel ope further conprises a closure
flap attachéd to thelfirstApaneelopd agegrdingstocamydone of the giretleiling claime whasinr e

flap bei ng prowaideshedhs RnsflingSieparafonl dreiand raslapktRAMER pSHBA Nand said %@ﬁfﬂed
to the second p&g&{m An envel ope

tg gﬁ%l ct he .envel o%e. 0 ad 12.

according to clafmu ol PO CEMRTIES;2] RGHAE ST qdbergd jesthe rpuse flap anpy dimetiey e
to adhere the dirgisfgldling) sl epeningetripebeingiadaatedito pe toratlanugh the mame flae to open
contents of theaheaweloppe have been inserted in the envel ope.

13. An envel ope acgcor di to.any one.of the preceding clains, wherein
the second Panel hasqgh ou grené'ﬂf"? aﬁcgf’mé‘?ﬁjms%ffyd&fee?fgg‘ef ?ﬁdﬁ“g%s'o‘fmqrﬂ&
side flaps of ttheenvelope dusthar spmprigastaclesusreflap atachddetorthe Skt paned] aloog laesecond
adhered to the foulige, sBrdi@ag ip bbigg PPoMaA Wih adRAR8!and being adapted to rerhflin

An envel ope acca(aflgrleélgo hQ s?r}% one 93‘ tCt pr E?Edl ng cl ai ns, wherein t he
reuse flap is providedwistsyna PATH o5 %SPW%’ﬁﬂn a region where the reuse
flap overl aps, &2 wouha ewelopepaccerdingetoalskhémnch . ovherbia eaid -agihesyvepdy i on
overlap, Wiish tpgeemanent adbe§iSelicCadhb@Rthe 2losure flap to the secbRd panel fetnfARMRlY ARBe the

according to a t receding cl aj wherein one of "said
first and seco%n%gﬁé)l?gheo%}’%flﬁge éaﬁ'\?é’f:%lp@s?'tegg?mﬂe%%o%th return address
means. 136.  Anmmvelnpehespedieg: troanji oag ofothapyecsdiog claimpewherein

precedi ng cl ai nhe setbRI Pariel has an dubdr QuARee hPRid Hube D i€ ORPHF RSsideSHi4pE Bf the
postage means. 30,

. 17.. . n_envel o according to_.cla 15
wherein the retTHoBkPPRLEds flaps being aﬁa%“ﬁ)%ﬁ?es@gerﬁgg? the é)lugﬁls‘ér&ac é’k H;ren“’éond
address on ¥ai PaB¥le of said panels of the envel ope. 18 An

envel ope accordi ng taq4any Qﬂecrﬁélo?d addiRdid® 1d EQnylgnc %mﬁaequ&eaagct_laims, whéreis n
a return a. r

address neans i ted for dis in dress on.said seco
panel suctfe ?g'ﬁgsfg d® rpé‘f”d‘r’%doé‘@ o RUAWEY b LB R T Ve o Fdﬁ“ffgﬂ‘g
first address |yeHaRsd oprvasdd @vabp infthe absepemef the cut-away portion ovedap, withythe
envel ope accor dil¢sgrd flapany one of clains 15 to 17, wherein said return
address neaps conpri §@s retur ress._i.ndication ns far. directing the
recei ver topspl ace a rﬁgt ur nkgd%'rv glggc gcrf%)gdé%llmoﬁ'«?' Ot %n?:u q F75F csht"gc?r‘alg%’cgﬁ%fem
panel s. one of said first and second panels of the envelope is provided with return address

means.

16. An envelope according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein
said envelope further comprises return postage means.

30 17. An envelope according to claim 15, wherein the return address means
comprises a pre-printed return address on said one of said panels of the envelope.

18. An envelope according to any one of claims 15 to 17, whergin said
return address means is adapted for displaying a return address on said second panel
such that said return address is upside down in relation to a first address located on said

35  first panel.

19, An envelope according to any one of claims 15 to 17, wherein said
return address means comprises return address indication means for directing the
receiver to place a return address on said one of said first or second panels.

A
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PCT/ AU97/ 00561 20. An envel ope according to any one of
claims 15 to 19, wherein said return address nmeans conprises a
transparent wi ndow in said one of said first or second panel s through
whi ch a retur Wa##4s can be made visible be¥-ore reusing t RCEANOHSGE.

21. An envel ope according to-any one of the preceding clainms, whereim 5
sai d envel ope further 2@nprisesnvedper avcqrdiizaig enny nuhie ot dlOms rreaaswcwmfeiusisﬂa

t ff t hat
:t g% <houl g b:axg(?ur:tisjqﬁﬂfs? ﬁl%ﬁl%rbogg)?lgé e{ﬁ’:fns‘)dé‘gr} %B&d@g }nt sglg%: %ﬁe CPf &58 ﬁlrseiror scc%nda

22. An envel op#® ighy? EaruR Rfldesss caphe mads V!sséll‘ﬂb"‘sf?f&rfﬁlsa‘f’fthf;(ﬁmtopc
i ndi cati on nmeans conpr2kes aAqueequpedacbaﬂuforlomgtca@a)ﬂ mellpe@‘édxﬂnc@ﬂnssahﬁl:rﬂﬂe

of said first 1osaxd0crnv?l‘3§(ﬁ'}ﬁir lpe?'n@tjéﬁpr{xses reun postage mg%auon me?q?epﬁxlxg)ﬁggx_f pramp

according to any o rece erern
i s provided wit hafixsmest E‘Idlcﬁ@fv\WP%ﬂﬁ fewéﬁ@matpcshmreamvmg@ actamphshould e attached
for separating teodd sfshidamigh Greeedd ;ﬁh&lachnent port| ons adj acent sal d first

foldline for assisfing n aratln
first and second attac?rrent %‘grﬁ%g i%orf tmeﬁ "EI elar‘T’riler{)ﬂrsﬂﬁlgﬁ fg’é‘?]%’lé
flap. indicapign means)gprAisey dpre-padk RN postags laﬁymwn@ncsmdtohe of said first
preceding cl abnsmg&eﬁ@pihds t he reuse flap conprises a slit or

perforation at one end ﬁ)f t ‘g rge‘z;lens Separ atin =t%§ [h_i rst. and .
second attachnent portfons foF SFEUPRE; zlcﬁ?r H‘g QAPETIE AT PESEHIS GlaigRs: Hesrein
envel ope. 20 the reuse f4p is proyided mith| oproraine ovhiiinextends atopg aneeded of the means

precedi ng cl ai ns fordepardiify the ﬁrsﬁﬁifldj s&BH@'aﬁﬂﬁmfehkr ﬁ&ﬁénsCMEhtss‘%ﬁ ﬁrsﬁ?&lhl&e for
i ndi cati on nmeans_at_.one irst and

second att achmenf*bore id ﬁréa% Sa}"ﬁ Hieé’éﬁgﬁ éepf"é?“f’% &aig Z&g|a{}'2rse°9ﬁ%a“a°hmerﬁd1°ﬁ‘f°"ét
whi ch the nmeaps & l@ﬂiélﬁéﬁm tmugM@emnﬁapor separating the first and second

attachment portions shadil d bgp gﬁ@@ﬁdacmdwe@ ;Inp%rﬁweth@raeece@ﬁ«. claims, wherein
26. An envel ope acc:)ﬁ din i_ndi cat i.on

cl [ ri
means conprises a cotv aé’am?@ Fond & totrrP§r5fP‘é’H§’émf?r5p°.“ o i e 1 sepyating the
An envel ope acconﬁdsitngdt&ccmﬁyatmbmgmt pdrgonsr fe dfdiihigting abmmendelnegnt  openigpva] thpe
havi ng a bottom @g@% nd a top edge, vvherei n the reuse flap is provided
al ong a side of t he ennsgl pe, the nmeans for Se arati r}qat he f+rst and secand

attachment 3G° portio bEI‘N(}] %eé?ﬁee%?c?rgl 5 Y PE L8] RESRIPS R8T YT
edge of the envebupenegiope further compriges al somy utdlrpanoreum:emf staqreteovienf dse trizenst fop

edge of the envek&@eating the first and secor%8attachméﬂ ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁs%ﬁmdﬂguncf e 8RDleBeiver the
envel ope substanti al ence . to any

one of the accon'BBWy:"‘% ﬁ Pg&f H&gns at <§}§ end of tﬁe mcans Fr scnaraunu [ e {ﬁrst and second

attachment portions should be grasped to open the envelope.
25 26. An envelope according to claim 25, wherein said strip indication
means comprises a coloured region of the reuse flap.

27. An envelope according to any one of the preceding claims, the
envelope having a bottom edge and a top edge, wherein the reuse flap is provided
along a side of the envelope, the means for separating the first and second attachment

30  portions being adapted to be grasped adjacent the bottom edge of the envelope and to
tear along the reuse flap towards the top edge of the envelope.

28. An easy-opening reusable envelope substantially as hereinbefore
described with reference to any one of the accompanying drawings.

35
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